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《汉字 部 首 教程 } 是 专门 为 外 国学 生 编 写 的 汉字 部 首 学 习 教材 。 汉语 不 同 于 英语 或 别 
的 以 罗马 字母 为 书写 符号 的 语言 , 它 的 书写 形式 是 用 笔画 组 成 的 方块 符号 , 称 为 “汉字 ”。 
汉字 的 特点 是 它 的 书写 符号 跟 这 个 符号 所 代表 的 意义 有 很 强 的 联系 。 从 结构 上 讲 ,汉字 
可 以 分 为 独 体 字 与 合体 字 两 种 。 独 体 字 的 字形 具有 整体 性 ,从 结构 上 不 能 分 拆 。 合 体 字 的 
字形 具有 可 分 拆 性 ,从 结构 上 可 以 分 出 独 体 字 。 

独 体 字 中 许多 就 是 汉字 的 部 首 。 什 么 是 部 首 ? 如 果 我 们 从 书写 的 形式 上 对 合体 字 进 
行 分 类 ,我 们 就 会 发 现 很 多 合体 字 含 有 相同 的 基本 字 , 比 如 合体 字 涯 . 屿 . 峡 . 峰 都 含有 相 
同 的 基本 字 “ 山 ”而 且 这 些 合体 字 的 意思 都 与 “ 山 " 有 关系 ,我 们 就 称 “ 山 "为 部 首 。 有 了 部 
B ,我 们 就 可 以 在 字典 中 把 含有 相同 部 首 的 汉字 放 在 一 起 ,便于 查找 ,这 种 用 部 首 作为 序 
来 查找 字典 中 的 汉字 的 方法 ,我 们 称 为 部 首 检 字 法 。 

在 这 本 教材 中 ,我 们 介绍 一 百 个 高 频率 部 首 。 所 谓 高 频率 部 首 , 是 按照 部 首 在 汉字 中 
出 现 的 频率 来 计算 的 ,一 个 特定 的 部 首 出 现在 汉字 中 的 次 数 越 多 , 它 的 频率 就 越 高 ,对 我 
们 学 习 包 含 这 个 部 首 的 汉字 的 帮助 也 越 大 。 部 首 在 汉字 中 主要 作用 是 表示 汉字 的 字义 ， 
但 是 有 时 候 , 它 们 也 表示 汉字 的 字音 ,比如 上 面 提 到 的 部 首 * 山 "在 * 岩 "中 是 表 义 的 ,但 是 
在 另 一 个 汉字 * 汕 ”中 却 表 示 该 字 的 读音 。 因 此 ,学 习 高 频率 部 首 ,可 以 帮助 我 们 记 住 很 多 
合体 字 的 形 . 义 . 音 。 : 

本 教材 中 介绍 的 100 个 高 频率 部 首 是 根据 (现代 汉语 词典 ) 所 收 的 9999 汉字 中 统计 
出 来 的 。 根 据 这 100 个 部 首 在 常用 词 中 表 义 、 表 形 和 表 音 的 情况 以 及 那些 常用 词 在 国外 = 
初级 汉语 课本 中 的 出 现 频率 , 一 | ) 、 二 一 影 中 来 虑 ( 虎 )10 个 部 首 没有 讲 , 另 外 补 上 
了 10 个 部 首 : 已 户 工 止 寸 久 矢 斤 舌 身 。 下 面 是 本 书 要 介绍 的 100 个 部 首 (根据 频率 排 
5j). | 2 E 3 E EE 

水 江口. 木 . 手 、 人 , 金 心 . 士 \ 月 条、 虫 . 言 女 . 竹 火 . 王 . 日 . 石 . 鱼 、 山 . 足 、 
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本 教材 共有 十 一 篇 课文 。 第 一 课 介绍 部 首 知识 ,让 同学 们 对 汉字 的 部 首 有 一 个 大 体 
的 了 解 。 第 二 到 十 一 课 详细 介绍 每 个 部 首 。 每 课 介绍 十 个 部 首 。 每 一 课 课文 的 内 容 大 致 
如 下 : | 
1. 部 首 古 字形 。 对 每 一 个 部 首 ,我 们 列 出 甲骨 文 金 文 或 者 小 篆 的 书写 形式 ,使 同学 
们 对 汉字 部 首 的 象形 与 表 义 的 特点 有 一 个 具体 形象 的 了 解 。 
2. 介绍 部 首 的 起 源 及 形成 。 通 过 对 部 首 的 起 源 和 形成 的 介绍 ,我 们 可 以 让 同学 们 懂 
得 汉字 的 发 展 是 跟 人 们 对 自然 界 和 社会 事物 的 认识 以 及 文化 的 形成 和 发 展 有 密 
切 的 关系 。 揭 示 部 首 的 文化 内 涵 , 会 有 助 于 同学 们 对 部 首 进行 有 意义 的 记忆 ，。 
3. 语言 文化 故事 。 因为 多 数 部 首 来 源 于 独 体 字 , 为 了 增加 同学 们 对 该 基本 字 的 印象 
我 们 尽 可 能 为 每 个 基本 字 提 供 一 个 含有 该 字 的 成 语 故事 REKE RERE A 
说 或 别 的 生动 有 趣 的 故事 ,使 同学 们 能 在 语 境 中 加 深 对 该 基本 字 的 了 解 和 记忆 。 
本 教材 的 特点 在 于 我 们 不 光 介绍 部 首 知识 ,同时 设计 了 相应 的 练习 让 学 习 者 对 学 到 
的 部 首 知识 进行 巩固 并 学 习 如 何 运用 该 知识 去 学 习 汉字 的 方法 ,因此 本 教材 配 有 练习 
肌 。 针 对 每 二 课 内 容 ,练习 侧重 于 两 个 方面 ， 
1. 部 首 练习 。 除了 第 一 课 以 外 ,每 学 完 一 个 部 首 , 都 有 相应 的 练习 。 练习 的 设计 采取 
从 单项 到 综合 ,从 简单 到 复杂 , 既 对 每 个 新 学 的 部 首 进行 单项 练习 ,也 对 前 面 学 过 
的 部 首 进行 复习 。 
2. 部 首 复习 和 测验 。 在 学 完 每 篇 课文 后 ,学 习 者 可 以 对 部 首 进行 综合 练习 并 做 有 关 
测验 .综合 练习 部 分 将 对 本 课 学 到 的 十 个 部 首 进行 系统 地 复习 ,复习 完 以 后 ,学 习 
者 可 以 通过 做 测验 题 来 检查 自己 是 否 对 所 学 的 十 个 部 首 已 经 掌握 。 教师 应 该 确信 
学 习 者 在 已 经 掌握 了 这 一 课 的 部 首 知识 的 基础 上 介绍 下 一 课 部 首 知识 。 
另外 ,如 果 学 习 者 需要 更 进一步 的 练习 ,可 以 访问 与 本 教材 配套 的 部 首 练习 网 站 :http: 
/www.uiowa.edu/~chinese 该 网 站 提供 互动 式 练习 并 配 有 图 片 和 音乐 ,使 学 习 者 在 轻松 恰 | 
快 的 氛围 中 达到 进一步 巩固 课文 中 学 到 的 部 首 知识 的 目的 。 
本 教材 的 编写 和 练习 设计 遵循 认 知 规律 让 学 习 者 对 部 首 进行 有 意义 地 学 习 , 而 不 是 
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死记 硬 背 , 从 而 增进 学 习 效 率 。 本 书 的 最 后 附 有 100 部 首 检 索 。 检 索 采 用 音 (拼音 )、 形 ( 笔 
Igi) 、 义 (英文 ) 三 种 方法 ,并 标 出 每 个 部 首 在 课文 中 的 页 码 ,便于 教师 和 学 生 查找 。 

我 们 建议 本 教材 作为 汉语 课 的 补充 教材 使 用 。 每 一 到 两 个 星期 介绍 十 个 部 首 。 部 首 
教学 要 跟 汉字 教学 紧密 结合 起 来 ,这 样 , 学 习 者 可 以 把 学 到 的 部 首 知识 应 用 到 汉字 和 学习 
FE, 在 汉字 教学 中 尽量 让 学 生 通 过 辨认 生字 中 的 已 知 部 首 并 讨论 它 对 学 习 合 体 字 的 义 
或 音 的 作用 来 巩固 部 首 知识 。 久 而 久之 ,学 生 就 能 上 自觉 地 运用 部 自若 识 去 习 得 新 字 词 。 当 
然 ,教师 可 根据 课程 的 要 求 灵活 使 用 本 教材 。 | 

AS BAA TE RE SURE P 4 Bll Y RIE EE Catherine Fillebrown 老师 林 佳 老师 EX BE 
IE ELEME, PIER FA AAR BT T d E ; Catherine Fillebrown 老师 对 本 教材 的 英 
文部 分 进行 了 细致 地 编辑 ; 林 佳 老师 帮助 我 们 完成 了 部 首 的 检索 编排 ; 赵 晓 媛 老师 协助 
完成 了 本 教材 初稿 版 面 的 技术 处 理 。 在 此 我 们 表示 感谢 ! 


KAM FP BAS 
2009 春 于 美国 爱 荷 华 城 














Learning 100 High-frequency Radicals is a textbook specifically designed for foreign 
learners of Chinese. Unlike English or other Indo-European languages, which use Roman 
letters to phonetically represent words, the written form of Chinese uses strokes to form 
square block symbols that we refer to as “characters.” While western alphabets use written 
symbols to represent sounds only, in Chinese the written symbols signify meanings in addition 
to pronunciation. In other words most characters have obvious connections with the meanings 
they represent. This is a unique feature of the Chinese writing system. 

In terms of structure, characters can be classified into two categories—integral characters 
and compound characters. Integral characters are visually compact representations, often 
derived from ancient pictographs. They cannot be broken down into two or more meaningful 
parts, but must be read as a whole. Compound characters consist of at least two or more 
integral characters, which combine to signify a word different from, but related to, the integral 
characters. 

Radicals were originally integral EE What does “radical” mean? If we analyze 
compound characters, we find that many characters with conceptually related meanings 
contain the same integral character. For example, the compound characters 4 (cliff), U5 
(islet), WK (gorge), and I% (summit) all contain the same integral character Ll (mountain). 
Since 山 gives us information about the meanings of each of these compound characters, we 
call Hl! ‚thus, radicals are root characters. Once we have SES a finite set of key radicals, | 
we can then classify all compound characters according to their radicals, and thereby create a 
reference system to be used n dictionaries. The process of using an index of radicals to - 
classify and look up characters in a dictionary is known as “the radical index method." 


In this textbook, we will introduce 100 high-frequency radicals. The high-frequency p 


radicals are those that appear most often in compound characters. Learning the high-frequency 
radicals facilitates the study of the compound characters, similar to the way learning the 
Roman alphabet facilitates the memorization of English spelling. While radicals usually 
signify the meanings of compound characters, sometimes they also indicate pronunciation. For 
instance, the above mentioned character il] (pronounced as "shàn") indicates the meaning of 
the compound character 4, but it also cues the sound for the character 汕 (shan). Therefore, 
learning high-frequency radicals can help students learn the pronunciations, meanings, and 
graphic representations of many compound characters effectively and efficiently. 

Each radical's frequency of appearance in this textbook was computed through an 
analysis of the 9999 character entries listed in the Modern Chinese Dictionary (人 《现代 汉语 词 
H X), published by the Commercial Press in 2005. We have made an adjustment based on an 
analysis of their frequency in cuing the meaning, shape, and sound in compound characters— 
in other words—their usefulness in terms of decoding and memorizing compound characters. 
We have also modified the list based on an analysis of the compound characters used in 
beginning level Chinese textbooks for foreign students. Specifically, 10 radicals (一 | J ^ > 
~ E "" Xx EE) were not listed and another 10 (Z P! LIEST & AX Fr BI were added. 
Below are the 100 hundred radicals (in order of frequency from high to low) that we will 


introduce in the textbook: 


AK SH KA eub EA CE UE UE lU 
Sy 37 2% RAD LB o RU UL E BRA BAH TL UT 
KE UE E RP RD JEU UC LY 28.8.8 E uh, 
AFER Eb BULLY UA UK UELE 
EE ak tt ee mE "a 


Learning 100 High-frequency Radicals consists of 11 lessons. Lesson 1 gives an overview 


of the development and use of the radical system, to give students a general understanding of 





the radical method before they begin work on the 100 radicals individually. Lessons 2-11 


present detailed information on the 100 radicals. Each lesson introduces 10 radicals. The 












content of each lesson is outlined below: 

1. The ancient form of the radical: For each radical, we illustrate the radical as it appeared 
in its oldest form—in oracle bone inscription, bronze vessel inscription, or small seal 
style. This will help students understand the form-to-meaning connection in each 
radical. 

2. An account of the origin and development of the radical: In this section, we present an 

| etymological account of the radical. Through this students can observe the connection 
between Chinese script and Chinese culture. Because they were created by the ancient 
people, so characters suggest how people in Ancient China understood the natural 
world. Further, each character's form and meaning evolved along with changes in 
Chinese society and thought. Therefore, characters are like evolving time capsules. They 
offer a window into ancient and historic Chinese culture and ideology. Presenting 
radicals in this meaningful way will help students remember radicals. 

3. A linguistic and cultural explanation: As we mentioned earlier thatradicals were originally 
root-integral characters, and most radicals can still stand alone as integral characters in 
modern Chinese. In this book we provide an idiom, parable, or folk-tale that uses the 
radical as an integral character. We thereby embed the radical in an ene 
context to facilitate memorization. 

In addition to these detailed introductions in the Learning 100 High-frequency Radicals 
textbook, there is also a supplementary workbook which contains a set of exercises for each 
radical. In these exercises students can practice recognizing radicals within compound 
characters and apply their new radical knowledge to the task of learning new compound 
characters. The workbook features two types of exercises: - 

1. Individual radical exercises: For each radical, we provide a set of corresponding 
exercises—both drills and tasks—to reinforce new knowledge. These exercises help = 
students develop the skill of breaking down new characters into component radicals ` 
for easier memorization. Mastery of this strategy is the ultimate goal of radical mide: In | 


addition these exercises recycle previously introduced radicals, to reinforce learning. 





The exercises are sequenced according to the pedagogical principle of ascending 
difficulty. 

2. Radical reviews and quizzes: At the end of each lesson we provide a review section to 
recap the 10 radicals covered in that lesson, and a quiz to assess students’ proficiency 
with the 10 radicals. By analyzing the results of these quizzes instructors can identify 
the strength and weakness in their students’ understanding. It is advised that the 
instructor make sure that students have attained mastery of old radicals before 
introducing new ones. 

In addition to the exercises in the workbook, there are further exercises on our companion 
website at http://www .uiowa.edu/-chinese. These online exercises are interactive and 
accompanied by pictures and music. Here students can further explore radicals according to 
their own needs and interests. 

This textbook has been designed in accordance with current cognitive theories on the 
learning of Chinese characters, which demonstrate that radical learning is most effective when 
lessons are interesting meaningful. At the end of this book, we provide three indexes of the 
100 radicals introduced in the book, one organized by pronunciation (using pinyin phonetic 
transcriptions), one by stroke count, and one by English translation. In each index the page 
number of each radical is recorded so that they can be easily located in this book. 

We suggest that this textbook be used as a supplemental material to a regular Chinese 
textbook. It is the best to introduce 10 radicals in every one or two-week period so that 
students have enough time to digest them. We further suggest that radical instruction be 
integrated with character learning; thus, learners can apply the learned radical knowledge to 
learning new characters. When introducing new characters of a given lesson, we should try | 
our best to have students identify the known radicals in the new characters and discuss their : 
roles in learning the meaning or sound of the new characters. | This kind of practice, fora - a 
long run, will not only reinforce the radical knowledge students have learned but also help | 
learners gain automaticity of using radicals knowledge in learning new characters. | 


During the course of writing this textbook, we received help and assistance from the 
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following individuals: Chen Zhengxuan, Catherine Fillebrown, Lin Jia, and Zhao Xiaoyuan. 
Chen Zhengxuan designed illustrations for the book; Catherine Fillebrown meticulously edited 
and proofread the English text of this book. Lin Jia helped us with the indexes. Zhao Xiaoyuan 


assisted with the technical formatting of the manuscript. We would like to take this opportunity 


to express our deep appreciation to these individuals for their work. 


Helen H. Shen, Ping Wang, and Chen-Hui Tsai 
Iowa City, U.S.A., Spring 2009 
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汉字 部 首 起 源 于 基本 字 ,那么 是 谁 最 先 提 出 部 首 这 个 概念 的 呢 ? 中 国 东 
汉 时 期 的 一 个 学 者 许 慎 ( 约 公元 65—122 年 ) 把 9353 个 汉字 按 字体 形状 分 
类 ,把 含有 相同 结构 成 分 且 意 义 有 关联 的 合体 字 归 为 一 类 ,这 样 ,9353 被 分 
成 540 类 ,其 中 每 类 汉字 中 结构 相同 的 部 分 -也 称 为 基本 字 , 放 在 这 一 类 字 
的 首位 ,并 称 它 为 部 首 。 利 用 这 540 个 部 首 , 许 慎 编著 了 中 国 第 一 部 篆书 字 
典 叫 《说 文 解 字 》。 后 来 南朝 的 学 者 顾 野 王 (519 一 581) 根 据 许 慎 的 方法 ,编写 
了 中 国 第 一 部 楷书 字典 叫 《 玉 篇 》, 共 有 部 首 542 BB, 8) TIR, EE HE a 
一 本 字典 叫 ( 字 汇 》(1615) 把 部 首 精简 到 214。 后 来 , 清 代 的 张 玉 书 、 陈 廷 敬 等 
NI (RR 中 字典 》(1710) 也 用 214 部 首 。 上 海 汉 场 大 词典 出 版 社 出 版 的 《标准 
DLE JL) (2000) Wf 201 部 首 。2005 年 了 7 月 商务 印 书 馆 出 版 的 《现代 汉语 
词典 ) 也 为 201 部 。 因 此 ,我们 现在 学 习 部 首 一 般 都 学 201 个 部 首 。 我 们 在 这 
本 书 中 ,将 介绍 其 中 100 个 。 
Oi ee chatacters. Tow did these root tharactera.: 
become radicals, and who invented the term “radical?” In the Eastern Han 
dynasty, a scholar named Xu Shen (65—122) classified 9,353 compound 


characters into 540 categories based on the common root characters they 
contained. He grouped together characters containing the same root 
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The.Evolulion of Written Siructure of Radicals... 


很 大 的 差别 ， 
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character and wrote their common root character as their heading. Xu Shen 
referred to this common root character as a “radical.” Xu Shen identified 
540 radicals. His groundbreaking method— classifying characters based on 
their shared component, allowed Xu Shen to compile the first Chinese 
dictionary. It was written in small Seal Script and titled Shuowen Jiezi 
(Character and Word Annotations). Later, in the Southern Dynasty, another 
scholar, named Gu Yewang (519—581), compiled another character 
dictionary using Xu Shen's method. This dictionary was named Yu Pian 
(Jade Articles) and was written in Regular Script listing 542 radicals. Mei 
Yingzuo, a scholar in the Ming Dynasty, compiled a dictionary named Zihui 
(Collection of Characters) published in 1615 and reduced the number of 
radicals to 214. The Kangxi Character Dictionary, published in 1710 
retained the 214 radicals. Modern Chinese Linguists further analyzed the 214 
radicals and made a further deduction from 214 to 201. This 201 radical 
system is what is used today in prominent Chinese dictionaries, such as the 
Biaozhu Hanyu Zidian (Standard Chinese Character Dictionary), published 
by The Modern Chinese Dictionary Publishing House in 2000. Another 
commonly used dictionary, the Xiandai Hanyu Cidian (Modern Chinese 
Dictionary) published by the Commercial Press in 2005, also uses the 201 
radical system. In this textbook, we introduce 100 of the 201 radicals. 





现在 我 们 使 用 的 部 首 很 多 eiii iiis 
区 式 发 生 了 变化 ,因此 ,部 首 的 
书写 形式 也 起 d -变化 。 KE OT 
BANE RA HEB MEF EEN 我 们 称 它 为 古文 字 阶段 ， 虽然 
部 首 的 形体 有 变化 ,但 是 依然 保存 并 ME 楷书 ,我 们 称 它 为 今 广 


os 


字 阶 段 ,部 首 的 笔 而 已 不 再 是 曲线 形 ,而 是 成 为 直线 形 , 因 此 现代 汉字 已 不 





第 一 课 ”汉字 部 首 知 识 





Fe es AP SCF , Wil H E UB 组 合 的 抽象 符 SG. Faken" HH vam 
书 的 形体 变化 过 程 ， 


Although many radicals used in modern Chinese originated In ancient 
China, the written forms of the modern radicals differ dramatically from 
their ancient forms. This is because throughout different stages of Chinese 
history the entire Chinese writing system has undergone great stylistic 
changes. From its conception to today the Chinese writing system, along 
with the radicals contained within, has passed through five different writing 
styles: Oracle bone inscription, bronze vessel inscription, seal script, official 
style, and regular style. The first three styles, Oracle bone inscription, bronze 
vessel inscription, and seal script are classified together as ancient scripts 
because, although they are very different 1n appearance, they still retain more 
pictographic forms. We refer to the official and regular styles as modern 
scripts as the strokes in these two styles are no longer curved. The straightened 
strokes of the modern scripts diminish the pictographic characteristics of the 
characters. Therefore, modern Chinese script is not a pictographic writing 
system, rather, it is a system of abstract symbols composed of strokes. 
Consider, for example, the historical evolution of the [uad H: 


甲骨 文 Oracle Bone Inscription: 





Am M Bronze Vessel Inscription: 





JE Small Seal style: 
隶书 Official Style; El 


楷书 Regular Style; B 


While the original character looked like a gë of an eye, the — 
became more and more stylized and abstract, until a reader could no longer 


guess its meaning. 
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The Physical feature of Ancient Radicals 





因为 汉字 是 一 种 表意 文字 ， 一 部 分 的 部 首 字 最 初 的 形体 都 是 仿照 实物 
画 出 来 的 ， 人 们 用 这 些 形状 来 表示 部 首 所 代表 的 意 TRE MARI 
f 也 就 是 部 彰 的 写法 象 它 所 表达 的 物体 的 形体 。 上 面 提 到 的 “ 目 ? 是 按 眼 睛 
的 形状 写 下 来 的 ,下 面 的 “ 犬 ? 也 是 。 如 果 你 看 了 下 面 的 两 张 图 片 ,你 就 会 知道 


€ A "jg "UL 66 29. 53 mi ”学 是 TE 7 Cé Da yy 的 形 f k (EI ER 








Chinese writing originated from pictographs. If we track down the origins 
of each radical, we will find that they began as pictures of physical things— 
people, animals, and objects. This is the reason that many Chinese characters 
have strong meaning-script correspondence. Consider, for example, the oracle 
bone inscription for the radical H mentioned above. We can guess it's 
meaning is “eye” just by looking at it. The two pictures below are another 
example. They are the origins of the radical R. After viewing the following 
two pictures, you can probably guess the meaning of the radical X, which is 





(内 蒙古 阴山 岩画 . 犬 ) ( 金 文 .大 ) 
The rock painting of the Yin , Bronze vessel inscription 
Mountain in Inner Mongolia 


下 面 是 部 首 “] fen MH Be 到 楷 书 的 字形 变化 ， 


The evolution of the radical Ñ is illustrated below: 
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Hex. SBE ex oce vz. A 

BA 楷书 :大 

“ROS ,甲骨 文 描 成 一 只 头 朝 上 FÉ ELS] P RAN. PROMUS EÉES 
是 上 卷 的 , 金 文 就 更 突出 了 这 一 可 以 区 别 于 其 他 动物 的 特点 ,下 部 的 尾巴 更 
明显 地 向 右上 疾 起 ,所 以 是 个 象形 字 。 到 小 稼 以 后 ,就 逐渐 撩 去 了 独 的 形象 。 

如 果 我 们 能 够 知道 一 个 部 首 的 十 文字 形体 以 及 它 在 历史 上 FU EAE, 就 能 
很 容易 地 记 住 这 个 部 首 的 字形 和 它 代 表 的 意义 。 如 部 首 " 山 ”的 古文 字形 内 
像 太 阳 ; 大 的 吉文 字形 e 像 





AR Ly WE ; 水 的 吉文 字形 i 像 流 ok. ! SEET 
fnr mA. 


In the oracle bone inscriptions, we can tell that the top portion of the symbol 
is the head of the dog and the bottom portion 1s the tail. The two lines on the 
left are the legs. Just as real dogs’ tails tend to curl, their representation in 
oracle bone inscription features a curved tail. The curl 1s even more exaggerated 
in the bronze inscriptions. In the small seal and regular script styles however, 
the pictographic nature of the characters is obscured and we can no longer 
guess that XK means dog. If, however, we equip ourselves with the knowledge 
of evolution of radical forms from their conception to today, it will be much 
easier for us to memorize the shape and meaning of their contemporary forms. 
Here are a few more examples: the radical I (mountain) is derived from the 
pictograph He which depicts three mountain peaks; the radical 水 (water) In its 


ancient pictographic form l; resembles flowing water; the radical H means sun 


and its pictographic form © looks like a round sun; and the radical ^ means 


person and its pictographic form ^ looks like a profile of a person. 











a HS 





部 首 成 为 合体 字 的 部 件 时 ,由 于 在 整个 汉字 中 所 处 的 位 置 不 同 VE EE 
“有 不 同 的 写法 。 我们 把 在 组 合 汉 字 过 程 中 没有 发 生 形 体 变化 的 部 首 叫 作 “ 正 
体 部 首 ”, 发 生变 化 的 部 首 叫 作 “ 变 体 部 首 ”。 正 体 部 首 和 变 体 部 首 之 间 的 关 
系 只 是 在 形体 上 有 差别 ,读音 和 意义 完全 相同 。 例 如 “大 "是 正体 部 言 ,构成 
ALF OSE" “AER AAD ,构成 的 汉字 如 “ 狗 "。“ 心 "是 正体 部 
首 ,构成 的 汉字 如 “* 思 ”; “站 ” 和 ”小 小 ?是 “ 心 " 的 变 体 部 首 , 梅 成 的 汉字 如 
"ën", AR REALS 100 个 汉字 部 首 , 首 先 介绍 的 是 正体 ,然后 将 变 体 
Dar RB. WKO OK). 

20 世纪 50 年 代 , 中 国政 府 推行 简化 字 。 随 着 汉字 的 简化 ,有 些 部 首 也 
”相应 被 简化 了 ,比如 ,合体 字 “ 鲜 "的 入 体 形式 是 “人 饼 ”"。 我们 可 以 看 到 左 
边 的 部 首 “多 "在 简体 字 中 写成 了 “4”。 正 体 部 首 的 简体 形式 ,我 们 也 在 括 


a eh Er 
»» HA rH D KI x 4 





When radicals are used to form a compound character, they can be 
placed in different positions relative to other components in the compound— 
such as above, below, or to the left or right side of the other components in 
the compound. In order to fit into the square block shape of contemporary 
compound characters the radical often is given an alternate, truncated 
version. We call these condensed forms "alternate versions" of the radical, 
while characters that retain their original shape are called "regular versions." 
The regular and alternative versions of a radical differ in shape but not in the 
meaning and sound it represents. For example, the alternative version for X Si 
is 4 . In the character 5€ the radical È appears in its regular version, but in- 
the character 独 it appears in its alternate version, standing on the left side of «— 
the compound character. The regular version of the radical 4 —Aeart—is 
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used in its “regular version” in compound characters such as 思 . But 心 also 
has two alternative versions— f and w, which are used in compound 
characters like 情 and Zi. In this textbook, we will introduce both the regular 
and alternative versions of each radical. The alternative versions are indicated 
with parentheses. Of course, some radicals do not have alternative versions. 
In the 1950s, the government of the Peoples Republic of China, in an 
attempt to expand literacy, promoted the use of a more simplified form of 
Chinese characters. More than two thousand high-frequency characters have 
been simplified—redesigned to be written with far fewer strokes. Just as many 
integral characters were simplified, many radicals were also transformed into 
simpler forms. To cite an example, the simplified version of the compound 
character fff is Df. The radical 8 in the left part of character is written as f 
in the simplified system. In this textbook, we indicate the simplified versions 


of radicals in parentheses. 


部 育 的 组 合 


The. Creation.of New. Radicals. Based on Existing Radicals. 





十 人 经 党 在 象形 部 首 的 基础 上 ,加 上 笔画 ,创造 另 一 部 首 来 表示 与 这 个 
部 首 有 联系 的 另 一 个 事物 或 另 一 概念 ,比如 * 甘 "六 是 在 象形 部 首 “ 口 "好 中 


加 一 小 横 ,表示 用 舌头 感觉 到 的 甜 味 。* 立 "天 是 在 象形 部 首 * 大 "* 共 下 加 一 
表示 人 的 站 立 、 这 类 在 原 部 首 基 础 上 加 笔画 创造 出 来 的 新 部 首 ,严格 地 说 ， 
他 们 已 不 完全 是 象形 字 ,而 是 有 指 事 的 性 质 。 


In ancient times some radicals were created by modifying existing _ 
radicals. For example, the radical HA. which means sweet, was created by _ 
adding a horizontal stroke to the existing radical Ok (mouth). This added 
stroke is supposed to indicate the tongue—the organ that senses sweetness. 


Another example is 328, which means to stand. This radical was created by ` 


adding another horizontal stroke underneath the radical A (big) to represent a 


person standing on the ground. Strictly speaking, radicals of this type are no 
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longer pure pictographs. They are ideographs-graphic symbols that represent 
abstract ideas, often by portraying a single concrete event to suggest the 


abstract idea. 


EIL 


The.Position.of Radicals.in.compound.characters. 





部 首 在 合体 字 中 可 以 处 在 各 种 位 置 ， 下 面 是 常见 的 部 首 在 合体 字 中 的 
ME: 

1. 部 首 在 左边 。 例 如 :; 7> 江 。 

2. 部 首 在 右边 。 例 如 : 廊 一 政 。 

3. aD TEP), PMN; Am x, 

4. 部 首 在 上 边 。 例 如 :一 一 室 。 

5. 部 首 在 下 边 。 例 如 : 土 一 5, 

6. 部 首 在 外 边 。 例 如 : 门 一 同 。 

在 学 合体 字 时 , 先 找 出 已 经 学 过 的 部 首 ,不 仅仅 可 以 帮助 我 们 很 快 记 住 

合体 字 的 字形 ,而 且 可 以 帮助 我 们 记 住 字义 。 如 果 ,一 个 部 首 在 合体 字 中 是 

表示 字音 ,那么 ,我 们 还 可 以 利用 这 个 部 首 来 记 住 合体 字 的 发 音 。 





As stated above, radicals can appear in several different positions within 
a compound character. Below we have listed the common positions for ` 
radicals in compound characters: 

1. The left side of a compound character: 了 一 江 。 

2. The right side of a compound character: 文 一 政 。 

3. The middle of a compound character: 口 一 要。 

4. The top of a compound character: ^» 室 。 

5. The bottom of a compound character; 1-— Sr. 

6. Half-encircling another radical or integral character: |] D. 
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When you learn a new compound character, identifying familiar radicals 
contained within will help you memorize both the form and the meaning of 
the new character. Sometimes radicals also serve as phonetic cues for a 
compound character—indicating that the compound character has a 
pronunciation similar to the radical. In these cases identifying the radical will 
also help you learn the pronunciation of the compound character. 


部 痛 与 独 体 字 、 合 体 字 的 关系 


The Connections ppl Radicals, 








我 们 已 经 知道 部 痛 是 组 成 合体 字 的 单位 。 学 了 部 
字 ,就 不 会 认为 合体 字 是 一 堆 笔 画 的 组 合 ,而 是 部 首 的 组 合 。 例 如 “十 "学 ， 
我 们 说 是 由 “十 "和 “ 口 ” 组 成 的 ,很 少 说 是 由 几 横 几 竖 或 几 笔 组 成 的 。 部 自己 
汉字 的 关系 大 致 有 如 下 几 种 情况 

一 是 ,部 首 作 为 独 体 字 , 即 部 首 是 一 个 汉字 。 例 如 ;水 。 

二 是 ,部 首 加 笔画 组 成 为 一 个 独 体 字 。 如 我 们 前 面 提 到 的 “ 冉 ”。 

三 是 ,相同 的 ub 首 组 成 一 个 合体 字 。 例 如 :本 a RR 

四 是 ， 首 组 成 一 个 合体 字 。 例 如 本 心 " 跟 * 田 ”一 思 六 直 ? 跟 “ 育 ” 
一 情 。 

五 是 ,部 首 和 独 体 字 或 其 他 部 件 组 成 一 个 合体 字 。 例 如 :了 ER “可 "一 河 。 

我 们 知道 了 部 首 与 合体 字 的 关系 ,在 学 习 一 个 新 的 合体 字 时 ,可 以 先 分 
折 一 下 这 个 合体 字 , 想 一 起 是 由 几 个 部 首 组 成 的 ,是 怎么 组 成 的 ,那样 就 人 | 
减轻 我 们 记忆 的 负担 ,有 效 地 让 eet 字 








Radicals are the SES that compose compound characters. 
Once we have learned enough high frequency radicals, compound characters i 
will no longer seem to be a collection of random strokes. Rather, we will 
recognize characters as meaningful combinations of radicals. For instance, 
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部 首 的 意义 分 类 ` 


是 对 部 首 按 照 它们 所 代表 的 意 


puces gett 


E 
7v 


pe 
yy 
SE, 
= FE, 
aom f à 
E SC Ge 


die iude basic radicals, when we see the character 古 (ancient), we can 
tell that it is formed by two radicals, 十 and Hi. The structural relationships 
among radicals, integral characters, and compound characters can be 
summarized as follows: i 
]. Radicals are integral characters: 7K 
2. Some radicals are derived from other radicals: H 一 甘 
3. Duplicated radicals can be combined to form compound characters: 
TR Pk. BR 

4. Different radicals can be combined to form compound characters: 心 
plus HB, 个 plus £f 情 

5. Radicals can be combined with other integral characters that are not 
radicals to form a compound characters: Radical y plus integral 
character 可 to form 河 。 

Knowing this, when we come across a new compound character we 
should analyze the structure of the new compound and identify: how many 
radicals there are in the compound, which radicals they are, and in which 
positions they are placed. By analyzing the character into meaningful chunks, 
we greatly reduce the burden on our working memory and make learning 


more effective. 





i 201 部 ,如果 : 
六 进行 分 从， 根 gar 201 ji e aids Fy 
从 可 以 被 分 类 , 人 类 的 例子 : 





pu 2 PT pesa E 








分 析 KU 分 的 部 证 


In the “Preface” section, we mentioned there are a total of 201 radicals 
In modern Chinese. The best way to memorize all 201 radicals is to organize 
these radicals into groups according to common meanings. The table below. 


presents one way to organize major radicals: 
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类 别 BB EH 
Category Radicals 


人 体 人 (rén) ^ (dà) M d Zr (nü) 号 (shén) 
I body | person = 


A Im 


s 


AK (hé) TT (co) X (mù) * (m) | fT (zhu) 
md grain Ges tree Tlce bamboo 





器 物 风 (bei) IL (min) |: (yóu) 
Objects sea shell container | alcohol 
RM H qm : 


Astronomy 
| 地 理 | LU (shan) ` 


Geography | mountain 





ve? 


在 学 : 习 时 ， 同学 们 最 好 具 己 对 部 首 进 行 意义 分 类 ,每 学 一 个 新 部 育 Hir 
列 人 一 个 意义 类 . 等 学 完全 部 部 首 时 ,这 些 部 首 就 会 登记 在 每 个 同学 各 自 的 
认 知 系统 中 , 变 成 你 们 目 己 的 知识 体系 。 


As the number of radicals you have learned increases, you will be able 
to reclassify radicals into new meaningful categories. The more you 
reorganize and inter-relate radicals, the better your recall of radical meanings 
will become. This, turn, will facilitate compound character memorization. 







TCLS SOCELS 
Th le 


BE rede EM 我 们 称 它 E 
-个 部 首 逐 渐 有 了 有 好 几 个 意义 ,后 来 产生 的 

E XLI dc UI XE 我 们 称 它 为 引申 义 。 例如“ 火 "是 汉字 的 常用 
部 首 ,“ 火 "的 基本 义 是 火焰 。 用 " 火 部 首 组 成 的 全 体 字 与 “ 火 " 存 在 





X. | n6 35 3s 





"EXE 


ZB 
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dp du 


Wë M EMEN E 


DIE UER A o EE Un E Ke HR AE A ar BB AARP” BU Se UK TE 


为 一 个 独 体 字 ,可 以 跟 许多 其 他 字 组 合 表 示 


相 





i 是 有 关联 或 相似 的 





(SR — HE 85 ) E . X 2c 69 KM 
热闹 :红火 

旺盛 :火红 的 青春 

RR: ERK 

ORS BK 





AOE : 





ERN ARIER MREZI C ALC, AT LER EL De De ae at 


字 所 组 成 





La] a e me eme 3t dg dete pgseHB se ee dE 


"jl ax, 16] 20 EI EC A, 
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Originally, each radical was an integral character created to represent 
only one meaning. We refer to the original meaning of a radical as its "basic 
meaning." As Chinese language and writing developed, each radical's 
meaning expanded to represent several. different concepts. This means that a 
single radical may have several different meanings, though they are all 
related to the same basic meaning. We refer to the meanings that the radical 
accrued over time as "extended meanings.” - 

The original and extended meanings of the integral character K (fire) 
illustrate this phenomenon. When the integral character /K is combined with 
other characters it forms simple words or phrases that represent meanings 
that are sometimes conceptually distant from fire. Such as: 


火红 的 太阳 (the sun with fire color) 
红火 (flourishing) 

火红 的 青春 (lively youth) 

EE (inflammation) ` 


5E. - 课 WU 字 部 首 知识 


动 火 (get angry) 


When combined with other characters Ak 's original meaning expands 
to include the color of fire, success, liveliness, illness, and anger. The same 
diffusion of meaning occurs with the radical fire, when combined with another 
component to form a compound character. For example, the compound 
character f£, with the radical K, means glory, while the character $ means 
dry (after being baked in a fire). So 火 takes on the extended meanings of 
glory and dryness. 

To effectively use radicals in the task of memorizing new characters, we 
need to know both the radical's basic meaning as well as its extended 
meanings. To grasp a radical's extended meanings it is very helpful to consider 
examples of compound characters that use that radical, or phrases in which 
the radical is used as integral character, just as we have done above with ^. 


部 首 与 社会 文化 的 关系 


Radicals and Their Relation to the Chinese Culture and Society ` 





—OYR AY Ac FR he ME Ze RE oe BSC AY AC JR TT chen. EPA, FP ER ACY A AE 


















观 .宇宙 观 ZEM .文学 艺术 . 风 圭 大 情 等 都 会 在 汉字 的 创造 中 有 所 反映 。 
部 首 作 为 最 二 老 的 汉字 ， 社会 和 文化 。 比 如 :“ 女 ” 字 , 早 骨 文 
à EAER BT ACIE A SEE TE RI E , AX SEE UT US SPP B if ACH 
deu Ill Age, ERARE T e £8 TE TE ZR TB E T T8 ,也 可 能 女人 
T JS T ena x LV. E AAS ONS ABZ, ARRATE — RP ERR BUD 





i SL Er Gin Ef 4e (do Ae A SAP A pE Af 
保护 部 沙 胸 安全 ,从 这 rb TT WS 





器 时 代 。 因 此 学 习 部 首 不 仅 以 
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中 国 的 文化 和 历史 。 
谈 了 这 一 课 ， 大 家 可 能 对 部 首 知识 以 及 为 什么 要 学 习 部 首 有 一 个 大 致 
的 了 解 。 我 们 希望 在 学 完 所 有 课文 以 后 ,同学 们 能 掌握 100 高 频率 部 首 并 
党 运用 部 首 知 识 去 学 习 新 的 汉字 。 


我 们 邀请 你 与 部 首 交 朋友 1 


While the Chinese language developed along with Chinese society and 
culture, the characters, like graphic time-capsules, still reflect the lifestyle, 
ideology, and beliefs of the ancient Chinese’ creators. They also offer insight 
into areas of Chinese culture such as fine arts, literature, customs and 
conventions. This is especially true for radicals, which were derived from the 
oldest integral characters. For example, radical 女 , is written as # in oracle 
bone inscription. It is the image of a woman kneeling down with two hands 
crossed. From this pictograph, we can guess that in ancient China it may 
have been common for women to spend most of their time kneeling as they 
did domestic chores. Or perhaps the posture indicates an inferior status, and 
from this we can assume that women’s social status in ancient China was 
very low. 

The radical 人 is another example. Its ancient pictographic form, 4, 


looks like a man holding a stone axe. We can imagine that males were often 
working outdoors and using tools like axes to catch animals, harvest food, or 


attack enemies in order to protect their tribe. We could also infer that China ` 


was in the Stone Age at the time of the character’s inception. Because 
characters capture the unique way ancient Chinese conceptualized their 
world, learning radicals not only helps us learn Chinese characters, but also 
introduces us to Chinese culture and history as well. 

By now, we hope that you have had a general understanding of why 


students of Chinese need to learn radicals. We certainly hope that after 


completing all of the lessons in this book, you will have a deep understanding 


of the 100 high-frequency radicals and that you will use your radical - 


knowledge to acquire more Chinese characters. 
We hope you enjoy your exploration of Chinese radicals! 





A. 


A >] 


Exercises ` 


2 UE ”汉字 部 首 知识 





一 、 讨 论 Discussion 


1. 为 什么 我 们 称 最 初 的 部 首 是 象形 字 ? 请 举例 回答 这 个 问题 。 


Why do we refer to the earliest radicals as pictographs? 


2. 部 首 最 早 是 谁 总 结 出 来 的 ? 现代 汉字 部 首 有 多 少 个 ? Who created the 


concept of the radical? How many radicals are there in modern Chinese? 


3. 学 部 首 为 什么 能 帮助 学 习 汉 字 ? Why does studying radicals help us learn 


Chinese characters? 


表 一 列 出 100 个 部 首 , 它 们 的 次 序 是 根据 部 首 在 合体 字 中 出 现 的 频率 排 
列 的 ,也 就 是 说 第 一 个 部 首 “ 水 "在 合体 字 中 出 现 的 次 数 最 多 。 请 根据 表 
一 ,回答 问题 , Table 1 lists 100 high frequency radicals. Their order 


is based on their frequency rates 一 how frequently these radicals 


appeared in the compound characters. That is, the radical 水 has the 


highest frequency among all radicals. Please answer the questions 

below based on Table 1. — 

1. 说 说 部 首 “ 目 ”和 “人 ”的 频率 哪个 高 ? 哪个 对 学 习 合 体 字 更 有 帮助 ? 
Which radical “A” or “A,” appears more frequently? Which of the two 


will help us learn more compound characters? 


2. 从 下 一 页 的 部 首 表 ( 表 一 ) 找 出 至 少 三 个 部 首 是 在 第 一 课 中 提 到 的 ， 说 


三 个 部 A 的 * ow. Please find at least three radicals mentioned i in 


this lesson from Table 1 (next page) and explain their meaning. 
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S 
1 | shui 
PE cáo 
3 | kóu 
4 mu 
5 shóu 











yán L | 38 

14 | ni dE | 39 yóu A 

15 | zhú 人 40 | bà A C» 

16 | hud K Gs) xié ye | 页 (页 ) 

17 | wang yo | (4) 42 | jin rp 

18 | ri 日 (E ED | 43 | mén rd (qu 

19 | shí ^A 44 yan 广 

guăng 

20 | yú f& (f&) 45 | dà 大 

21 | shan 山 46 | mi 米 
22 | zú Æ GE ) 4T | tián H 
23 | nido č | &(&) 48 | shi T = 

24 | ne IT" 49 | chi 1 

25 | chuó E) |50 | gé E 
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教程 


AE ation Bi atone 
Eer 











SS 1 (Table 1) 
m 编 | 拼音 
| 号 
AQ ki 26 yi 
H (yup) 27 quán 
rH 28 mu 
IX CR) 29 | dao 
cC 3) 30 | yi 
AAA) midn 
aU hé 
IN (小 小 ) ind 
béi 
che 
fü 
shi 











shi TEQ) 








按 频率 排列 的 100 部 首 
(100 radicals according to their frequency) 


AG) 


A() 

H 

J(I 7) 
SOA 








车 GE) 
RO EA) 
aq ) 62 

















1 Et i (shui) 部 
7 se Maler... 





ase 2 


“水 "是 象形 字 FAK IB 2E RS ERIE HE «8S BUS AL VOR 
水 流 的 形状 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 水 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 写 作 “ RSS 
水 "; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ,写作 “水 ”。 水 部 的 字 多 与 水 有 关 , 例 如 “汉语 "的 
“Wee, 本 是 中 国 古 代 一 条 著名 的 河流 名 称 ,刘邦 做 星 帝 后 立国 号 为 * 汉 ”。 
汉 朝 是 中 国 历史 上 一 个 统治 时 间 很 长 的 统一 王朝 ， 影 响 深 远 。 现 在 所 说 的 
“TR” OLR” OLE” eB re B mo 


hel J 








Ancient form ? 


水 is a pictograph. The ancient form of 7K looks like a flowing river. 
When JK is used as a radical standing on the left of a compound character, it ` 
is written as 1 . The character 汉 (han) has the 1 radical, because 汉 is name 
of an ancient river—The Han River. In ancient times, Chinese people lived - 
along the Han River, so today Chinese people are also known as the Han. 1 
The first ruler to unite China and maintain long-term hegemony called his - 
dynasty The Han Dynasty. Han people are known as 汉族 (Hànzü; Han | | 
Nation) and their language is referred as 汉语 (Honyt; Chinese). | 
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H (Shui zhong lao yué) 
HE in # catch H the moon 





Once upon a time, there was a group of monkeys. One night they were 
sitting in a big tree admiring the moon. One monkey asked: “How can we 
capture the moon?” Another monkey answered “Perhaps we need to climb 
to the top of a mountain.” All of the monkeys agreed and so they climbed up 
a mountain. But, when they reached the top they were disappointed to find 
that the moon was still high in the sky, well beyond their reach. Later, after 
they descended the mountain, one monkey saw the reflection of the moon on 
the surface of a nearby lake: "Look, the moon is in the water! We can get 
it!” All the monkeys were excited; again they tried to catch the moon, and 
again were unable to reach it. Finally, they all jumped into the water, and the 
moon was broken by the ripples. 7K "P $$ H is an allegory for people who 
make impractical or vain efforts. This is similar to the English expression: 


crying for moon. 





第 一 课 ken RFA Z db EH 


2. oo l(cóo) if 


val VASE MERE 





古 字形 Y 


“ 冲 ” 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 一 棵 棵 生长 茂盛 的 青草 。“ 媳 "只 用 作 部 首 ,不 
单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ,种 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 ,写作 “+#+” ,俗称 “ 草 字 头 "。 
炸 部 的 字 多 数 是 名 词 ,一 般 用 于 指称 除 树木 以 外 的 植物 , 例如 , 花 , 芽 。 


Ancient form ^ 


. Wi [7*] is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like two stalks of grass 
with sprouting leaves. J'"! means grass. In modern Chinese, Ju is no longer 
an independent character. It is used only as radical in compound characters. 
When it appears at the top of a compound, itis written as ++, Characters 
containing the +- radical often have meanings related to grass or plants, such 
as ZE (hud; flower) and ZF (yá; sprout). 





La Kon H 3 jè è jòn) 


mutuum c HM Lis one cem or dist a 





草 船 借 箭 is from a story from the Chinese novel The Three Kingdoms. 
Cao Cao— King of the Wei State, commanded his army to conquer the rival ` 
state of Wu. At that time, General Zhou Yu, Military Councilor Zhuge Liang, | 
and State Chancellor Lu Su all worked for Sun Quan, the King of Wu. They 
needed to work together to defeat Cao Cao’s army. Zhou Yu envied Zhuge 
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up to fail. He ordered Zhuge to prepare 100 thousand arrows within three 
days for his army. Zhou Yu knew it was impossible to produce that many 
arrows in just three days. If Zhuge could not get the arrows ready, then Zhou 
Yu could blame him for ruining their chances of winning the battle. In order 
to ensure Zhuge would fail, he also informed the military carpenters not to 
provide enough materials for making arrows. To witness Zhuge’ s failure, 
Zhou Yu sent Lu Su to help Zhuge. Zhuge was happy to accept Lu Su's 
help. Together they prepared twenty big boats, and outfitted each with two 
rows of scarecrows. 

Early in the morning of the third day, Zhuge invited Lu to join him in 
collecting 100 thousand arrows. Lu was very puzzled but accompanied 
Zhuge to the riverside. It was very foggy that morning. Zhuge asked his 
soldiers to sail the twenty boats toward the north bank of the river where Cao 
Cao’s army was encamped. When the boats were close to Cao’s military 
fort, Zhuge ordered his soldiers to shout loudly and beat their drums as if 
they were going to attack Cao’s army. Due to the fog, Cao Cao could not tell 
these scarecrows were not real soldiers. Deceived, he ordered his archers to 
shoot at the enemy boats. After a while, the fog began to fade, so Zhuge 
ordered his men to sail the boats back to the south bank. When the boats 
returned they found more than 100 thousand arrows in the scarecrows. When 
Lu Su reported the whole story to Zhou Yu, Zhou Yu recognized that Zhuge 
was a brilliant strategist and accepted that he could never compete with him. 


— a 





EE H e 
nena E Ch : i od : ? Tm TRA Aaaa sre er tv PEA n nn TAAA nr MYA yn etr v De Roe Ya n 


第 二 课 Ke KA Zë EA 








“ 口 " 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 人 的 口 形 , 本 义 是 指 人 的 嘴巴 。 由 此 引申 为 指 
称 人 的 数量 单位 ,例如 “三 口 之 家 ”。“ 口 "也 用 来 泛 指 进出 的 通道 ,例如 “出 
z ” “人口 "等 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 口 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 、 
中 间 。 口 部 的 字 多 与 口 的 动作 有 关 ;例如 “ 吃 ”…“ 蝎 ”“ 思 ">“ 告 "“ 问 ?等 。 


Ancient form (J 


^H is a pictograph. The ancient form of H depicts a person's mouth. 
Therefore, H is also used as measure word for person, such as — H (sankóu; 
a family with three people). The other meaning of H is gateway such as in 
the words iH H (chükóu; exit) and A H (rükóu; entrance). As a radical, it 
usually appears on the left side of a compound. Characters with H often have 
meanings related to the actions of the mouth—verbalizing and consuming. 
This is exemplified in the characters IZ (chi; to eat), Dë (hē; to drink), RV 
(jido; to call), i (gào; to tell), and |n] (wen; to ask). 





EI 
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nace 
H me 





全 (KOU mi fü oni 
uth S honey IB stomach sword ` 


- 





己 


During the Tang Dynasty Emperor Tang Xuanzong appointed Li Linfu 
as the Head of the Imperial Board of War. Li was knowledgeable, but lacked 
integrity. He catered to Emperor Tang’s wishes and obeyed his every 
decision, regardless of whether it was a good or bad. In addition, he worked 
to curry favor with Emperor’s family members. Consequently, Emperor 
Tang trusted him unduly and Li was able to hold on to his high position for 


19 years. To his subordinates, however, Li was terrible. He was friendly on 


the surface, but often attacked them behind their backs. He framed many 
innocent people for his selfish purposes. Gradually, people saw through his 
hypocritical nature, and gave him a nickname: H % DS $|—honey on his lips 
and murder (dagger) in his heart. 





AER ed di ERAN Mega rat a o Nott a naue e e de ms s 





第 一 课 KU Ak EA Ze fk P 





“ 木 " 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 树木 之 形 : 上 为 树枝 ,中 为 树 十 ,下 为 树 根木 ” 
的 本 义 是 指 * 树 森 "。 作 为 部 首 ,* 木 " 通 常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 有 时 也 位 于 汉字 的 
其 他 部 位 。 木 部 的 字 有 的 表示 树木 的 种 类 ,例如 “ 松 "“ 桃 "每 , 有 的 表示 物品 
的 材料 ,例如 “ 桌 "“ 床 "等 。 人 居住 的 地 方 必然 草木 丰茂 ,所 以 “村 ” 字 中 也 有 
“ 木 "。“ 集 " 字 本 来 是 指 群 乌 栖 息 树 上 ,引申 为 聚合 之 意 ,例如 "集资 "“ 集 邮 ” 








Ancient form Y 


AX is a pictograph. The ancient form of 7k looks like a tree. The top 
section is supposed to be tree branches, the middle section is the trunk, and 
the lower part represents the roots of the tree. Therefore, 7< means tree or 
wood. As a radical, 7k is often placed on the left side of a compound, as in 
松 (song; pine tree) and Pk (táo; peach tree). 7X can also appear in other 
positions within a compound such as 5 (zhuo; table) and 床 (chuáng; bed). 
When we go to a village, we often see trees; therefore, the Chinese character 
for village is 村 (cün). Further, trees are often full of birds who have gathered - 
to rest. Thus, the character TE (ji; to gather or to collect) has two radicals: 
the top one Œ means bird and the bottom is 7k. 
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4. B E R (Cáo mù jie ping) 











& .grass. "3 1ree.. ol .soldier. ` 


EK #7 Ex is a story from The Life of Fu Jian in the Records volume of 
The History of the Jin Dynasty. During the Eastern Jin Dynasty, King Fu 
Jian unified northern China as the Qin State. His plan was to take over 
southern China, which was unified under the Jin State. In 383, he led 900,000 
infantry and cavalry troops to assault the Jin State south of the Yangtze 
River. Unfortunately for Fu Jian, the first attack on the Jin troops was 
unexpectedly foiled and the Qin soldiers sustained heavy casualties. Many 
soldiers were in such a great panic that they ran away from the battlefield. 
Standing on the city wall of the Shouchun City, Fu Jian and his brother Fu 
Rong saw that, unlike their men, the Jin troops were gallantly arrayed and in 
high spirits. Even the bushes and trees that surrounded them seemed vibrant, 
as if they too were armed soldiers. Turning to his brother, Fu Jian sighed, 
“What a powerful enemy this is!" He deeply regretted that he had taken his 
enemy too lightly. | 

The idiom SA means every bush and tree looks like an enemy 
soldier. It is used to describe a person who is in a state of extreme agitation. 








B- Ke AKA SOD ELA 


5 mie 7] Ms 5 
Hong. ` 





“EERIE SF ,古文 字 像 手指 分 开 之 形 。 从 正面 看 ,古文 字 的 “ 手 " 恰 好 
有 五 个 指头 ,作为 部 首 ,“ 手 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,写作 “于 ”, 俗 称 “ 提 手 劳 ”， 


有 时 位 TOU Dr DI E i,- 与 ie da n ;有 了 时 位 Di SE 的 P 面 ， CG 3 VE "RU. ay ^8 gc m 
ae f (p 1 un D 党 39 Ce Ed! d er ae Ae x ce : FOT l 指称 





部 的 字 多 和 和 手 或 手 的 动作 有 
某 种 擅长 的 特性 , 比如 ,“ 歌 手 ? 之 “ 手 "用 的 就 是 这 个 意思 。 





Ancient form Y 


Æ isa pictograph. The ancient form of F looks like a hand with five 
fingers. As a radical, F is often placed on the left side of a compound, where 
it's written as 1. It can also appear on the bottom of a radical. The 手 
radical indicates that the character is about something related to hands, such 
as 3É (zhüng; palm) or actions done by hands such as 1] (dà; to hit) and S 
(ná; to fetch or to hold). Hands also have connotations of "useful" and 
"capable". A person who can do a lot of things with their hands is competent. 
Therefore, another meaning of F is a person who is good at a certain — 
profession. For example, 歌手 (geshóu; song hand) means singer. 
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5. F # le ta (Shou wii zú dd 
hands. * brandish 是 feet. iq tread... 





This idiom describes the situation when a person is so happy or excited, 
that he/she moves his/her hands and feet as in a dance. 

A news article in the newspaper East Net on June 20, 2007 reported that 
a football fan Mr. Ge was watching a football game between The Netherlands 
and the Cote D’ Ivoire. He could watch the game live by sitting on the railing 
of his balcony attached to his fourth floor apartment. When the Dutch Team 
scored, he became so excited that he forgot where he was sitting. He became 
手舞足蹈 .As a result, he fell off the railing, from the fourth floor to the ground 
level and fractured his body in four places. It seems too much excitement can 
occasionally be dangerous. 











“人 ”是 象形 字 , 十 文字 像 一 站 侧 喘 站 立 的 人 形 ,并 BEAT AAR AIR 
作为 部 首 , “人 ?通常 位 于 汉字 Ff zc BU , ` : 3TE"4 ", GER IRA Se”, 例如 “他 ”、 
“ 代 ”。 三 个 “人 ?组 合 为 “ 众 ”, 体 现 了 人 多 的 意义 。 





Ancient form 人 


The pictograph 人 means person. The ancient form of 人 looks like a 
profile of a person. As a radical, it often stands on the left side of a compound, 
where it is written as { , such as in 他 (ta; him) and fV (dài; generation). The 
character fX (zhong; mass) consists of three people, to signify a lot of people. 





This is a story about an ancient Chinese man in the Zheng State. The - 
Zheng man wanted to buy a pair of shoes. He went to a shop and found a 
pair. He liked their color and style. But just as he was about to purchase the | 
shoes, it realized that he had forgotten to bring the measurement he had 
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of his feet. So he hurried to home and got the measurement. 
Unfortunately, when he came back to the shop, it had already closed. His 
friend asked him “Why did you need to go home to get the measurement? Why 
didn't you just try the shoes on with your own feet instead of going home?" 
The Zheng Man answered, “I trust my measure before my feet.” The idiom 
BAXE ridicules those like the Zheng Man who trust doctrine over reality. 





有 人 认为 “ 金 * 是 形声 字 ,从 土 , 今 声 。 金 产生 于 土 中 ,所 以 从 * 土 "; 土 这 

边 的 两 点 表示 金属 矿物 埋藏 于 上 。 “人 金 "的 本 义 不 是 单 指 黄金 ,而 是 金属 的 通 
称 ,在 所 有 的 金属 中 ,黄金 是 最 珍贵 的 ,今天 我 们 也 将 货币 称 为 金 ,如 “现金 ”、 
“基金 "奖金 "“ 美 金 "等 。 me 备 常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,写作 “入”， 
GEFI AMATIR 下 面 , 写 作 * 人 金 "。 爹 部 的 字 , 有 的 与 金属 的 名 称 
有 关 , 例 如 * 铜 "“ 铁 "“ 针 " 等 ,有 的 是 强调 革 些 加 物 是 由 金属 材料 制作 的 , 例 


如 “kt $5 i E x "AE : 


SB VR OK ALBA ob dl 


Ancient form 2 f 


Some Chinese scholars consider & (jin; gold) a phonetic-semantic 
compound, because the ancient script of this character is formed with two 
characters: 4 (jin) on the top represents the pronunciation of the character 
and + (earth) at the bottom indicates its meaning—a precious metal (gold) 
that is excavated from the earth. 4’s meaning is not limited to gold however. 
It refers to all metals and anything related to metal. In the past, gold was 
considered the most precious of all materials and was used as a standard of 
currency. Asaresult, < also means money, such as in the contemporary 
Chinese words 现金 (xidnjin; cash), 3& 4 (jijin; funds), and 美金 (méijin; US 
dollars). As a radical, when it stands on the left of a compound, it is written 
as €. It indicates that the character signifies something related to metal such 
as He] (tong; copper), tk (tié; iron), and $5 (lu; aluminium). It is also used to 
indicate an object that is typically made out of metal, such as #4 (guo; wok) 
and 9 (chán; shovel). 





"An | 





拾金不昧 means one does not pocket the money one picks up. 

This was a true story happened recently in a city In China. When leaving 
a taxi one day a company manager left his cell phone in the car. When the taxi 
driver discovered the cell phone he knew that the phone's owner must be ` 
very worried about his lost phone, so he tried to find him. However, the 
manager had not left his name and address with the driver, so it was only after 
great effort that the driver finally found him. When the manager saw his lost 
cell phone, he was touched by the driver's noble efforts and asked for the 
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e ZS Ag 
ar 3 部 首 ， as 2 





driver's home address. That weekend, the manager visited the driver and 
presented him with an envelope saying that there was just a thank-you note 
inside. After the Manager left, the driver opened the envelope. To his surprise, 
in addition to the thank-you note there was also one thousand dollars! This 
situation generates an ethical question: If the driver accepts the money, can 
we still consider him to have 拾金不昧 ? If you were the driver, would you 
accept the reward money or not? 





Heart 





“ 心 " 是 象形 字 Lil XFAR Zo MIE. ;中 间 像 心脏 ,外 面 像 心 的 包 络 。 
心脏 是 人 体 中 最 为 重要 的 器 官 ， 心 脏 停止 跳动 意味 着 生命 的 结束 ，。 作为 部 
了 ， 心 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ， SAS 有 时 位 于 汉字 下 
Al, SVE“ HE" Lote 的 字 大 多 与 人 的 思想 层 竹 E 中 国 古 代 , Am ` 
认为 < 心 "是 思维 器 GE LAB SEG “A” IAA 


和 情绪 意思 的 汉字 中 者 用” | 
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第 二 课 Ke RBA BoA 


Ancient form (9 


心 is a pictograph. The ancient form of it looks like a picture of the heart 
with its four chambers. When 心 is used as a radical on the left side of a 
compound, it is written as 小 . 心 also occurs at the bottom of a compound, 
where it is written either as 心 or 4. The heart is one of the most vital 
organs in the human body. When the heart stops we die. In ancient China, 
people thought the heart was the source of all mental activity. Therefore, 
characters with the 心 radical tend to relate to thoughts and feelings such as 
思想 (sixiáng; thinking), 感情 (gsnqing; feeling), and DS (simu; to admire). 


故事 Story 





Ri ub E (Zud zéi xin xu) A thief has a p conscience 
: fo. be Bt thief OG heart; mind E uneasy ` 


mm 





It was a dark night. A head thief led his three henchmen to a household. 

He climbed over the rear courtyard wall and approached the window of a 
bedroom. There he overheard a couple conversing within. The husband said: 
"Is it here yet?" The wife said, "Yes, but only the head is in." The head 
thief was astonished! How did the couple know that he was the head thief? 
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He em his three lackeys into the yard with a wave of his hand. One of 
the thieves slipped around to the backyard. The husband asked, “How many 
now?" The wife said, "About half." The husband asked, "Shall we catch 
them now?" The wife said, "Definitely." This conversation scared the thieves 
away. They thought the couple was talking about them. Actually the couple 
were talking about the cockroaches inside of the room. 

作 贼 心虚 is used to describe the paranoia of people who have a guilty 
conscience. 


9. T[t1 (10) 部 























“ 土 ? 是 象形 字 ,从 十 文字 的 构 形 来 看 ,古人 描摹 的 是 一 种 特定 意义 的 
“ 士 ” :被 紧 立 起 来 的 土 块 。 作 为 部 首 十? 通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 或 下 面 。 土 部 
的 字 可 以 表示 土地 的 种 类 地形 .建筑 物 以 及 与 土 有 关 的 事物 ,例如 “地 ” 
"E" "EU “tal? See ee AR Ay “A” “党 "本 来 是 指 禹 大 的 房子 ,所 以 “证 ?从 
土 。 在 中 国 太 代 ， 和 区 "并 不 是 一 般 人 能 进入 的 地 方 ,因为 国 镍 经 前 在 "让 "上 
举行 祭礼 .庆典 等 重要 活动 。 由 于 “和 莹 " 在 建筑 上 的 非 同一 及 它 的 特殊 
作用 ,所 以 “党 ?引申 指 盛大 的 样子 。 成 请“ 党 党 正 正 ”, 原 形容 强大 整齐 的 样 
TIPS, ERR, "ST x EH d FH AC BJ 28788 Ie AB T] UL "16 


+99 UE d 
3k Ei em 


T DA R olen I eh e E tti OF 


S ok 水 下 口 . 木 . 手 . 人 .人 金 . 心 .十 .月 


Ancient form (y 


+ is a pictograph. The ancient form of + indicates a small lump of clay. 
As a radical, it often appears either on the left or at the bottom of a compound. 
The meanings of characters containing + are often related to land, 
topography, the earth, or architecture. Here are some examples: 地 (di; 
land), 3X (po; slope) , Së (jiang; border), and 3% (yu; area). + appears in the 
bottom of the character 3£. 党 ’s original meaning is big building where 
formal religious activities were held. The word 18] 3€ (cítáng) means ancestral 
hall where important family event often took place. 


故事 Story 





f Wy (Gn tù lè yè) 
eace { homeland D happy. IR career ` 


T 
Pe 





安土 乐 业 means living and working in peace and contentment. 

During the Warring States Period (BC 722-481), there was a man 
named Li Er. It was said that he had had grey hair and a long beard from the 
day he was born; therefore people called him Laozi (old man). Actually this 
story is not true. Laozi is simply an honorific title the people of that time 








VINE AA 


aa 





gave Li Er because of their great respect for him. Laozi was a great scholar. 
He was dissatisfied with the society In which he lived because it was rife 
with war and poverty. He was nostalgic for the golden age of the Sage Kings. 
He proposed the “small country lower population” idea. He thought if the 
population of a small country is small, the society will have sufficient 
resources to support its people, and there would be no need to fight for 
resources and food. Then people can 安土 乐 业 一 live a prosperous and 
contented life. 


10. 月 [月 ](yue) 部 。 








“ARIE OR EKA OR KA CIB. AB Meta H 58” 
引申 指 时 间 单 位 ,例如 “年 月 "之 “月 "。 月 亮 圆 缺 变化 的 一 个 周期 ,恰恰 就 是 
“月 "表示 时 间 的 长 短 。 所 以 人 们 根据 月 亮 的 圆 缺 变化 周期 确定 了 “月 "这 个 
时 间 单 位 。 作 为 部 首 “月 ”有 时 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 有 时 在 汉字 的 下 面 。 月 部 的 
闻 多 与 时 间 和 光明 有 联系 ,例如 “期 "“ 时 ”“ 明 "等 字 。 汉 字 经 过 隶 变 后 ， 
“月 "和 ”和 肉 ? 作 为 部 诈 用 于 构 字 时 ,合并 成 一 个 形体 ,都 写作 月” ,所 以 月 部 
的 字 又 与 人 体 有 关 ,例如 “ 腰 "“ 肝 >“ 肠 "“ 骨 "”“ 背 ”等 都 和 人 体 有 关 , 因 
此 ,在 学 TOLER, 我 们 要 对 “月 "部 字 进 ID o 


M aa PA EE aA D phe esta pe era ser led rar tu Meme e efi tm m 
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第 二 课 kK a RFRA E bH 


Ancient form ( 


The original meaning ofthe pictograph 月 is moon. Its ancient form looks 
like a crescent moon. Because the waxing and waning of the moon divides 
the year into natural cycles, H also means month. As a radical, it can appear 
on the left or at the bottom of a compound to indicate meanings related to 
time and light, such as in the characters 期 (qi; period) , 时 (shi; time), and BH 
(míng; bright). After the simplification of Seal Script in the Qin Dynasty, the 
character [Al (flesh) was simplified to H , the exact same character as moon. 
Therefore, in modern script we see characters such as f#(ydo; waist), 肝 (gan; 
liver), H (chóng; intestine), Ej (wei; stomach), and 1$ (bèi; back) written with 
月 . In these characters H means flesh rather than moon. 


故事 Story 





10. 月 下 老人 (Yue xia Ido rén)The old man under moon | 
BR moon k under £.old..A..man.. ^" — 





-~t 


This story took place in the Tang Dynasty. One day, a man named 
Weigu got up very early in the morning. As he stepped out the door to his 
house, he saw that the moon was still in the sky. He also saw an old man 
sitting on the stairway that lead up to his house reading a book. When he 
asked the old man what he was reading the old man replied that it wasa 
book from the immortal realm. Shocked, Weigu asked what kind of job the 

old man held in the immortal world. The old man replied that he was in 
charge of human beings’ marriages. Weigu was happy to hear this because 
he was very poor and had thus far been unable to find a beautiful girl to 
marry him. So Weigu asked the old man where he could find a girl to marry. 
The old man took him to a market and pointed to a three year old girl in a 
shabby dress in the distance, “She will be your future bride.” Weigu was very 
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disappointed and doubted the old man’s words. But 14 years later, Weigu 
had become a government official and married a beautiful young girl. 
Curious, he made inquiries and discovered that his bride was indeed the 
three-year old girl he saw in the market 14 years ago. As Weigu’s story spread, 
people began to believe that there was a supernatural matchmaker 月 下 老人 
who arranged everyone’ s marriages. 





人 








“ 系 "是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 一 束 细 丝 之 形 , 本 义 是 指 细 丝 。“ 系 "在 现代 汉 
语 中 只 用 作 部 首 , 一 般 不 单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 系 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 写 
作 “ "(繁体 作 和 ), 俗 称 “ 绞 丝 旁 "; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ,写作 “条 ”"。“ 系 ”部 
的 字 多 与 服装 .服饰 质料 有 关 , 比如 * 线 "“ 纱 "网 ", 也 与 颜色 等 意义 有 关 ， 
比如 *“ 红 "“ 绿 "“ 紫 "。“ 系 "显然 不 是 一 种 颜料 ,为 什么 表示 颜色 的 汉字 中 都 
“条 " 呢 ? 这 是 因为 "条" 可 以 被 染 成 不 同 的 颜色 。 


Ancient form d 


系 is a pictograph. Its original meaning is silk. The ancient form of # 
looks like twisted strands of silk yarn. In modern Chinese, 条 is no longer an 
independent character. It was replaced by another character 丝 . 系 is now used - E 
only as a radical. As a radical, when 条 appears on the left of a character, it ` 
is Written as £ (5 in Traditional Characters). Characters with the 系 radical 
have meanings related to making clothes or cloth materials such as £X ` 








(xian; thread), 纱 (sha; gauze), and 24 (chóu; silk). 条 is also used for color 
words such as ZI (hóng; red), 2k (lù; green), and X (zi; purple). Why is # 
used for color words? Because silk is dyed into different colors. 








hou zhi lù) 
JA. silk 之 -of ...road.The.Silk.Road 


11. £8 ZW (SIC 
o K Zo 





According to archaeological research, China has been producing silk for 
about four thousand years. In the Han Dynasty (BC 202-AD 8), a diplomat 
named Zhang Qian opened a land trading route from Asia to Europe. This road 
started in X1 an China and went through Gansu, Xinjiang, Western Asia, and 
ended in the Mediterranean countries. This route later was named as 丝绸 之 
路 一 the Silk Road. According to legend, in the first century, an emperor of 
Rome wore a gown made of Chinese silk to watch an opera in a theater. 
Everyone in the theater was amazed by his luxurious gown. From then on, 
Chinese silk was a popular commodity among the Roman elite. 


^ 
à 
x 


oe T 
"i tmc AN 
CPT m E 
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第 二 课 f ah. ZS ep XU. H i fi 


12. d (chóng hut) " 





Insects... 
古 字形 $ 
“ 虫 ? 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 一 条 盘 曲 的 蛇 形 :上 面 是 蛇 头 ,下 面 是 蛇 的 身 


子 。 本 读 hui, BE” H hh, JAA TE "88" BY TR AS, 本义 是 昆虫 的 通 
称 , 引 申 泛 指 动 物 , 作为 部 首 ,“ 虫 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 或 下 面 。 电 部 的 字 多 
与 昆虫 或 动物 有 关 Lp a RU Seg EU ELS KE SEI WR CET 


Ancient form M 


D is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like a coiled snake with its 
head sticking out. The ancient pronunciation of Hi is hui in the character JR 
(hui; a venomous snake). In modern Chinese D is the simplified form of Së 
(chóng), which means insect and its pronunciation is chóng. As a radical, Hi 
often appears on the left side of compounds, such as in the words 蜜蜂 
(miféng; bee) and SHAME (hüdié; butterfly). Œ, is also used for characters 
signifying small water animals, such as #F(xid; shrimp) and SE (xie; crab). 
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WEN chong xià cdo) 
! insect Àj summer. &i grass 





A D Ei Et is the name of a precious traditional Chinese medicine which 
grows in the area of Tibet. It cures kidney and lung diseases. As its name 
suggests, this special medicine is a combination of insects and fungus. The 
formation of this medicine begins in winter, when a certain kind of fungus 
invades the body of an insect. The fungus grows and absorbs all of the 
insect's nutrients, eventually killing the bug. During the summer, the 
fungus grow out from the dead body of the insect into the ground. The 
medicine is then ready to be harvested. The harvesting period of 冬虫夏草 
is only about 15 to 20 days. The complex development and short harvest 
period of this plant make this medicine rare and precious. 





BR ART aT ORE Un. fà 


13. HLI LULA 
«Speech. 





is zi "TS BSc, T CE E rn i d Ph Ze ,表示 有 所 言 培 ， 本 义 是 指 
说 话 , 例 如“ 发言" 言论” 之“ 言 "。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 言 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 写 
作 “”, 俗 称 “ 言 字 劳 ”; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ,写作 “ 言 "。 言 部 的 宇多 与 言语 


实 ,不 说 假 话 。 由 * 人 ”和 * 言 "组 成 的 “ 信 " 的 本 义 指 作为 一 个 人 ,言语 应 当真 
实 ,引申 为 信任 、 相 信 等 意义 。 


V 


Ancient form BB 


E is not a self-explanatory character. That is, the ancient script of zi is 
not a pictograph—a picture of an object or event. Rather it uses symbols to 
suggest an abstract concept. The ancient form of zi indicates a tongue sticking 
out of a mouth. It means “to speak." As a radical zi is often placed on the 
left side of a compound. Its simplified form is } . The radical & is used for 
words relating to verbal behaviors, such as 评论 (pínglün; to comment) and - 
We Wi (tánhuà; to talk). It is also used for words related to integrity, such as D 


(chéng; honest) and 信 (xin; M" because integrity is established by keeping eai 


your word. 





41 ` 





42 


”好 good relations ` 





13. 言 归 于 好 (Ydn gui yu háo) ^ 
S talking (here z; used as an auxiliary word) H] restore 于 to 





During the Spring and Autumn Period (BC 770—476), princes under 
the emperor competed to expand their territories and authority, which 
caused many wars. To stop the endless violence, in 615 BC, Emperor Qi 
held a meeting in a city called Kuiqiu to discuss forming alliances among 
the princes. Asa result ofthis meeting, the princes agreed to three things: 
there would be no more obstructing water resources; no more impeding food 
circulation, and no more hereditary officials. The Princes put aside their past 
hostilities and became reconciled. Later, people use 言 归 于 好 to describe 
any situation in which people stop fighting each other and become friends 


again. 








第 一 巢 ES M id x ES ~ GC M T SK CE ~ 日 M ^h ` fü 


14. tt (ni) 部 E 


.Female.. 











"Ir" FERRIS ER PEIN AIBA, KIELER 
性 、 女 人。 作为 部 首 ,“ 女 "通常 位 于 汉 罕 的 左 侧 ,如 “ 姐 ”; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 
而 ,如 “小 ”, 女 部 的 字 多 和 女性 有 关 。“ 姓 ”是 形声 宇 , 其 中 的 “ 女 " 旁 强调 了 女性 
在 家 族 中 的 地 位 。 传 说 中 的 “五 帝 " 姓 各 不 相同 ,黄帝 姓 姬 ,神农 ( 即 炎 珊 ) 姓 雪 ， 

Ny VET, ELSE MEW E EW "Ne" SR A "ME REMA R, 
这 说 明 在 远古 时 代 , 中 国 确实 曾经 历经 过 母系 社会 。 不 仅 如 此 ,而 且 那 个 时 
代 , 妇 女 处 于 被 保护 和 受 苯 敬 的 地 位 ,例如 “ 安 " 字 由 " 女 " 和 "~" (房子 ) 组 成 。 





Ancient form á 


Zr isa pictograph. The ancient form of & looks like a female in a kneeling 
position with her two hands resting on her knees. The original meaning of 女 
is female. As a radical, it usually appears often on the left or at the bottom of 


a compound, such as in the character 4H (jié; elder sister) and 2 (pó; old — 


woman). The character 姓 (xing; surname) also has the 7x radical. This is 


because the characters represent a female giving a birth to her child. In ` 
prehistoric China, the legendary rulers The Five Lords, all had the 女 radical - 


in their surnames. Their names were lli (ji) 2 (jiang), 9 (ying), Bk (yao), and. 
WI (si). This may indicate that, for a time, China was a matrilineal society—a 
society that traces heritage through mothers rather than fathers. It seemed that | 
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character 安 (Gn; peace or safe). The top part of € is the radical ~ (house) 
and the bottom part is &. This could indicate the belief that a family is safe 
when it is run by a female. 








14. Zr d X (Nüwa bu tian) 


In remote antiquity, there was a goddess named 女 娲 . It is said that she 
had a human head and a snake body. She did many great things for mankind. 
Her most impressive gift to humanity was to patch up the sky. The sky was 
damaged when the God of Water had a fight with the God of Fire. In the 
course of their fight one of four pillars holding up the sky was broken. 
Unsupported, half the sky collapsed. Then a huge crack appeared in the earth 
causing a big forest fire that spread across the world. The people's lives 
were in danger. In order to save them, 44 melted Five-Colored Rock and 
used the rock liquid to fill the hole in the sky. Then she took a huge 
tortoise, cut off all four feet and A 
used them as four pillars to hold uc" — a 
up the sky. Further catastrophe wc 2:220 
was averted and humans were 
able to resume normal life. 
However, the sky still tilted a bit 
toward the west and the earth 
tipped a bit towards the east. This 
is why today the sun and the moon 
travel towards the west, and the 


Rene 





water in the rivers flows toward 
the east. B 


Bok 系 . 虫 . 言 . 女 . 竹 . 火 . 干 .日 . 石 . 鱼 


15. 竹 [“](zhu) 部 





古 字 形 A 





MERE THERM LE MSRP FR, HE “PT 
BA AP AE Td ES” RAT PK” RFE SIT A A 


X, BAAN” EE 
RAL FER AS THERE Sb LT TP ERU RR E — n 





AE FH TT. REPRE IR ILES] nk E SSGHDSOLEL PEU re" "ST eem 
“人行” 都 是 表意 符号 。 在 纸 发 明 以 前 ,竹子 曾 被 中 国人 用 来 当 作 主 要 的 书写 材 
料 。 


Ancient form £} 


TT is a pictograph. The ancient form of fT depicts two upright bamboo 
poles with their leaves stretching out. When fT is used as a radical it often 
stands on the top of a compound and is written as ^^. When it appears as a 
radical, it indicates that the thing the character represents 1s made out of 
bamboo. For example, E (kuài) means bamboo-made chopsticks; 笛 (dí) 
means bamboo flute; and ZE (fá) is type of raft that is made of bamboo. The ` 
characters 28 (bu; ee 篇 (pian; a piece of writing), and & (on: 
writing paper) all contain ^'. This is because before the invention of paper 
Chinese people wrote on slats of bamboo. | 
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15. fld 8 il 1j (Xiong 


you chéng zhu) 





In the Northern Song Dynasty, A painter named Wentong was famous 
for his paintings of bamboos. Why was he so good at painting bamboos? His 
secret was that he planted all kinds of bamboos around his house, So he 
could observe these bamboos growing and changing in different seasons and 
in different weather conditions. Gradually, the varied images of these bamboos 
were imprinted in his mind, and appeared vividly before his eyes whenever 
he began to paint. A poet described Wentong’s great skill in painting bamboo 
as 胸有成竹 一 一 the concept of bamboo exists in painter's mind before 
painting. Later, people used this idiom to describe the situation of having a 
well-thought-out plan beforehand. 





bo, 





BR RO TORE A fa 


Weg ed e Liege 


Hire... 








证 字形 


“ 火 ” 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 火苗 上 窗 之 状 。“ 火 ”的 本 义 是 指 火焰 。 作 为 部 
育 ,“ 火 ”有 时 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 写 作 “ 火 ”; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ,写作 “»”, 读 
作 “ 四 反 底 ”例如 “名 " 指 用 火 做 饭 ,“ 热 " 指 温度 融 。 可 想 而 知 , 火 部 的 字 大 痢 
与 火 . 热 或 光 等 意义 有 关 PN KR” ,新造 会 意 字 ,上 “一 ”下 “ 火 ”, 表 示 把 火 压 
住 并 使 之 烽 灭 。 义 如 “ 灰 烦 ” 即 物质 燃烧 后 镜 下 的 粉 未 状 的 东西 





Ancient form (NM 


XX. is a pictograph. The ancient form looks like a burning campfire. As a 
radical, itis often placed on the left or at the bottom of a compound. When ` 
placed at the bottom of a character 4X is sometimes written as ^», as in the 
characters (zhi; to cook) and #4 (ré; hot). Obviously, if a character has 火 
as a radical its meaning probably relates to fire. For example, K (miè) is 
formed by placing — (a cover) over 火 (fire), and so it means—to extinguish. 
In the two-character word 7X £s (huijin) both characters have the 火 radical to 
indicate the meaning ash—the product left after a fire. 
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16. 





火烧 赤壁 (Hu shao Chibi) 
K fire € burn gp red & cliff (Red. Cliff:.a place name) =+ 





This 1s a another story from the novel of the Three Kingdoms. In 208, 
Cao Cao— King of the Wei State, Liu Bei—King of the Shu State, and Sun 
Quan— King of Wu State, were still competing to become the emperor of all 
of China. -One day Cao Cao led 200 thousand soldiers in an attack on Liu's 
southern territory. He intended to defeat Liu and then conquer Sun. Liu and 
sun, however, finally formed an alliance to stand against Cao at Red Cliff, (a 
town in the north side of Yangzi River. Today the town is called Chijishan in 
Hubei province). Zhou Yu—the general of Sun's army, and Zhuge Liang— 
the Military Councilor of Liu Bei, got together to prepare for this military 
assault. They knew that they had much fewer soldiers than Cao Cao. It would 
not wise to engage in one-to-one direct combat. However, the battle was 
fought on the river beside Red Cliff. Cao's soldiers were all from dry northern 
China, and therefore most of them did not know how to swim. For this 
reason, Cao Cao had ordered his troops to connect their war boats with iron 
chains and also to pave with wood boards the spaces between the ships, so 
that the soldiers could engage in combat in the boats as if they were on land. 
Knowing this, Zhou and Zhuge decided to attack with fire. Pretending that they 
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第 二 如 系 . 贝 . 言 . 女 . 竹 . 火 . 干 .日 . 石 . 鱼 


were going to capitulate to Cao, they prepared more than 10 small boats and 
sailed toward Cao’s war boats. Cao was tricked and pleased to see his 
enemy with intention of surrendering. Then suddenly, each small boat burst 
into flame! The strong southeast wind caught the fire and quickly spread it 

into Cao’s battleships. Soon all of Cao Cao’s boats burned to ash and most 
of his soldiers were dead by burning or drowning. All Cao could do was to 
collect his surviving soldiers and withdraw to the north. 


17. t [E] (wáng ) i F 








EERIE EWR EE 
很 目 然 地 引申 为 统治 与 权力 。 在 中 国 古 代 ,“ 王 " 专 指 最 高 统治 者 , 即 指 统治 
天 下 的 君主 ， ,也 称 " 星 融 "。 作 为 部 资 “ 王 "有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 , 有 时 位 于 汉 





字 里 面 。 多 与 帝王 等 意义 有 关 , 例 如 * 皇 ”。 汉 字 王 " 和 *“ 玉 "作为 
部 首 时 ,混同 为 一 个 形体 ,所 以 现代 汉字 中 许多 带 有 “ 王 " 部 首 的 字 , 其 意义 


FEMMES R, WU EBEDE, “WRR EOMER. 
Ancient form A I 


XE is a pictograph. Some Chinese scholars believe the ancient form of +. 
is a picture ofan axe. An axe could represent the right to kill; a right extended 


only to the emperor. Therefore Æ ’s extended meaning is ruler. Characters - 


containing the Œ radical have meanings related to rulers or ruling such as Œ 
(huáng; emperor). After the simplification of Seal Script in the Qin Dynasty, ` 
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17 抛砖引玉 (Pao zhuan yin yu) 





玉 (yu) was simplified to share the character as £. 玉 means jade, as in 9$ 
(ling; the clinking sound of jade pieces colliding )and 理 (li; the original 
meaning is jade processing and carving; its extended meaning is to handle). 
Therefore, when you see a character with the + radical, bear in mind it 


could mean something related to jade, rather than ruling. 


e emet SU. ws 
A T Br 
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In ancient China there lived a man named Zhao Gu, who wrote very 
also wrote poems, but thought his 





good poems. Another man—Chang Jian 
poetry was not as good as Zhao Gu’s. Chang decided to surreptitiously solicit 
a poem from Zhao to keep it as piece of collection. One day, Chang learned 
that Zhao would visit Linyan Temple. So he wrote a few verses on the wall 
of the temple, but left the poem incomplete. He hoped that Zhao would see 
his half-done poem and would not be able to resist adding a second half. 
sure enough, Zhao completed the poem. Later people started to refer to 





NN a s a MARS, 
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Chang’ s clever scheme as 抛砖引玉 , because he used his mediocre verses 
(bricks) as bait to get excellent verses (jade)—from Zhao Gu. 


Today 抛砖引玉 means to initiate a discussion with simple remarks so 
that others may come up with valuable ideas. This is also a self-deprecating 
remark used when modestly referring to one’s contribution in a group effort. 


18. ACA od 
«Sun 








“日 ?是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 太 阳 之 形 :轮廓 像 圆 形 的 太阳 ,一 横 或 一 点 表 
示 太 阳 的 光 。“ 日 "的 本 义 是 指 太 阳 , 引 申 指 白 天 ,又 引申 为 计算 时 间 的 单位 ， 
例如 “十 日 ”, 即 十 天 。 作 为 部 首 , 日 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 、 上 面 或 下 面 。 日 
部 字 多 与 太阳 、 时 间 等 意义 有 关 。“ 时 ” 指 一 切 事物 不 断 发 展 变化 所 经 历 的 过 
程 ,即时 间 。“ 早 ”本 指 早晨 , 即 太阳 升 起 的 时 候 , 引 申 指 时 间 , 与 “ 晚 " 相 对 , 例 
Jp ^ E ORBE. —^EZ OYPAE T TR VEROJ IL UU ZR UR DC ,万 物 复 办 ,生气 
BNE A ae FPES H, 
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18. $ V ø H (Kuafü zhu ri) 





Ancient form © 


H is a pictograph. The ancient form of H is a picture of sun. The stroke 
inside the circle symbolizes the rays of sun. The original meaning of H is 
sun. Its extended meanings are day and time. For example, 时 (shi) means 
time; 早 (záo) means morning (the character suggests that sun is rising over 
the horizon); H% (wan) means night (the character suggests that the sun setting 
in the west); and 春 (chun) means spring (the character suggests that the 
sunshine is now reaching the new spring grass). As you can see from the 
examples above the radical H can occur on the left, top, or bottom of a 


compound. 








In remote antiquity, a group of giants lived deep in the mountains of 
northern China. The Head of the group was named 4 4. He had a pair of 
gold snakes hanging from his ears and had another two wrapped around his 
wrists. One year, the weather was extremely hot and dry. Every day the sun 
shone hotter than before. The trees all died and the rivers all dried out. 4 4¢ 
decided that to save themselves mankind needed control of the sunshine, SO 
he set out to capture the sun. After many days of chasing, he saw the sun was 


just in front of him. So he opened his arms to grab it, but the hot, bright sun ` | 
slowly roasted him. He dehydrated and died. While dying, he lamented his ` 


failure and threw away his walking stick in grief. Suddenly, the ground where 


me RETO NER 
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the walking stick fell erupted into a vast forest of peach trees. The peaches 
from these trees quenched the thirst of weary travelers throughout history. 





19. fi (shi) il 





OS yl 


五" 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 岩 角 下 一 石 块 之 形 。“ 石 "的 本 义 指 山 石 。“ 石 ” 
引申 指 坚 定 和 牢固 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 石 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侦 ,有 时 位 于 汉字 的 
mex Bg. Dänz SU AR ARATE AK. “HATE EIA G oi Te 
事物 的 基底 或 根基 ,例如 “基础 ” er bier ME | 








ER 
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Ancient form ` d 


fı is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like a rock falling from a cliff. 
The original meaning of 41 means mountain rock or stone. The extended 
meaning is strong and stable (as a rock). As a radical, it can be placed on 
the left, top, or bottom of a compound. Characters with the 4 radical are 
often related to rock or things made from stone. For example, fili (chi) means 
foundation, which is one of stone’ s primary functions. The character Bt (wan; 
bowl) is a phonetic-semantic compound. The radical 4 on the left suggests 
that the bowl is made of stone. The right part 29 is a phonetic radical to 
indicate that the pronunciation of this character is wan. 





19. & G Wt x (Dián shi chéng jin) 





It is said that in the Jin Dynasty, there was a Magistrate of Jingyang 
County, named Xu Xun, who could do magic. One year, due to terrible 





TEUER ER LR E T P AT CAT O i . 
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SUR du ZS ZA rk OE UA. f 


weather conditions, there was no harvest of grain. Peasants were not able to 
pay their taxes. Xu Xun then used his magic to help the people. He touched a 
stone and immediately it turned into a piece of gold. He distributed the gold 
to all the peasants so that they could use it to pay their taxes. Now the idiom 
点 石 成 金 also means to turn a crude essay into a literary gem. 








是 象形 字 ,二 文字 像 鱼 之 形 。“ 鱼 "和 "“ 余 "谐音 ,因此 在 中 国 ! 

文化 中 ,“ 鱼 "是 富足 .吉祥 、 有 余 的 象征 ,所 以 中 国人 设 宣 庆 祝 节 日 时 一 定 要 
旋 鱼 ,作为 部 首 ,“ 鱼 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 无 侧 , 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 。 鱼 部 的 字 
多 和 鱼 有 关 , 例 如“* 鲁 ”, 即 “鲤鱼 ”是 中 国 芝 见 的 一 种 鱼 。 “ 鲜 " 字 最 早 是 指 鱼 


类 ,引申 指 味 道 





Ancient form d 


f& is a pictograph. The ancient form of f& is a drawing of a fish. Because 
the pronunciation of fish f& (yú) is the same as the pronunciation for Z (yu; 
surplus), so Chinese people always eat a fish on major holidays to bring good 
luck and plenty. As a radical, f& often appears on the left or at the bottom of 
a compound. The meanings of characters with the radical often connect | 
fish or fish related things, such as ## (li; e 鲜 (xian; Deg as fish), and 
fifi (géng; fishbone). 
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20. & WK f (Yuán mù git yú) 
cue 绿 climb NM re ec atch RB AISA «à 


In the Spring and Autumn Period, the King of Qi intended to rule his 
state with force. However, Mencius (BC 372—BC 289) offered the King a 
piece of advice: “Your Majesty, using force to control your people would be 
just like climbing a tree to catch a fish. You’ re making a futile effort.” The 
king accepted Mencius’ s advice and ruled his country with benevolence. 

缘 木 求 鱼 is used to describe working in a wrong direction or striving in 
opposition to natural laws. When a person works in this way it is impossible 


to achieve their goals. 
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21. 出 (shan) 部 








“ 山 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 山峰 并 立 之 形 。 本 义 是 指 地 面 上 由 土石 构成 的 
高 出 地 面 的 部 分 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 山 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 上 
面 或 下 面 。 山 部 的 字 ,一 般 都 与 山岭 或 山 的 形状 有 关系 。“ 峰 "是 指 高 而 尖 的 
山头 。“ 尝 "是 指 高 峻 的 山崖 或 构成 地 这 的 石头 。“ 岳 "是 指 高 大 的 山 ,“ 五 岳 ” 
是 指 中 国 的 五 大 名 山 : 东 岳 过 山南 岳 衡山 .西岳 华山 ,北岳 恒山 ,中 项 党 山 ， 
其 中 泰山 为 五 岳之 尊 。 


Ancient form i 


Il} is a pictograph. The ancient form of 山 depicts three distant mountain 
peaks. Therefore, the original meaning of 山 refers to mountain. As a radical, 
it sometimes appears on the left side of a compound and sometimes on the 
top or bottom of a compound. Characters containing the Ll radical have 
meanings related to mountain. For example, the character 峰 (feng) means 
peak, 石 (y6n) means crag or rock in a mountain. EE (yu) refers to magnificent. 
mountains. In China, there are five 4: zb The Eastern Mountain—(Mount 
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"m o f The Southern Mountain (Mount Heng 衡山 );， 西岳 The 
Western Mountain (Mount Hua 华山 ); 北岳 (Mount Heng 恒山 ); and The 
Central Mountain 中 后 (Mount Song 高 山 ). Among them, Mount Tai is the 


most famous. 





21. 8 ^ B Il (Yügong yi shan) 
-. M Foolish. 2. old. man. e move 出 mountain... 





Once upon a time, there was an old man. People called him Yugong 
(Foolish man). He was about 90 years old. In front of his home there were two 
mountains that caused great inconvenience to his family. To go anywhere 
they had to climb over the mountains. Yugong decided to remove the two 
mountains. Another old man called Zhisou (Wise man) lived near the Yellow 
River. When he heard of Yugong’s plan he laughed, saying, “Yugong is 
foolish. He ls so old and the mountains are so big. How can he remove them?” 
But Yugong replied, “If I cannot finish my work, my children, grandchildren 
and their descendants will continue my efforts. Eventually, we will move the 
mountain.” Yugong’s determination impressed the Lord of Heaven, so he 
sent two supernatural beings to help move the two mountains away. 

This story shows that with dogged perseverance everything 1s possible. 
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22. e i Ji — 


_ Foot ` 





“是 ”是 会 意 字 ,古文 字 下 部 是 “ 止 ”, 即 脚 的 象形 ,上 面 的 形状 一 说 是 膝 
盖 的 象形 ,两 部 分 合 起 来 正好 是 十 代 “ 足 ?所 指 的 范围 : 自 膝 盖 到 足 趾 的 部 
分 ,也 就 是 今天 我 们 所 说 的 “小 腿 ”"。 大 约 目 中 古 以 后 ,“ 足 "表示 UAE 
物 身 体 最 下 部 接触 地 面 的 部 分 ， 也 就 是 我 们 今天 所 称 的 “ 脚 ”。 作 为 部 首 
“ 足 ?" 通 常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 或 下 边 。 足 "部 的 字 大 多 与 脚 有 关 。“ 跟 "是 指 脚 的 
后 部 。“ 趾 "是 指 脚 指头 。“ 踢 "是 指 用 脚 触 击 。“ 跑 "是 指 两 脚 交 互 向 前 迅速 前 
进 ,例如 “跑步 "。“ 路 "是 指 往来 通行 的 地 方 。“ 次 " 指 脚 扭伤 。 








Ancient form YT 


JÆ is an ideograph. The top part of the ancient form indicates the knee, 
and the bottom part is the lower leg and foot. After the Middle Ancient Era 
(from third century to ninth century C.E.), came to be used to refer 


exclusively to feet. As a radical, 是 often appears on the left side ofa ` 


compound, although it sometimes also appears on the bottom. Characters 
that contain Æ often have meanings related to parts of the foot or actions 
that use the feet. For example, 跟 (gen) means heel; BE (zhi) means toe; BH 
(ti) means to wee 跑 (páo) means to run; and 路 (lu) means road (amenity 


for walking). % (bié )means wrench. 
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22. 画蛇添足 (Hua shé tiàn zú) 
draw «i snake % add Æ feet — 





A long time ago, a family gave their God an offering of a Jar of wine. 
After the ceremony, the host of the family gave the wine to his servants. 
There were several servants and all of them wanted the whole jar. One 
Servant came up with an idea to decide the issue. He suggested that they hold 
a drawing contest. They would each draw a snake. The person who finished 
drawing the snake first would get the wine. Everyone agreed to this plan and 
started drawing. One person drew very fast. He finished the snake and 
grabbed the wine jar with one hand. Noticing the others were still working, 
he used his other hand to continue drawing and adding feet to his snake. 
When he was doing so, another person finished drawing and grabbed the jar 
of wine from his hand saying, "Snakes don't have feet, so what you drew is 
not a snake! I fished drawing a snake first so I am the winner." 
This story is a warning not to ruin the effect by adding something 


unnecessary. 
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第 四 课 WWE. SEH. US 


23. BIB }(nido) ii bet 





Bird. - 
古 字形 RN 

"Rr Bes HS dd aes 长 尾 长 羽 的 CE JP. KM EMS, Sm 
IE CARO AR, EIRA, ORAE ETC! RII AI RISE DUE A 


d'r. Dänn, "mr HY" RES ELLE 
部 ,是 因为 它们 都 具有 * 飞 的 本 能 。“ 能 " 即 能 鸟 , 是 现代 鸟 类 中 形体 (个 儿 ) 
最 大 的 一 种 鸟 , 多 生活 在 非洲 的 草原 和 沙漠 地 带 。“ 鸣 ?本 来 是 指 鸟 的 叫 声 ， 
引申 指 飞 禽 或 昆虫 的 叫 声 ， 














Ancient form R 


& is a pictograph. Its ancient form is a vivid portrayal of a bird with a 
long tail and long feathers. Therefore, its original meaning is bird. Later Ej 
was used to refer to any kind of birds. As a radical, D often is placed on the 
left side or on the bottom of a compound. The meanings of characters with 
the D radical are often associated with birds, such as BC (tuo; ostrich), X5 (jr; 
chicken), 5 (ya; duck), and ie: goose). This radical can also signify birds’ 
behaviors, such as "3 (ming; birdsong). ` | 





ei 
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23. A B $ il (Băi nido cháo feng ) 





Wi 


Long, long ago, the phoenix was just one of among hundreds of ordinary 
birds. The phoenix, however, was a very diligent bird. While the other birds 
were playing and sleeping she worked every day from morning till night 
collecting food and storing it in a cave, until she had amassed a huge store. 
One year, there was a huge drought. There was no food in woods and the 
other birds were starving. When seeing the other birds suffering, the phoenix 
opened her cave and let the others share her food so that no bird died. In 
order to thank the phoenix for her generosity, each bird pulled one feather 
from their body and made a beautiful robe. They presented it to the phoenix 
as a birthday gift. They also elected the phoenix Queen of the Birds. 

This is why Phoenixes are the most beautiful birds in the world. 
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24. J (nà) ij 
Ee 9 | C k n es S 了 





“六 "是 象形 字 , 古 文字 撒 人 摹 的 是 病人 卧床 之 形 。 六 "现在 只 用 作 部 首 ,不 
单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 六 "总 是 位 于 汉字 的 左上 侧 ,俗称 “ 病 字 旁 "。 广 部 的 字 


多 与 疾病 或 治疗 等 意义 有 关 。 例 如 : 焰 , 痛 , 疗 ,“ 病 "是 形声 字 , 从 广 丙 声 , 本 义 


Ancient form A 


Pisa pictograph. In the ancient script J^ shows a sick person lying 
down ina bed. J is no longer an independent character in modern Chinese. 
It is used only as a radical to indicate disease, discomfort, and treatment, 
such as in the characters 交 (ái; cancer), 78i (tong; pain), and JF (lido; cure). 
The character 病 (bing; sickness) is a phonetic-semantic compound. The 
radical J” signifies its meaning of sickness, DN (bing) hints at the sound 
of the character, which is bing. 





ei 
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64 








NADA. 
MONA 
AD 


King of the Jin State was very ill. He had seen many doctors, but his 
symptoms did not get any better. One day, he heard of a famous doctor in the 
Qin State, and sent his servant for the doctor. The doctor came to Jin 
and visited the King. He examined him carefully. After the examination, 
the doctor told the King that his illness was incurable because the disease 
had already attacked his vital organs. It was too late to do anything. 

The idiom 28 A SE describes a problem or calamity that is already 
beyond repair. 
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25. ST ](chuo) if 
«sWalking;:Movement: 





“过 ”是 会 意 字 ,古文 字形 象 是 一 个 十 字 路 口 , 上 面 有 脚印 。 本 义 是 指 走 
走 停 停 ,作为 部 首 ,“ 示 ”通常 位 于 汉字 左 侧 , 写 作 “_”, 俗 称 “ 走 之 底 ”。 示 部 的 
字 大 多 与 行走 等 意义 有 关 , 例 如 , 逃 . 追 . 迁 。 再 如 ,“ 进 "的 本 义 是 向 前 移动 ， 
“ 造 ” 的 本 义 是 到 达 。 在 现代 汉语 中 “ 造 " 的 男 一 个 常用 义 是 创造 或 制造 。 


Ancient form DA 


XÆ is an ideograph. The ancient form of Æ looks like a picture of a 
crossroads tracked with footprints—to symbolize that people are walking in 
the streets. The original meaning of Æ is intermittent walking. As a radical, 
when x is placed on the left of a compound, it is written as i_. The characters 
containing the i. radical often have meanings related to movement. For 
example, 逃 (tao) means to run; iE (zhui) means to chase; and if (qian) 
means to move. The character # (jin; to enter) originally meant to move 
forward. In modern Chinese, however, some characters with the i_ radical 
have more than one meaning. Consider, for example, the character 3& (zauo)， 
while its original meaning is fo reach, in modern Chinese 造 also means to 


make or to create. 





KW 





Character 随 originally was used for the Sui Dynasty (581—618) because 
the surname of the First Emperor in the Sui Dynasty was 随 . However, later 
the emperor changed the character from 随 to PS for his Dynasty, because 随 
has the radical i. which implies motion. The emperor considered motion a 
sign of turbulence and instability, something he did not want for his country. 





26. K[* ](yi) ài 
Clothes; Clothing. 








文字 像 上 衣 之 形 : 上 面 像 领口 ,两旁 像 袖 简 ,下 面 像 两 
襟 左右 相 覆 .。“ 衣 "的 本 义 是 指 上 衣 。 引 申 指 衣服 的 通称 。 作 为 部 首 ," 衣 " 通 





00 


SUV WES ERK A 
前 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ES TET RU ,俗称 “ 补 衣 劳 "; 有 时 位 于 汉字 下 面 ,写作 * 衣 "”。 
衣 部 的 字 多 与 衣服 有 天。“ 半 ”本 指 行 装 , 引 申 指 “ 服 疲 ”"”“ 淡 饰 "等 意义 。“ 衫 ” 
是 上 衣 AKE” FBZ” ZAP "ai "是 衣 补 ,有 "长 宰 "“ 短 袖 ? 之 别 。“ 裁 ” 
KHIRKI, 5 HS Ad BY RC Hh Su. 


N 
Ancient form tA 


X is a pictograph. The ancient form of this character depicts the top part 
of a Chinese gown with a low-cut collar and two loose sleeves. Originally, 
AX referred only to the clothes worn on the torso—coats and shirts. Later, 4X 
came to be used to refer to all types of clothing. When the radical 衣 stands 
on the left side of a compound it is written as 不 . Characters containing 7X 
are usually related to clothing, cloth, or sewing, such as 衬衫 (chénshan; 
shirt or blouse), fti (xit; sleeve). 
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26. — %& ni IK (YT yidài shut) 





At the end of the Southern Dynasties (420—589), there was a State 
located south of the Yangzi River known as Chen. Emperor Sui Wendi 
decided to conquer Chen in order to unify all of China. He led his army to 
the northern side of the Yangzi River, but due to the Yangzi River’s raging 
current his army was not able to cross. However, Emperor Sui did not give - 
up. He said, “My goal of unifying the country will not be ruined by a strip of 
water." So he ordered his army to build ships. In the end he successfully 
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conquered Chen and established the Sui Dynasty. 
Today, Chinese people use 一 衣 市 水 to describe two places are close 
but separated by a river. 
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"T . Dog; Animal... 


KORRE et, OR WAU, TASKA H 
“大 ", 犬 是 人 类 亲密 接触 的 动物 之 一 。“ 厂 "还 是 动物 类 汉字 的 主要 标志 之 
一 .例如 “ 狼 "、“ 狂 "…“ 狂 "等 字 中 都 有 “大 "。 作 为 部 首 ," 大 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 
左 俩 ,写作 “", 俗 称 “ 反 大 旁 "; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 和 下 面 , 写 作 “ 犬 "。 大 


放量 强大 “ 狠 " 本 指 狗 争 斗 时 发 出 的 声音 ,后 引申 指 邮 恶 。 


与 狗 或 动物 的 名 称 Am e :等 意义 有 关 。“ 猛 "本 指 健壮 的 狗 ,引申 指 





KE Sei ees ts TRES du EE 
BEE UE, leben 


rh 


leet 


NIE 
GE 


SUPR WES BK RAL 


Ancient form d 


大 is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like a dog in an upright 
position. According to historical chronicles, the Chinese people have always 
had a close relationship with dogs. This could be the reason that people use 
Ñ as a base radical to create many new characters for animals such as Jẹ 
(lang; wolf), JE (hóu; monkey), and 4H (mao; cat). Please note that as a 
radical standing on the left side of a compound Ñ is written as 4 . The 
meaning of characters that contain 4 are usually related to dogs, animals. 2i 
(méng; fierce) originally meant a strong dog; and the original meaning of ZR 
(hén; ruthless) is the growl produced by dogs when they are fighting. 





27. TA WK H (Kuáng ES » ri) 
AE. crazy. A. dog. I bon H 





Once upon atime, there was a crazy dog. It attacked everything from 
people and animals. — 

One day, the dog went out and saw a few roosters that were fighting for 
a bone. The dog barked and the roosters were frightened and ran away. Of 
course, the dog got the bone and ate it. Because of his crazy and fierce 
behavior, everyone avoided him. | m 

One day, the crazy dog was very ill and he was very troubled by the 
heat. Unfortunately, it was summer and every day dawned bright and sunny. 
He thought if he barked at the sun, the sun would go away just like the 
people and roosters had. So he barked at the sun fiercely. The sun, however, | 





shone hotter and hotter. Exposed to the hot sun, the crazy dog grew exhausted 
and finally died. 
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de tege vette 
vobis 








“ 目 " 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 描 擎 的 是 眼睛 的 形状 :外边 轮 廊 像 眼眶 ,里 面 像 瞳 
筷 。“ 目 "的 本 义 就 是 指 人 的 眼睛 ,作为 部 首 ,“ 目 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 有 时 
位 于 汉字 的 下 面 。 目 部 的 字 多 与 眼睛 有 关 。“ 届 ”是 指 眼 睛 上 面 的 眉毛 。“ 有 盼 ” 
本 指 眼睛 黑白 分 明 , 引 申 指 希望 ,向 往 。“ 睡 " 指 闭 目 休息 。“ 看 " 字 由 “ 目 ” 和 
“ 手 ” 组 成 ,表示 一 个 人 把 手 放 在 眼睛 上 方正 在 看 什么 。 








SVE MELT Se ZK H US 


Ancient form | 


is a pictograph. The ancient form of this character is a picture of eye. 
The original meaning of H is eye. As a radical, it often stands on the left side 
ofa compound. It also sometimes appears on the underside of a compound. 
Characters containing H have meanings related to eyes, the area of the face 
around the eye, or eye-related activities. For examples, JH (méi) means 
eyebrow. The character Bj) (pan) originally referred to the bright colors in the 
eye—white and black. The extended meaning of Bi is to look forward. WE 
(shui) means to sleep with eyes closed; Æ (kàn) means to see. This character 
consists and H indicating a hand is placed above an eye to see something. 





During the Three Kingdoms Period, there was a General in the Wu 
State named Lv. Lv came from a poor family and had no opportunity for 
formal education. People mocked him, saying the only thing he knew how to 
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29. Ch ^ 1 (dao) 8 





D Was fight. He was very unhappy and decided to teach himself reading and 
military knowledge. He studied diligently. After three days he met with 
General Lu. They discussed military affairs together. Lu found that Lv had 
learned a lot. He praised him and said that although General Lv had studied 
only for three days, he must be considered with new eyes. 

i!) A fH @ is used to describe the situation when a person must be 
treated with increased respect. 








“ON BEF PRIETO Ea A, T EEE, JY 
Bi S& FA, gS Ta AAR AS WE, TEP Be EE Ae 7], EAR 


首 ,“ 刀 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 , 大 多 写作 “4”, 俗称 “ 立 刀 旁 ”; 位 于 汉字 上 面 


时 写作 “?”; 位 于 汉字 下 面 时 写作 “ 刀 ”。 刀 部 的 字 大 都 与 刀 或 刻 划 等 意义 有 


Xs UNI" TERRAE. MOIS ,表示 以 刀 革 条 的 意思 。 本 义 是 指 刀剑 锋利 或 刀 


口 快 ,例如 “利刃 ”。“ 切 ”是 形声 字 , 从 刀 七 声 ,意思 是 用 刀 把 物品 分 成 车 干部 
Ay, "AY ITE RM ,使 之 分 开 。 





CTUM 
n.i 
Ki 





第 四 课 EBJ BRR 


Ancient form 5 


JJ is a pictograph. The ancient form of this character looks like a knife. 
The top part is the handle of a knife and the bottom part is the blade. 
According to archeological studies, during the prehistoric age the Chinese 
people had already invented several types of stone knifes. As a radical, when 
JJ is placed on the right side of a compound, it is sometimes written as || . 
When JJ is placed on the top of a compound, it is written as  . Characters 
that contain JJ often have meanings related to using knife to do something. 
Fi] (Ii) is an ideograph. It is a combination of the radical for grain 7K (hé) 
with the radical !| for knife. The original meaning of FI] is to use a knife to 
cut grain. The extended meanings of 利 are benefits and sharp.¥JJ (qie/qié) is 
a phonetic-semantic compound. The left part, 七 (qi), indicates the 
pronunciation of the character. The right part JJ indicates the meaning of this 
character—to cut. The character 分 (fén) means to separate. The original 
meaning of it is to cut an object into two pieces (/\) with a knife. 








uò zhong) 





k Hi (Dao geng h 
H 23 ) J4 





In ancient times, peasants in China farmed using the slash-and-burn 
method— JJ $t X fih. This method involves burning wild grass to make 
fertilizer, then using a knife to cut holes in the ground to put seeds in. 
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GER z. 
MT s ep 2 eS tagen oso 


Le CR 


gé 


JJ t X ff sometimes is used to describe something that is in a primitive 


or underdeveloped stage. 





30. BLE & tn 部 
Cily 








cm "是 会 意 字 FUF EME Owe)”, ARER, 下面 上 
通 前 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 ,与 作 








(km MAR. EHRT, 








市 “ 通 都 大 虽 "是 指 由 通 八 村 的 大 如 会 .大 城市 ; 义 引 申 指 菜 一 国务 





行政 机 关 所 在 地 ,例如 “首都 "。“ 部 ”是 tici IPE IX ak 





SV ais kEH IB 


, s 
Ancient form 2 


E is an ideograph. In the ancient script it consists of two parts: the top 
part TT (wéi; to encircle) indicates the boundary of a city. The bottom part 
represents a kneeling person, which in this character signifies the populace. 
Together, & means city or town. As a radical, & is often placed on the right 
side of a compound, where it is written as B . Characters with B often have 
meanings related to places, cities, or towns. For example, Zb (di) means 
metropolis. It also means capital. X% (jiao) mean suburbs. 


(Wü yi giáo xiang) 


La 





A & is located in the Jiangmen City in the west of Zhujiang Delta of 
Guangdong Province. Because Jiangmen City consists of five small towns, 
throughout history Jiangmen has been called fi & (The five cities). People 
also refer to 71 & as fff £ (the town of oversea Chinese). This 1s because 
57% percent of the population is composed of "overseas Chinese" — Chinese 
who were foreign born or spent some time abroad. People of 五 色 have been 
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五 色 are distributed over 107 countries in the world. Most of them reside in 
the United States and Canada. The younger generations of these immigrants 
also come back and reside in bh. This is the major reason that DG 


becomes a ffr Z. 


SER ae eth ee ee i EDD 
EEUU ENC So EE 





人 
Dez LARES Mera AE 





31. = (mián) ği 





古 字形 0 


是 象形 字 , 吉 文字 像 房屋 之 形 。“ 汪 "现在 只 用 作 部 首 ,一 般 不 单独 


$$ A 33 EH 
o> 


Pm. E: 为 部 BH. ”如 是 位 于 汉字 BI TH RAE Eum 2 > dirt d: 


kgs HH. “RRB AE LH "CT A AE LT "表示 房屋 ER SS 


间 建 筑 形 式 ; 而 “ 系 " 则 是 一 头 猪 A AIL ROR FA "bd Serge M 


PERAKE EE ET 
MEW KRARMRE SOK ARS an, 


Ancient form () 


7* is an ideograph. The ancient script of ^" looks like an outline of a 
house. In modern Chinese ^" is no longer an independent character. Rather, 
it is used only as a radical placed on the top of a compound. The meanings of ` 


. characters containing this radical relate to houses or rooms. The character 家 


(jia) means home. It consists of two radicals: the ^7 indicates a dwelling and 
Z refers to a pig. Why did the ancient Chinese use a pig under a roof to 
indicate "home"? Archaeological studies show that pigs were the most 
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common domestic animal during the Neolithic Age. This is probably the 
reason that Z& was used to create the character A. Another character, © 


(shi), means room. 





Fi k = seh Yin Bg rü shi) 





Once upon a time, there was a shepherd who was tending to sheep. One 
day he realized there was a wolf following his flock. At first, he was very 
cautious, afraid the wolf would attack the sheep. The wolf, however, did not 
hurt the sheep. The next day, when the shepherd drove his sheep back into 
the mountains, the same wolf appeared. Again he did not attack the sheep 
but just followed quietly. After a month, the shepherd came to believe that 
the wolf was quite friendly, and so he began treating the wolf as if he were a 
shepherd dog. One evening, when it was time to herd the sheep home, he 
allowed the wolf to return together with his sheep, and stay overnight in the 
sheepfold. The next day, 
the shepherd discovered 
to his horror that the 
wolf had eaten a lamb 
and wounded several 
sheep! 

We use 51 i A Z 
to describe the situation 
in which one trusts an 


CUNO Ee UA sitse EL Pc» cen ner ES 


enemy and as result 





hurts oneself. 





Xi Ste rene 
UNES ESSE REATUS AME 
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第 五 课 RE LEUR PELA 


32. A (hé) èi 








“TK ERIE F , 
“OK ERE, EPR AR REAM SK ,后 来 成 为 粮食 作物 的 
统称 7 首 为 部 自 , “不 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ;有 时 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 。 未 部 的 字 
多 与 谷物 .庄稼 有 关 。“ 秋 ” 字 以 禾 谷 成 熟 作为 “ 秋 ” 这 一 季节 的 特征 ,秋季 是 
谷 熟 收获 的 季节 ,农作物 呈 人 金黄 或 火红 色 , 这 也 是 “ 秋 " 字 以 “ 禾 ” 和 “ 火 " 作 为 
构 字 理据 的 原因 。“ 香 "的 本 文 是 指 谷物 散发 出 的 香甜 的 气味 。“ 秧 "是 形声 
字 , 它 的 意思 是 未 成 熟 的 农作物 。 








Ancient form Y 


X is a pictograph. The ancient symbol is a picture of mature grains that 
are ready to harvest. The original meaning of 不 is millet. Later, 不 was used 
to refer to all kinds of grains. Asa radical, 7K is usually placed on the left 
side of a compound. It sometimes also appears on the top of a compound. 
The character 秋 (qid) means autumn. This character has two radicals 一 不 ， 
which indicates the mature grains that we harvest in the fall, and K (hud; fire) 
which recalls the fiery colors ripe grains take on in the fall. The character 得 
(xing) has # on its top. The original meaning of Z is the rich aroma of ` 
maturing grains. Later # came to be used to refer to all kinds of good smells. 
The character fà (yang) is a phonetic-semantic compound which means 
young grains. 央 (yang) on the right side indicates the dee of the 


character. 
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i] jk (Chu hé) To weed and io D 
3j 1o weed and plow. Ñ. grain 





#0 (a Tang Dynasty poem widely known to the Chinese people) 


GE 
SIIZK ASF, 


IMAT E O 
谁 知 盘 中 和 餐 ， 


POM BPE TE S 








Weed and Plow 
Weeding in the grain field under the midday sun, 
Sweat rolling down to the earth, 

Who realizes that the food on the plates, 
Each grain comes from hard plowing. 


33. mL (o) i Dese 


Hore 





象形 字 , 古 文字 像 一 匹 马 的 形状 。 马 在 中 国 古 代 是 最 重要 的 战争 


UN. xd : LA zA d :一 md | ] 
| 马 拉 战 车 。 “马路 ”本 指 马 行走 的 路 ,今天 在 城 


SI E OW RRRA 


市 的 马路 上 已 经 很 难看 到 马 了 ,但 是 我 们 仍然 用 "ijuod P OB DE. TE 
为 部 衣 ,“ 马 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ; 有 时 位 于 汉 罕 的 下 面 。 马 部 的 字 多 与 马 
或 区 驶 等 意义 有 关 。"“ 骄 "本 指 健 壮 异 常 的 马 ,而 这 种 蕊 是 比较 难于 驯服 和 控 
制 , 由 此 引申 为 骄傲 、 骄 纵 等 意思 。"“ 驾 "本 是 指 把 车 套 在 蕊 身上 ,使 之 拉 车 ， 

引申 指使 开动 或 操纵 。 








Ancient form 4 


5 is a pictograph. The ancient script depicts a standing horse. According 
to Chinese military history, horses were the most important assets in war. 
Horses were not only used by the cavalry, they also pulled the war chariots. 
The word 马路 (málü; highway) originally meant road for horses to go 
through. Asa radical, 4; is usually placed on the left side or bottom of a 
compound. The original meaning of Dir (jiao) is healthy and strong horses. 
Because strong horses are sometimes willful, so Dir also means proud or 
arrogant. The character 5 (jid) means to drive. Its original meaning is “to 


have the horse pull a war chariot." 





In the Qin Dynasty, a Prime Minister named Zhao Gao was very ambitious. 
Unsatisfied with his position as a Prime Minister he began plotting to usurp 
the throne. He was not sure, however, how many people in the court would. 
support him. So, he devised a way to test the court officials to find out who 


were his supporters and who were his opponents. 











ER day, when all court officials were assembled to discuss court affairs, 
Zhao brought a stag in and said to the emperor, “I present this excellent 
horse to your majesty.” The emperor was confused because he could see it 
was a Stag. But Zhao insisted that it was a horse and asked the court officials 
to express their opinion on whether it was a stag or a horse. Some of the 
officials were afraid of being persecuted by Zhao if they told truth, so they 
agreed with Zhao and called the stag a horse. 

18 EN & is used to describe willful misrepresentation, such as saying 
that black is white. 


34. W[E](bei) à 
... Seashell ` 








"MUI Be J Sy oc dB a D 站 党 的 形 Ir ` “由 ”通常 位 于 汉字 m 





EWM ATRE km. EP E 2m ret TR “| alia FAVE oe 11, Ar A N 


Zus 7 











品 价格 的 高 低 ， 又 
多 德 的 人 "at" AS Siess BUB I 2 去 的 财物 ， dies, 





则 是 由 KAMIN, eod 
表示 人 之 地 也 位 或 身份 4 等 级 优越 或 低下 。 


rb ege E PCIE Cet yk ec Ep SN fe r e 
eS EHS : f 





BA AR A Ba LR BN 


Ancient form . 的 


Jl is a pictograph. The ancient symbol is a picture of seashell. When Jl 
is used as a radical, it is placed either on the left side or at the bottom of a 
compound. In ancient China, Jl were used as currency. Therefore, characters 
containing Jj! are mostly related to money, price, and valuables. For 
examples, 账 (zhang) means account; Ji (péi) means to compensate (a type 
of monetary transaction); H (zhuàün) means to earn money; bx (gui) means 
expensive and $È (jian) means cheap. Both $t and W are used to indicate the 
value of goods, and both have extended meanings that refer to an individual's 
social status. A 5t A (guirén) means one who enjoys high social status while 
a ES A (jianrén) is an underprivileged person or a sert 贤人 means a talented 
person (with valuable skills). The original meaning of 责 (zé) is to ask for 
money back. Its extended meaning is responsibility. 









seashell- 


成 语 拾 贝 There are 18,000 Chinese idioms listed in the Dictionary of 
Chinese Idioms. It is common knowledge that Chinese idioms usually consist 
of four or more characters. But do you know which character appears most 
often in Chinese idioms? It is the character *— ", as in 一 不 压 众 (One 


person cannot beat a critical mass). According to statistical analysis, there. 


are about 415 idioms containing the character —. The second highest 


frequency character is ^^^" such as in A WE Af sz. (There is no construction | 


without destruction). There are about 293 idioms with /^. The third most 


common character is 无 which is used in 180 idioms, such as the idiom 无 + 


可 奈何 (There is no help for it). 
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"n pene were used as currency in a certain period of Chinese 
history; therefore, H also means something valuable or priceless. 成 语 拾 
means to collect a few pieces of valuable information about Chinese idioms. 





35. 车 [车 $](ch&) 部 
.. Cat, Vehicle. ` ` 








! t GC ae 的 车 -JE Q Í 后 的 本 





“车 ”是 象形 字 oux s 
义 是 指 陆 地 上 有 轮子 的 运输 工具 ,作为 部 首 ,“ 车 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 写 
AN ge: Fg A 13 也 指 车 子 两 轮 


作 “ 车 ”。 车 部 的 字 多 与 交通 工具 或 
之 此 日 HU RB Gr E : d EH Fa X^ piv : . FAA d Zi 


ENEE 





是 两 个 人 ,下 部 是 


MEC C TCU ad E EE . 
(aS ENG Es asusta aes vcl a URP NO e E e e RTL Dei. 


Wired or tr hos (ean, avis 
Barbe, 





Ancient form | gl; 


车 is a pictograph. The ancient form of it depicts a type of two-wheeled 
cart that was used in ancient times. The original meaning of 车 refers to any 
wheeled form of transportation. As a radical, it often appears on the left side 
of the character and is written as €, such as in the character #1 (gui). The 
original meaning of 轨 is the distance between two wheels of a cart. Now it 
also means track. 2É (nian) has 车 underneath and two persons on the top. 
Together, it means rickshaw—a man-drawn carriage. 





35. 杯水车薪 (Bi shui che xin) 








杯水车薪 means to extinguish a burning carload of faggots with a cup 
of water. Here it 1s the story: 

One day, a woodman cut and gathered several faggots in the mountain, 
Before dark, he loaded all the faggots onto his horse-drawn cart, then climbed 
up on the horse's back and drove the cart home. On the way, he lit his 
tobacco pipe. It was a windy night, and a few sparks were blown back. They 
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36. do EU. s 


教 和 v ee 





Wh. y 
M Ze rw 


ignited the bundled sticks behind him. But the woodman did not notice it 
until a child shouted: “Your faggots are burning!” The woodman stopped the 
cart and grabbed a cup he found on the ground. He rushed to a nearby pond, 
filled the cup with water, and poured it onto the faggots. The fire, however, 
got stronger and stronger. Eventually, all the sticks were reduced to ashes. 
This idiom describes situations in which people try to solve serious 


problems with utterly inadequate measures. 





Hille» 


^ EL" Te SR S ,古文 字 像 山崖 边 的 石 阶 之 形 ,本 义 是 指 土山 。 作 为 部 首 ， 
E ARATATA MEE p” RREA”. RREFERA 
降 等 意义 有 关 。 例 如“ 阳 ”的 本 义 是 指 山 的 南面 水 的 北面 ,由 于 南面 光线 充 
是 ,所 以 “ 阳 ” 的 党 用 义 为 太阳 了 明光, 例如“ 向阳 ”“ 阳 台 ”; 再 引申 义 为 明亮 、 
温暖 等 意义 。“ 阴 "的 本 义 古 指 山 的 北面 水 的 南面 ,由 于 北面 光线 不 充足 ,所 
以 “ 明 " 的 备用 义 为 了 朋 深 、 黑 瞳 每 昔 义 。“ 阳 ”与 “ 阴 " 是 一 对 相反 的 概念 ,中 国 
二 代 的 哲学 家 用 以 表示 事物 的 两 个 对 立 面 ,并 由 此 引申 出 许多 意义 。 例 如 





阳 为 正 , 阴 为 负 ; 阳 指 凸 出 , 阴 指 四 进 ; LIE SRL PE, ELIO BHR c PE EE; 


阳 指 人 间 为 生 , 阴 指 鬼 府 为 死 。 i RHE. 


Ns $ 
SEENEN 


aei 








TAPAAN E MERE 
Kon RUNE dO 





SEI 








第 五 课 oR A BRA 


Ancient form 


BR is a pictograph. The ancient form of & looks like a rock stairway 
ascending a hill. As a radical, Ei usually stands on the left side of a compound 
andis written as § .The meaning of & is the rise and fall of the hills. The 
original meaning of 阳 (yáng) is the south slope of a hill. The south slope of 
a hill gets the most sunshine, so 阳 also refers to the sun. 阴 (yin) refers to 
the north slope of a hill, which often does not get enough sunshine. Therefore 
it also means cool and dark. Together, these two characters 阴阳 (yin yáng) 
refer to the opposed opposites in nature—a key principle in traditional 
Chinese philosophy. Another character that uses the 里 radical is 降 (jiàng). 
降 is a phonetic-semantic compound, in which ZS (ong) indicates the 
pronunciation. 降 means to descend from a hill. 





emg 3 The name for Confucius" omes 





曲 旱 is located in the southwest of Shandong province. After the Chu 
State Conquered the Lu State in 249 B.C., the Lu State was reduced into Lu 
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Prada In 596, Lu County was renamed H ER. a name which has stuck until 
today. Hi EL was so named because inside of Lu County there was a 
mountain ridge that zigzagged for about two miles. Ei] B is the hometown of 
ancient great scholar— Confucius. Confucius established the Confucian 
School during the Warring States Period. The two core philosophies of this 
school are the maintenance of social hierarchies and the principle of 
benevolent rule. If you ever have a chance to visit Hi] P. there are three 
places you should visit: The former residence of Confucius, the Confucian 
Temple, and the Forest of Confucius (The Confucius Family Cemetery). H & 
is one of the World’s Great Historical and Cultural Relics as designated by 
UNISCO. 


37 AL shi) Dnm 





TO: A 
ose T 
^J ERE, EATR ERIZE, “COR AAS SF EL 








本 义 仪 保留 在 部 首 意义 中 。“ 示 ”在 现代 汉语 中 的 常用 义 是 指 让 人 看 见 或 显 
现 。 作 为 部 首 ,* 示 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,写作 <* 订 ”俗称 “ 示 字 旁 "; 有 时 位 
PI Pa ,写作 “未 ”。 丰 部 字 的 多 与 祭礼 .礼仪 等 意义 有 关 。“ 祭 ”是 会 意 
字 , 由 “ 肉 ”"“ 义 ”“ 示 ”三 个 意 符 组 成 。“ 肉 "表示 牲 肉 ,“ 义 "表示 手 ,“ 示 ”表示 
祭祀 这 一 行为 ,“ 祭 "的 意思 是 以 手持 牲 肉 a 已 神灵 , 问 神 灵 祈 福 。“ 福 "是 形 
南 字 ,由 “未 ?和 LES IK. B R, 也 表 义 L AW BEKER, W RRX 


视 7 是 由 EE 66 ES ? ”和 «f dr Ge H o ZE Gd 是 看 Uu o 















BIR RAME GE m A 


Ancient form T 


ZN is a pictograph. Its ancient form depicts a stone table with food on 
top. The original meaning of 7n is to offer sacrifices to gods or ancestors. 
People make offerings to demonstrate, or show our reverence to the gods and 
the ancestors. Therefore, in modern Chinese, 2, means to show or display. 
As a radical zs can be placed on the left side of a compound, where it is 
written as #. Most of characters with the 示 radical are related to religious 
ceremonies or ritual activities. The character 2X (ji; sacrifice) is an ideograph 
with three radicals: [A (meat), X. (hand), and 7X (to show). Together they 
mean that people use their hands to sacrifice animals as offerings. The 
character 28 (fü) is also a phonetic-semantic compound. The left part is 75 
and the right part 1s a wine jar. People also offer wine to the gods to pray for 
happiness. Therefore, # means happiness. Another character that uses 75 is 
ON (shi), which combines the radical “to show" with the radical "see" to 


form the meaning to see. 





ti (Güoshi) Bulletin 
cosa T0. Tello Io sbow 





In the Tang Dynasty, a court 
officer named Zhou Xing was 
assigned control of all prison 
affairs. He was an extremely brutal 
person and often created ruthless 
rules to mistreat his prisoners. 
Once, he posted a notice in front of 
the Court saying: “When they are 
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m to court, all defendants claim that they are treated unjustly, but 
once their heads are cut off, they will all keep quiet." The purpose of this 
bulletin was to intimidate the defendants to make them plead guilty even if 


they were innocent. 





38. 8. RII (ang 
s Food. ua" 


“ 食 " 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 描 摹 的 是 一 个 
JE JEP RY Be fh, T WAE 
食用 的 物品 。 作 为 部 首 .“ 食 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,写作 “人 ", 简 写作“ 全”， 
俗称 “ 食 字 劳 ”; 有 时 位 于 汉学 区 : 
ER. 









"BE" DE BIET m AY 






Ancient form 全 


f is an pictograph. In the ancient script 食 looks like a bowl (the X 
part) with a cover (the A part), holding food (the middle section). The 
original meaning of 食 is food. As a radical, f is often placed on the left 


side of a compound and written as # or f (simplified version). f£ can also ` 
appear at the bottom of a compound, for example,/£. Characters with the f ` 
radical usually have meanings related to food or eating. For example, W- 


(báo; full) and H (è; hungry) both refer to whether or not you have eaten; Bo 


(jičo; dumpling) and 饼 (bing; pancake) are names for different types of food. 


Dumplings and fried thin pancakes are two of Chinese people’s favorite 
foods. 


， VANN E OE GENEE EES denen A A d 
DEE EE 


SEENEN 
än ee, ` Ze 
LE 


第 五 课 RHUME So Em A 





Dong shi xi su) 
at. Py. west 1 Sleep | 


wé Ah A 
d Ae 





Once upon atime, there was a beautiful young maiden of marriageable 
age. One day, a rich couple in the east side of town proposed that she marry 
their son. They said that although their son was quite plain, if she would 
marry him, she could enjoy endless wealth. The next day a poor couple from 
the west side of town proposed that she marry their son. They argued that 
their son was very generous and handsome. If she would marry their son, she 
would enjoy endless marital happiness. The girl accepted both proposals and 
said that she would eat with the wealthy Eastside family and sleep with the 
poor Westside family. As a result, she was rejected by both young men. 

This story tells us that there is nothing perfect in this world. If one is too 
greedy and tries to get everything, then he/she may end up with nothing. 
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39. Pi (yóu) . 
sssAlcohol. 





“RRS OCT HACEN AR A. MIRK, A 

党 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 。 西 部 的 字 多 与 酒 或 因 发 醇 而 制 成 的 食物 有 关 。 表 示 与 酒 

有 关 的 字 ; 醒 . 醇 。“ 根 " 字 从 西 , 本 义 是 指 人 酒 醒 。 特 指 发 酸 制 成 的 食品 ,如 : 
LR LS 


Ancient form H 


四 is a pictograph. The ancient form of 丁 indicates a wine jar. Therefore, 
the original meaning of 西 is alcohol. As a radical, F often appears either on 
the left side or at the bottom of a compound. Characters that contain the 西 
radical are usually associated with alcohol, fermented foods, and drinking. 
For example, W (jid) means wine; EE (zuì) means drunk; and BR (xing) means 
to wake up (as from a drunken sleep). Zë (long. soy sauce) and fig (cù; 
vinegar) are both made through a process of fermentation, and so also contain 
the & radical. 
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kt ， d i m ` 
NINOS eae pe Ne mat aT I. o tts 


ECH i, YY SOAR MEE ise uelis 
Mio sub PES RAO re] re ah ae ee 








39. H il = A (Jit xian Li Bai) The Wine Spirit Li Bai 
iB wine 仙 god F ch ihe name of a famous Poet 
«inthe Tang. Dynasty .. 





李白 was a famous romantic poet in the Tang Dynasty, who was also 
referred to as a Wine Spirit. He himself claimed that “There are 360 days in 
a year, and one should drink 300 glasses of wine each day." Unlike most 
other poets, Li Bai produced even better poems after drinking. One day, 
Emperor Tang invited Li Bai to create a few new poems for the Peony Party 
the Emperor was holding to enhance the Emperor and Empress’ enjoyment 
of the beautiful peonies. Li Bai told the Emperor that producing a few poems 
was not difficult as long as the Emperor could provide him with enough 
wine. After a few cups of wine, Li Bai quickly dashed off three beautiful 
poems. The emperor was very pleased with Li Bai's work, and ordered his 
servants to bring Li Bai a seven-treasure cup, which the Emperor himself 
filled with grape wine. 
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40. Ap ^J(ba) i 
_s»Divide; Separatle 








“ 八 " 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 丙 条 相 背 的 弧 线 。 这 个 形象 表示 的 意义 是 分 
开 APR, “AOR Ze BCE ,是 七 加 一 之 和 。 作 为 BH , “UE 首位 于 汉字 
s“/ 八 ”1 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ;, 写 作 * 八 "。 八 部 的 字 多 
“分 "学 上 面 是 “ 八 " ,下面 是 “ 思 ”, 表 示 用 刀 分 物 的 意思 ， 
S 引申 指 分 别 image BEN” ,意思 是 把 物体 一 分 为 二 ,例如 
事物 的 中 间 ,例如 “半夜 "“ 半 山腰”。 











Ancient form ) ( 


/\ is an ideograph. The ancient form of it indicates two items that are 
separated—so it means separate or apart. /\ also means eight. This is a 
phonetic borrowing and has nothing to do with the original meaning of /\. 
As aradical, /\ can be placed on the top of a compound, either in its original 
form or upside.down as V. Characters containing /\ usually relate to 
separation or a part of a whole. The character 分 (fen) has two radicals. The © 
top is /\ and the bottom is 7J. It suggests using a knife to cut something into ` 
pieces. Therefore, the character means “separation”. Æ (bàn; half) has Y on 
the top. It means to separate things into two equal halves. It appears in words ` 
such as 半夜 (banye; midnight)—half way through the whole night. 半 山腰 
(bànshànyao)-—midpoint to the mountain top. 





第 五 课 o> RAU ERRERA 


故事 Story 





40. 八仙 过 海 (BG xiGn gud hai) 
eight {li immortals 过 cross 海 sea 





The Eight immortals are legendary figures in Chinese folk stories. 八仙 
过 海 is one story about the eight immortals recorded in a Ming Dynasty 
Chinese Novel Journey to the East. According to the story the eight immortals 
arrived at the Eastern Sea and needed to cross, but all they could see were 
turbulent waves surging and crashing. One of the eight immortals suggested 
that each of them throw a magic weapon into the sea to demonstrate their 
magic powers. They all agreed and each used their magic powers to cross the 
sea. Later, people began to use 八仙 过 海 to describe when individuals try to 
outshine each other in a display of talents. 
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“页 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 描 莫 了 一 个 人 的 形状 , 罕 出 了 头 部 的 细节 。“ 页 
ARIS xi6, 本 义 是 人 头 ， 页 ”的 本 义 仅 保 留 在 部 首 意义 中 。“ 页 " 读 作 ”“ye” ,表示 
“篇 "或 “ 张 "的 意思 ,例如 “活页 ”"“ 插 页 ”“ 雇 页 "等 ;用 作 量 词 时 ,“ 一 页 纸 ” 
是 指 纸 正 反面 中 的 一 面 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 页 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 。 页 部 的 字 多 
与 人 的 头 部 .面部 . 颈 部 等 意义 有 关 。“ 顶 ”本 是 指头 项 。“ 额 "本 指 额头 。“ 领 
7 本 是 指 脖子 。 北 京 一 个 善 名 的 旅 洲 景 点 一 一 颐和园 “项 ” 字 现 在 第 用 其 调 
养 保养 之 意 , 之 所 以 有 “页 " 符 , 是 因为 “ 苔 "本 指 人 的 腮 严 或 下 巴 , 而 一 个 人 





Ancient form "E 


页 isa pictograph. The ancient form of 页 (pronounced as xié) is a 
picture of a kneeling person with a huge head. Therefore 页 means head. In 


traditional characters D is written as H. In modern Chinese, Ji as an 


independent character has lost its meaning as head. It now is pronounced as ` 


Exo 


27 页 . 巾 . 门 .广大 .米田 .十 . 千 . 革 


ye and refers to “pages” (of a book), or is used as a measure word. As a 
radical, 页 still retains the meaning of head. It often appears on the right side 
of a compound. Characters containing 页 often have meanings associated 
with the head, face, neck or prominent things (things situated at “the head”). 
For example, the original meaning of Ii! (ding) is the crown of head, now it 
also means “peak”; #(6) means forehead; and 领 (ling) means neck. There 
is a famous imperial garden called. DD A Pd (Yiné Yuán) in Beijing, China. It 
is known in English as “The Summer Palace.” 
is cheek. Its extended meaning is taking good care of one’s health, because 


The original meaning of Wi 


a healthy person has bright cheeks. 


QE NO Y 
yr A € 
Siis? ON ES Stor 
5 ) 
v^ Seat of 
E. 








41. Bi fl Bd (Yíhé Yuan) à 
sM. Health. A Harmony. [i]. garden. (Summer Palace)... 





The Summer Palace is one of Beijng's famous historical sites. 
Constructed in 1750, its original name was Qingyi Yuan (Garden of Clear 
Ripples) In 1860 Anglo-French Allied Forces razed the palace to the ground. 
The Qing Government started to rebuild the park In 1886. Two years later the 
reconstruction was complete and the garden was renamed as Yihe Yuan 
(Garden of Health and 
Harmony). This Yihe Yuan 
at that time was served as a 
summer resort for the 
Empress Dowager Cixi, 
and so came to be known 
as The Summer Palace. The 
palace was again ravaged 
by the Allied Forces of the 
Eight Powers , which 
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| bad China in 1900, and new repairs were made in 1902. 

The palace covers an area of 2.9 square kilometers, three quarters of 
which is under water. The landscape is dominated primarily by Longevity Hill 
and Kunming Lake. The park’s 70,000 square meters of ground space features 
a variety of palaces, gardens, and other fine examples of traditional Chinese 
architecture and landscape design. It is also well known for its large, priceless 
collection of cultural relics. In December 1998, UNESCO added The Summer 
Palace to its World Heritage List. If you are interested In the past 500 years of 
Chinese history, then the Summer Palace is a must-see! 


42. IN (jin) a 
 — Towel;cloth ` 





毛 市 。 作 为 部 首 “中 ”有 时 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ; 偶 尔 
位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 ， 例如 * 帅 ”。 ,中 部 的 宇多 与 丝 麻布 等 各 类 织品 以 及 交换 
活动 有 关 。"“ 币 "的 本 义 指 一 种 丝织品 ,引申 指 “ 钱 币 ”, 在 古代 男 耕 女 织 的 
社会 中 ,“ 币 ”可 能 是 因 其 便于 携带 而 充当 了 商品 交换 的 一 般 等 价 物 ,也 
是 最 早 的 货币 之 一 ,“ 幅 "本 指 布 篇 等 织物 的 宽度 .“ 幅 "又 引申 作 量 词 , 例 
如 “一 幅 画 "之 “ 幅 " ,因为 丝 是 用 来 画 中 国 十 代 画 的 主要 材料 。 


Ancient form il " 


I is a pictograph. Jn the ancient script it looks like a hanging towel. The a 
original meaning of th is towel or cloth. Asaradical, I can appear onthe - 
left, right, or bottom of a compound character. The character Tf (bi) has Mf on ` 


第 六 课 0 mhIIIkSnt/ UE 


the bottom. Its original meaning is a kind of silk. Since TD was easy to carry, 
it was often used for trading. Therefore, TR later evolved to. mean 
“currency”. Another character that uses IH is W (fu). Its original meaning is 
the width of a piece of silk. It later came to be used as a measure word for 
paintings, because in ancient China paintings were primarily done on silk. 


moe 
Brits A oe 
Ka M iu 
` dës 
+ E 
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Gel u 
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42. 巾帼 英雄 (Jingu6 yingxióng) 
DR ancient woman’s. headdress 英雄 heroine. 





巾帼 英雄 means a heroic woman. This saying comes from a story that 
took place in the Northern Song period (960-1127). China was invaded by 
the Liao army. The Song General sent two strong soldiers to steal a special 
wood called Subduing-Dragon Wood from the Muke Stockade to make 
shafts for axes. When they reached the stockade, the soldiers were captured 
by Mu Gutying, the daughter of the Chief of the Stockade. The Song General 
came to rescue his men, but he too was defeated by Mu Guiying. Later, when 
Mu Guiying learned that the Song army needed the Subduing-Dragon Wood 
to make weapons, she 
presented the wood to the 
general and also requested 
to join the army. Her 
request was approved. Mu 
Guiying led the army to 
fight against the invaders. 
Soon, the Song army = 
returned in triumph. Mu 
Guiying was regarded as 


巾帼 英雄 . 
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43. gei mén ha 


„Gote; Ce 





MTS 


“ 门 " 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 两 扇 门 对 开 之 形 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 门 ”通常 位 于 汉 


字 的 外 围 , 俗 称 “ 门 字 框 ”。 门 部 的 字 多 与 门 . 门 径 方法 等 意义 有 关 。 “WR 


& TET TVAE ES ZRVS oH US," TR PS EIS BAR, Sl HB I BU. 


Ancient form ` DÉI 


门 is a pictograph. The ancient form of |] is a picture of a two-leaf door. 
The original meaning of this radical is gate or door. Therefore as a radical, it 
usually refers to doors. But it also can refer to "methods of access" —the 
function that doors provide, and by extension “methods”. The character [ki 
(yue) means to take stock and organize stuff inside a room. Its extended 
meaning is to examine or to read; W] means spacious room. Its extended 


meaning 1s broad or wide. 





Story 


43. [] i (Ménshén) ed 





In Ancient China, on the evening of December 30 in Chinese Lunar 
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calendar, people placed two carved peach-wood gods on either side of their ` ` 


UA 








第 六 课 页 .山门 .广大 . 米 . 田 十. 千 . 草 


front door. They hoped that these two wooden gods would help, to keep 
disasters away from the family. These two gods came to be known as the 
Door-Gods. 


Why do Chinese ancestors use peach wood to carve the Door-Gods? It 
is said that the two gods were brothers who lived on a mountain that had a 
giant peach tree growing on its peak. Every morning, the two brothers would 
check on the hundreds of ghosts and evils in the world to see if they had 
done anything harmful to mankind. If they did, then the two brothers would 
punish them. 











广 " 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 依 山崖 ——— “Po Be TE “yan” ,其 本 

义 指 宽大 的 房屋 。 现代 汉语 中 读音 关 CHEN 关 ,是 " 广 " 的 简化 字 ,所 
以 和 用 作 部 首 的 “J " 字 不 属于 同一 个 字 PF 为 部 首 ， "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 
上 部 。 广 部 宇多 与 房屋 尼 T. “ 奉 " 最 早 是 指 储藏 文书 的 地 方 ; 
引申 指 *“ 官 府 ”( 官 员 办 理 公事 的 地 方 )。* 库 " 字 原 本 指 储存 起 di B 8677 ; Olm 














um 





or 例如 “仓库 ”。 在 上 古 时 代 ,“ 庙 "是 祭祀 祖先 神 的 处 所 , 例 
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“宗庙 ”; 后 来 引申 指 供 神 佛 的 地 方 ,例如 * 竺 唐 ”; 由 此 再 引申 指 为 纪念 历史 


上 著名 人 物 而 建造 的 庙宇 ,例如 “孔庙 ”。 


Ancient form [- 


J is a pictograph. The ancient form of J~ looks like a house built against 
hill, which is why we do not see a wall on the right side. As a radical, J~’s 
pronunciation is yán. Its basic meaning is spacious house. In modern 
Chinese, there is a character J ^ (read as guáng) which is the simplification of 
广 (broad). While they are written the same way, the character J ^ and the 
radical] are different in terms of pronunciation and meaning. The characters 
with the radical J~ often have meanings related to types of houses or buildings 
and their structures. JF (fü) is a place to store documents. It also is used to 
refer to government buildings. JÆ (kù) is a place to store weapons; now it 
also refers to all storage places. 应 (mido) is a place to worship ancestry. It 
also refers to all temples, such as China's many Buddhist temples and 
memorial temples, such as The Temple of Confucius located in Shandong. 


a, eum A 
e LE DE | 





44. J^ EN (Gudngshà qiGnwan Ion) 





n thousands. Rio measure. word for.room).. 





The famous Chinese Poet, Du Fu (712-770) was born in Gong County 
of Henan Province during the Tang Dynasty. His poetry expressed his deep 
sympathy for the poor and his great dissatisfaction with the problematic ` 
Society of his time. One of his poems titled 茅屋 为 秋风 所 破 歌 Song of My 





第 六 课 ELT JJ CK OK T 4 e 


Cottage Unroofed By Autumn Gales described his poor living conditions 
and his wish for a better life for scholars like him. Here are a few lines from 
his poem: 


安 得 广 厦 千 万 间 

If I could get mansions covering ten thousand miles 

KER TRAKE 

I could host all the poor scholars and make them smile 

风雨 不 动 安 如 山 

In the wind and rain these mansions would stand like mountains high 
吗 呼 何 时 眼前 突 元 见 此 屋 

Alas! Should these houses appear before my eye 

吾 访 独 破 受 冻 死 亦 足 


Frozen in my unroofed cot, content I would die 





“大 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 什 开 双 臂 的 正面 人 形 ,引申 指 在 体积 .面积 , 数 
Rt 力量 规模、 程度 等 方面 超过 一 般 或 超过 所 比较 的 对 象 ,与 “小 "相对 。 作 








104 





多 与 人 类 或 人 事 有 关 。“ 夫 "由 “大 ”和 “一 ”构成 “大 ”, 上 面 的 “一 ”表示 头发 
上 插 一 根 矢 (zan)。 在 中 国 古代 ,男子 成 年 时 要 行 “ 冠 礼 ”, 之 后 要 束 发 , 故 加 
“一 ”做 标记 , 合 起 来 的 意思 是 成 年 男子 ;“ 天 ”古文字 下 面 是 大 ， EHEAR, 
NV SEAR RR ELAR; | RS 或 位 于 顶端 的 。 


Ancient form Å 


X is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like a man with his arms 
stretching out side to side. The original meaning of X is big man. As a radical, 
it can be placed on the top or bottom, or in the middle of a compound. 
Characters with the 大 radical often have meanings related to people. The 
character X (fü) consists of 大 and 一 ; — indicates a hairpin ZS (zàn). In 
ancient China, when a man was fully grown he attended a ceremony that 
marked his becoming an adult. After this ceremony he would bind his hair 
in a bun with a hairpin as a mark of adulthood. Therefore, means mature 
male. The character 天 is different from the character R. In 天 the — is on 
the top of X. Here, — means the head of a person. Above a person’ head is 


sky, so K means sky. 





45. B MA, A ri /h (Léisheng dà, yüdián xičo ) 
thunder. S sound. A. loug, 十 rain Bi. drops. 小 small... 





雷 声 大 ,雨点 小 The thunder is loud but the raindrops are small. This 
idiom can be used to describe a situation in which much is said but little is 





i Wee 
RE 
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done. This is similar to English expression: great boast, small roast. 





KEE 

















ncient form ^ 


is a pictograph. The ancient form of X depicts small grains scattered 
on the ground. The meaning of 米 is unshelled grains. As a radical, X appears 
on the left or bottom of a compound. Characters with the x radical often have 
meanings related to kinds of food or grains. For example 5€ (sü; millet) is a 
common crop in northern China. f£ (zong) is a kind of snack made from 


sweet rice. 





Z $ means a land of fish and rice. It is used to describe a place 
that is rich in agricultural and fishing products, and the citizens do not need 
to worry about life's basic necessities. In China, the Yangzi River divides 
the land into two regions: Jiangbei (North of the River) and Jiangnan (South 
of the River). Jiangnan is a region in the lower Yangtze Valley, where the 
weather is mild and there is 
plenty of rain. Many small 
rivers are scattered over 
these vast plains, creating an 
excellent environment for 
agriculture and aquiculture. 
Chinese people refer to 


Jiangnan as 鱼米之乡 . 
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a 4 
47. Dong 





“ 田 * 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 一 块 块 的 农田 。“ 田 ”的 本 义 是 耕种 用 的 土地 ， 
引申 指 田野 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 田 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 和 上 面 , 例 如 “ 畔 "“ 界 "; 有 
时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ,例如 * 亩 "。 田 部 的 字 多 与 耕种 界线 等 意义 有 关 。* 苗 * 指 
昌 里 生长 的 .未 吐 穗 的 庄稼 ,形状 像 草 , 即 禾苗 。“ 界 "是 形声 字 , 从 田 介 声 ,本 
义 是 指 地 界 。“ 男 " 字 由 田 和 力 构 成 ,“ 田 ”就 是 田地 ,“ 力 ” 即 “ 未 ,是 一 种 农 
具 。 用 使 用 农具 耕作 于 农田 的 形象 来 表示 男子 。 


Ancient form HH 


H is a pictograph. The ancient form of this character looks like a tract 
of divided land. The basic meaning of 田 is land. It also refers to fields. As a 
radical, it appears either on the left, top, or bottom of a compound. The 
meaning of characters with the H radical often relate to farming, land 
boundaries, or field activities. For example, the character 百 (mido) refers to 
an immature crop and ¥# Oe) means land boundaries. The character 男 (nan) 
means male. It consists of two radicals Hi and 7J. JJ stands for a tool that was 
used to plough the land. In ancient times, men worked in the field pushing 
the plough. | 





107 — 









108 


A Ze" E 
e S SS 
Ys n, AU 
E E 
Lx 
& Bl 部 首 教程 
S : m TE SE 


CS S NACE ms 


a ce a 
SIO d P 
RW, Ph 
A : E 
/ / 
e A vy d 
: 
A 
d 
et 








In the Western Zhou Dynasty, all lands were owned by the emperor’s 
family. In order to make it easy to loan the land to the Nobility, the land was 
divided into thousands of square pieces. Nine plots of land together were 


referred to as “ one well " because they looked like the shape of a square 


Chinese well (2t). The Nobility had the right to use the land, but not to sell 


 ortransfer it to others. They also had to pay a tax to the imperial family for 


using the land. The Nobility, of course, forced their peasant slaves to work in 
the fields. The well-field system has become a symbol of the oppressive 


feudal system in Chinese history. 
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48. e? 





“十 "是 指 事 字 ,古文 字 描摹 的 是 结 绳 记 数 之 象 :用 一 个 结 表示 十 ,后 来 
一 点 变 成 了 一 横 。“ 十 "的 本 义 是 九 加 一 之 和 。“ 十 "虽然 是 一 个 实 指 的 数字 ， 
但 常用 于 虚 指 ,有 “多 ”或 “全 "的 意 轧 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 十 "位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 、 
面 .下 面 或 右 侧 ,十 部 字 多 与 十 足 . 多 ,全 等 意义 有 关 。“ 十 "加 “十 "是 甘 。“ 协 ” 
表示 众多 ,简化 为 * 协 "。“ 协 " 字 由 “十 "和 “办 "组 成 。“ 十 ”, 表 
示 同 力 , 合 起 来 表示 众人 同 力 才 会 和 陆 、 融 治 。 





Ancient form 人 


+ is an ideograph. The ancient script of 十 depicts a knot in a rope. 
Ancient Chinese used knots in ropes to keep a count of numbers. One knot 
meant ten—which is one meaning for this character. In addition to represent- 
ing a concrete number, ten also implies many, completeness, and perfection. 
*-F"plus^-F "is “Tr” (twenty). The character H (xié) is formed by combining 
T (many people) with 办 (strength). T — it means joint efforts, 
cooperation, and harmony. 











48. +£ T X (Shí quan shi mé 


|i) Be perfect in every way 
ten, # complete | 


eifect 











In the Zhou Dynasty, a doctor ' s payment was based the cure rate of his 
patients. If ten of his patients all recovered from their illnesses, then the 
doctor would get level-one payment. If, however, only nine or eight out of 
ten were cured, then the doctor would receive a level two payment, and so 
on. Later, F&F =Æ began to be used to describe a perfect situation. It is 
similar to the English expression: the peak of perfection. 


mia mms - 
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49. { (chi) 部 
«ss Small; 





“ 千 " 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 道路 之 形 。。 iris irum SEET 
只 用 作 部 首 , 一 般 不 单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 千 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 俗 称 
“双人 旁 *"。 奈 部 的 字 多 与 走 .道路 等 意义 有 关 。“ 行 "在 现代 汉语 中 是 走 的 意 
思 。“ 行 "也 有 流通 、 流 行 的 意思 。“ 得 " 字 的 本 义 是 得 到 获得 ,从 古文 字 字 形 
来 看 ,“ 得 "由 “ 千 ”"…“ 贝 "“ 手 ”构成 ,古代 的 “ 贝 " 曾 用 作 货币 ,人 在 路 上 捡 到 
贝 也 就 是 得 到 了 钱财 ,所 以 “得 "有 所 获 的 意思 。“ 往 ”是 形声 字 ,“ 千 ”是 形 旁 ， 
表示 该 字 的 字义 。 本 义 是 去 ,到 某 个 地 方 去 ,与 “来 "相对 。 


Ancient form 4 


^ is an pictograph. The ancient form of 4 looks like half of a crossroad. 
The basic meaning of 4 is to walk with small steps or to walk slowly. In 
modern Chinese, 7 is no longer an independent character. It appears ay as 
radical in compounds. | 

Characters that contain the 7 radical often have meanings related to 
walking or roads. fT (xing) means to walk. Its extended meanings are “to 
become popular" and “circulation”. The character 得 (dé) is formed by 
combining three radicals: 7 , DI. and F. As mentioned earlier, Dl (seashells) | 
were used as currency at one point in Chinese history. 得 represents a person 
who was walking on the road and picked up a seashell with his hand F. 
Therefore, the meaning of 得 is “to gain.” ZE (wüng)is a phonetic-semantic | 
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The commonly accepted meanings of the characters 4 and T are "small 
steps" and “stop walking” Respectively. Another translation for 4 is to 
"step forward with left foot" and T is “step forward with right foot.” These 
two characters are seldom used in modern Chinese. The combination of 


(DI? 


these two characters forms a new character fT. This character means to 


walk.” 
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50. 8 (gé) 部 
wees Lealher.. 





“Eee BEF i OC fe Hye HA PARR: PRIZE RH (Da 
BRA ae PA abo ee Bk AME. “ERR Mab te KB BS o 
Hee, (PAM “RAMPS YMA, aR SoS h mA 
K, qanm" pn EL tn Wn SEE ;其 制作 材料 都 和 皮革 有 关系 , 虽 
然 今天 这 些 物品 的 制作 材料 已 经 不 仅仅 限于 “上 肥 章 ”了 ,但 是 “ 章 " 作 为 物质 
文化 发 展 进 程 中 的 遗存 却 依然 保留 在 汉字 中 。 


Ancient form B 


“= is a pictograph. The ancient form of = depicts an animal hide as it is 
peeled off the carcass. The top part 1s the head of the animal, the middle 
section is the body, and the bottom part is the tail. The basic meaning of = 
is leather. Its extended meaning is to change or to transform. As a radical, | 
= stands on the left side of a compound to indicate the object represented by 
the character is made of leather. Some examples are: #£ (xié; shoe), $8 (bà; 
leather target), #% (an; saddle), and SR (bian; leather whip). 
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D  ¥ P literally means to be wrapped in a horse hide after death 
(figuratively—to die on the battle field). In the Eastern Han Dynasty (25- 
220), there was a great General named Ma Yuan. At that time the Han Nation 
was frequently invaded by the Huns. Ma Yuan was not afraid of death and he 
asked the Emperor to assign him an expedition. He said “ A good man should 
go out to battle for his country. The best end is to be wrapped in horse hide 
after death.” He was a hero in his time. Later he died of illness in the 
battlefield. 

Now we use 43 F to describe a soldiers’ heroic and fearless spirit 
on the battlefield. 


a Ae, 











"SURE PRSE ,从 又 下 声 ,“ 支 ”的 本 义 是 指 用 手 涡 打 物 体 。“ 支 "在 现在 
又 语 中 只 用 为 部 首 ,一 般 不 单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ， 广 "通常 位 于 汉 宇 的 右 侧 ， 
常 写 做 “ 女 ”, 俗 称 “ 反 文 券 *"。 支 部 的 字 多 与 敲 击 或 手 的 动作 有 关系 。“ 敲 ”有 
打击 等 意义 。“ 教 "是 形声 字 , 由 “ 孝 " 和 “ 女 " 构 成 。 在 古代 社会 ,家 长 为 了 让 
后 代 记 住 应 有 的 责任 ,可 能 曾经 使 用 过 一 定 的 强制 手段 ,所 以 有 “ 文 "。“ 牧 ” 
字 的 本 义 是 放牧 牲畜 ,牧区 以 中 畜牧 为 主要 职业 的 人 称 为 “牧民 ”。 


Ancient form RN 


x is a phonetic-semantic compound. It consists of two radials: 又 and 

h^. X is a hand—which indicates the meaning of this character: using a hand 
to hit. h(bü) serves as the phonetic for this character, which is pronounced ` 
as pu. In modern Chinese, however, X is no longer an independent character — 
but serves only as a radical in compounds. x: usually stands on the right side | 

of a compound and it is often written as 文 The meanings of characters 
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51. 推 项 (Tuiqiao) 








sido x. are often related to actions that use the hands. For example, ix 
(qiao) means to knock, to beat, or to is a phonogram strike; 牧 (mù) means 
to tend or herd. The character Zt (ioo: to teach) is a phonetic-semantic 
compound, consists of # and ^& . In ancienttimes, corporal punishment was a 
regular part of children's education, to force them to be obedient. Parents and 
teachers used their hands to punish. This is the reason we see the x radical 


in AL. 


Story 





IE Io push. Bi. Io knock 


Jia Dao was a great Poet who lived in the Tang Dynasty. One day, he 
wrote a poem that began: E fe T3 P , f Rx A RTI (birds are resting on the 
tree by the pond, the monk is knocking on the door in the moonlight). At 
first, he was not quite sure whether he should use the character 推 or FX for 
the second line. He was so focused on his lines as he was walked down the 
street, that he accidently ran into a government official's carriage. During 
that era this was a horrible offense. Fortunately, the official in the carriage 
was Han Yu, one of the great scholars of the Tang Dynasty. After Jia Dao 
explained the reason he had walked into the carriage, Han Yu not only 
forgave Jia Dao but also helped him figure out which word, #£ or BE, was 
better for the poem. After some thought Han Yu "— using ia, because RY 
couldevoke an aural image of n 
sound, which could emphasize 
the silence of the night by 
contrast. Now we use 推荐 to 
describe weighing one’s words 
or doing things after careful 
deliberation. 





EM reus e 
XR dk sena Ce cnt 
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52. X (ge) ài 





古 字 形 i 


“FB I 8 A TI IB, "Xe AS X de äh 
器 JE UEBER VG C c i A E] CS DRE Ir JS BA IE 
攻击 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 世 ?通常 位 于 汉字 右 侧 。 戈 部 的 字 多 与 其 需 或 战事 有 关 。 
“Be FETE (RAY Ah 28 Ae HH A A ET OA, “ARTS PER TI DE; ORC 
Im PRP IE ,表示 戒备 森严 ,引申 指 防备 “GR FE RS, MIE, 


:示威 武英 武 等 意义 ,例如 "武将 "武夫 "; 又 引申 指 干戈 军旅 之 事 














Ancient form 1 


| X, is a pictograph. The ancient form of X; is a picture of an ancient spear 
which was a sharp knife installed on the top of a long shaft. The original 
meaning of X, is dagger-axe. As a radical, it often appears on the right of a 
compound. The meaning of characters containing X; are often connected to 
weapons and war. A 5X (jf) is another type of long-handled ancient weapon. 
It consists of a spear at the point with a battle-axe: affixed to the side. i 
(zhan) means fighting or battle; The ancient form of the character W. (jiè) | 
looks like two hands holding a Xi, which indicates its meaning—to guard or 
take precautions. The character 武 (wü) means forces or to arm with weapons. | 








52. fil = # X (Tong shi cao ge) 
fa] same S room # — k TE 
. (an ancient weapon). . 





This idiom is used to describe internal strife, such as when family 
members fight each other, or when members in the same work-unit work for 
their own interests rather than cooperating for the sake of the group. This is 
similar to the English expression: ^A house divided against itself." 





53. P (shi) 部 


. House; Corpse ... 577 








古 字 形 2 
“ 尸 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 人 俯 身 届 膝 之 形 。 从 出 土 文献 的 用 字 情 况 来 
“ 户 " 是 * 责 ”的 早期 字形 是 上 古 时 代 中 原 华 夏 统 治 者 对 周边 少数 民 








第 七 课 KR PRADA 
族 的 项 称 ,“ 夷 ( 尸 )" 字 所 描摹 的 这 个 俯 身 必 膝 之 人 ,实际 就 意味 着 “ 夷 "应 是 
向 中 原 华 夏 俯首 称臣 的 人 。 作 为 部 首 ,* 尸 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左上 面 。 尸 部 的 
字 多 与 人 体 或 动物 等 意义 有 关 , 例 如 “ 尾 " 字 的 本 义 是 指 人 或 动物 的 尾巴 ， 
“从 头 到 尾 "就 是 比喻 自始至终 的 意思 ;又 引申 指 事物 主要 部 分 以 外 的 部 分 ， 
例如 “尾声 "“ 尾 数 "之 * 尾 ”。 书 部 的 字 都 还 与 居住 有 关 , 例 如“ 居 ” 指 人 居住 
的 地 方 ;“ 屋 " 则 指 人 居住 的 处 所 。 


Ancient form 


F is a pictograph. The ancient script looks like a person who is bending 
over. The archeological studies show that } is the early form of character X 
(yf). 

SS is a denigrating epithet for ancient tribes in the east. In ancient times, 
the dominant Han people referred to minorities or foreigners as Æ. The 
ancients used the image of a bending body to signify the X perhaps because 
they believed the X should bow and submit to the Han. Characters containing 
the F radical often have meanings related to human or animal bodies, or 
housing. For example, Fé (wéi) means tail; E (jG) means a place that people 
live in; JÆ (wi) means house or cottage. 





This idiom is used to express feelings of extreme hatred towards an ` 
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54. K (xué) 部 





ose PY 


“ 穴 "是 形声 字 , 从 一 八 声 , 本 义 是 洞穴 。 作 为 部 首 ,* 灾 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 
上 面 。 穴 部 的 字 多 与 和 洞穴 .房屋 等 意义 有 关 。“ 突 "是 会 意 字 , 从 穴 从 犬 CA 
从 润 从 中 寓 出 ,这 种 情景 给 人 的 感 党 显然 有 些 “ 突 然 "-。“ 和 窗 " 龙 指 房屋 里 用 来 
HR SUE IGA Be BT Bp" Ze da de — EY TS, TORR OG 
23 ERREF , ATAJ , ÆRTER d LE I 


意思 ,引申 指 缺 乏 财物 。 
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Ancient form ` 四 


7X 1s a phonetic—semantic compound. ^* (mián; house) is the semantic. 


radical while /\ indirectly indicates its pronunciation. The original meaning 
of this radical is hole, cave, or den within a house. As a radical, 7X stands on 
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the top of a compound. Characters with 7X have meanings related to houses 
or holes. The character R (tū; sudden) is an ideograph consisting 7X and X. 
It depicts a dog darting suddenly out from a cave. The character ZS means 
window (a hole in the wall of a room). The character 2j is an ideograph 
consisting of the 7X and JJ radicals. JJ (li) is a person's strength. When in a 
hole a person's strength is limited or useless, which engenders feelings of 
hopelessness and helplessness. Therefore, 27 means limited. Its extended 
meaning is poverty. 





FFB HE, DD BEC means that one ant hole may cause the collapse of 
a thousand miles of dyke. This idiom is a warning that a slight negligence 
can lead to a great disaster. It is similar to the English expression—a small 
leak will sink a great ship. 
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55. JJ (li) ii 
slrengih... 





“H "是 象形 字 CFR IER AR a Ta AC, FR 
种 须 用 力气 ,所 以 “ 力 ”" 的 基本 义 是 体力 气力。 作为 部 首 ,“ 力 ”通常 位 于 汉字 


的 右 侧 或 下 面 ,例如 ;“ 功 ”、“ 努 "。 力 部 的 字 多 与 力气 和 力量 有 关系 。“ 劳 动 ” 


部 是 “ 力 " 部 字 。“ 劣 "是 会 意 字 ,由 “ 力 ”" 和 “ 少 ” 构 成 ,意思 是 弱小 ,引申 指 不 好 
的 事物 。 


Ancient form 4 


Jj is an ideograph. The ancient form of JJ looks like a ploughshare. 
Peasants needed to use their own strength to plough the land. Therefore, J 
means strength. As a radical, 7J is often placed either on the right side or at 
the bottom of a compound. For example, 功 (gong) means achievement and 
3% (nů) mean to put forth one’s strength. Both characters in the word 劳动 
(láodóng; to work) have the JJ radical. 47 (liè) is an ideograph which consists 
of JJ and 少 (sháo; few or lack). Its original meaning is weak. Its extended 
meaning is inferior or low quality. | | 





BEE LEPR HAASTA 


故事 Story 





55. F 7 1838 Z JJ (Shou wú fú ji zhi Ii) 
ju bond JA. no.28 1russ.up.. HB. chicken 之 of JJ strength ` 





手 无 缚 鸡 之 力 literally means “He/she lacks the strength to truss a 
chicken." This idiom is used to express that a person is very weak, either 
physically or psychologically, and that he/she is unable to get things done. 





56. Kon E 








古 字 形 

“FP ERE F td = Fn Sp 9 是 MAL 的 形状 ;两边 像 船 ,中 间 的 线条 
代表 船 头 .船舱 和 船尾 。 作 为 部 首 ， 舟 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 。 舟 部 的 字 FEA 
船 或 航行 有 关 。“ 船 ” 是 重要 的 水 上 交通 运输 工 工具,“ 能 " 指 船上 掌握 方向 的 设 
e. "MAC 原来 指 行船 ,后 来 也 用 来 指 RAT. o 





|. 123. 
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Ancient form rs 


入 is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like a boat with two hollow 
sections—representing the hold. As a radical, it often stands on the left side 
ofa compound. Characters containing PL tend to have meanings related to 
water transportation or transportation in general. 船 (chuán) means boat or 
ship; DC (dud) means helm. The original meaning of 航 (hong) is to sail. In 
modern Chinese, it also means to fly (sail in the sky). 





Once upon a time, a gentleman with a sword rode a ferry across a river. 
Unfortunately, when they reached the middle of the river his sword 
unexpectedly fell into the water. This gentleman immediately made a mark 
on the edge of the moving boat and said “This is where my sword fell in.” 
After the ferry reached the far bank of the river, he jumped into the river to 
look for his sword under the spot 
where he made the mark 
earlier. Of course, he was 
unable to find the sword. 

This idiom is used to 
describe a person who is 
ridiculously rigid and takes 
measures without regard to 
changes 1n circumstance. 
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57. 口 (w6i) 部 


"ES E nc | 0S0. «s 1 












ase C 

j SPAR ALIS ZEE LO" YAS XC Ai WG I PEOR PE 
SPY “Da aE AL SEB SED” my" HE”, CA See 5E 
KSC dE ESSE Hiken 
门 中 ,用 作 名 词 时 , 指 被 拘禁 的 人 ,例如 “办 犯 "; 用 作 动 词 时 , 指 拘禁 .内 禁 , 例 
如 “被 办"。 困 ?也 是 会 意 字 ,从 本 在 口中 , 括 处 于 艰难 痢 吾 或 无 法 摆脱 的 环境 


中 © 
Ancient form (J 


[ | is a pictograph. The ancient script of L] looks like an encircling wall. 
Its meaning is to enclose. Characters with the |] radical often have 
meanings related to enclosures. È] (wéi) is a phonetic-semantic compound. $ 
(wéi) inside L] indicates the pronunciation of the character, which is “wéi.” 
The meaning of this character 1s to enclose or surround. Some other 
characters that use the 口 radical are (qid), which means imprison, and H 
(kùn), which means to be stranded. | 
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57. 围城 打援 (Wi dek dă yuan) 








< A (um d Se 
Ww D Story 
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In Chinese military history, there was a classic battle named 虎 牢 之 战 一 
the Battle of Hulao. 

It was in the third year of the Emperor Tang Wude's reign (618—626). 
The emperor was still new and the Central Government was not very strong. 
There were frequent uprisings. Li Shimin, King of the Qin State (who later 
became the second emperor of the Tang Dynasty) directed his army to attack 
the rebels in the City of Luoyang. But Luoyang's fortifications were very 
strong. Li's soldiers were not able to get into the city. So he put the city 
under siege so that the enemy’s food and supplies would be cut off. In the 
meantime, another uprising had taken place in the city of Hulao. The rebels 
there intended to storm in and rescue Luoyang. King Li decided to leave a 
small portion of his army 1n Luoyang to continue the siege and take the rest 
of his soldiers to fight the would-be relief troops in Hulao. After a few months 
of stalemate, Li Shimin devised a trick to lure the relief troops from the city 
of Hulao. His trick worked, and he destroyed them. Soon, the starving enemy 
in Luoyang also surrendered. 

The Battle of Hulao is 
heroic story of the 24-year-old 
Li Shimin defeating two sets . 
of rebels with one battle. He is 
remembered for his strategy of 
besiege the left and attacking 
the right. 








A 
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古 字 形 中 


“WERE ,古文 字 描摹 的 是 天 上 落 雨 的 情景 。 作 为 部 首 , “两 ?通常 
位 于 汉字 的 上 面 。 雨 部 的 字 多 与 天 气 或 自然 现象 有 关 。 下 雨 时 ,天 空中 伴随 
着 闪电 而 传 来 的 强大 声音 叫做 “ 雷 ”。 深 秋季 节 , 附 着 在 地 面 或 植物 上 面 的 微 
细 的 白色 结晶 称 为 “ 霜 "; 冬季 摄氏 零度 以 下 时 ， 由 空中 降下 的 冰晶 叫做 
。 雪 洁白 而 光亮 ,因此 ， “ 雪 ” 又 引申 指 像 雪 一 样 白 或 像 雪 一 样 亮 的 东西 。 
“T Es He, 本 义 是 指 二 两 徐徐 而 下 ,引申 指 草木 花 叶 的 凋谢 。 
“ 零 "* 还 有 两 个 十 分 常用 的 义 项 :一 是 零 入 ,一 是 数学 上 的 零 数 。 


66 zx» 9 
es | 


Ancient form n 


PN is a pictograph. The ancient form of P depicts falling rain. The 
meaning of HN is rain or to rain. As a radical, ER often appears on the top of 
a compound character. Characters with the P radical often have meanings 
related to weather and meteorological phenomena such as 雷 (léi; thunder), 
$38 (shuang; frost), and SS (xué; snow). The character Ẹ (ling) is a phonetic- 
semantic compound. The bottom part & indicates its pronunciation. The 
original meaning of this character is to rain continuously. The character = 
has been borrowed to indicate other meanings such as withered, fragmentary, | 


OI zero. 





y W 






A 


Ww 
- 
W 





128 


58. EP Ki Hi (Hü feng hudn yù) 
sc E eummon H wind DW coll or WW rmoin 











| In the Ya'an area of Sichuan Province there is a mountain with an 
ancient well at its peak. According to the local chronicles’, this well could 
summon the wind and call forth the rain whenever people removed its cover. 
Local people considered the well to be a magical gift from the gods. Because 
of this, the well has become the subject of national legend. 

Modern scientific study has provided a possible explanation to this 
ancient myth. Due to geographic location, the air In the area ls very moist, 
and during most of the year, this area is quite rainy. So the well does not 
cause the rain, it is simply the local climate. Itis possible that occasionally 
when local people removed the cover of the well, it coincidently started rain. 
This may be why the well is afforded magical powers in the local historical 
records. | 

Now we use IF XU n Hj to describe mankind's ability to control the 
forces of nature. It is also used to describe someone who is very capable of 
stirring up trouble. 








第 七 课 BRP AOR 


59. J (hon: chung) 部 =- 





厂 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 山 崖 之 形状 ,有 人 认为 其 本 义 是 没有 墙壁 或 只 
一 面 墙壁 的 房屋 7 " 读 作 “hin” ,现代 汉语 中 谈 作 “chang IS E, 
AE ^ Ri" B (a Hase ,所 以 和 用 作 部 首 “ 广 "不 属于 同一 个 字 。 广 ”(han) 现 在 只 用 
作 部 首 ， 个 单独 成 字 。 作为 部 首 ,“ 厂 ”位 于 汉字 的 上 面 。 厂 部 的 字 与 房屋 有 
关 “ 厢 " 是 指 供 人 居住 的 地 方 , 特 指 在 正 房 前 面 东 西 两 旁 的 房屋 ,又 引申 指 

具有 房屋 特征 的 地 方 , 例 如 戏院 或 影院 里 特意 阳 天 的 座位 电 “ 包 有 并”, 车 里 容 





纳 人 或 名 的 地 方 叫 “ 车 4 厅 " 是 指 聚 会 或 招待 客人 用 的 大 房间 。“ 厦 ”是 高 
大 的 屋子 。 


Ancient form 全 


] is a pictograph. Its ancient form looks like a cliff, though some 
scholars argue it represents a room with the right wall missing. As a radical it 
is pronounced as hán. Now the simplification of a different character, ix 
(chang; factory), is J —identical in form to the radical 厂 . However, the 
radical hán is different from cháng in terms of both pronunciation and 
meaning. J (hán) no longer appears as an independent character in modern ` 
Chinese. It is used only as a radical in compounds. Characters with the] "` 
radical often have meanings related to housing. 8 (xiang) refers to the side 

rooms in a big house. JT UNE means hall and EB (sha) means big building 


or house. 
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59. 高 楼 大 co lou dà sha) 





you have a chance to go to 








SG hob RE. b large..JE m 





Which city holds the densest concentration of skyscrapers in the world? 
The answer is Hong Kong. Between Wanzhai 湾仔 and Zhonghuai 中 环 , an 
area a little more than a mile wide, is regarded as the area with the greatest 
concentration of skyscrapers in the world. A few of them can be considered 
global landmarks and symbols of Hong Kong’s development. 

One of these buildings is the WC = £8 £T (HSBC). Built in the fifties, it 


was the first high building with a full-steel structure. It was very popular 


among the people of Hong Kong. Another building, the 合 和 大 厦 (Hopewell 
Mansion), was built in the seventies. The round building is the first in Hong 
Kong to feature a revolving restaurant on top. It quickly became a must-see 
spot for Hong Kong tourists. In the eighties, because of its unique swordshape 
design, FP 48 X JS ( the Bank of China Tower) became very popular. In the 
nineties, many new skyscrapers were built. Among them, D ES 融 中 心 大 
Ji the International Finance | 
Centre, quickly replaced 新 中 
SR 大 Æ and as the tallest 

building in Hong Kong. This 

building has 88 stories and is 

415meters (1,362 feet) tall. If 


Hong Kong, do not forget to 
visit these skyscrapers. 












TO 
Cupra ni A E e 
LE EE 
BOY im v T PAPE 


BER 36.3. P 06.33 JR ET 7X 


60. X (you) df 
sss Hand. 





“又 ”是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 右 手 的 形状 。 表 未 “右手 "的 意思 ,后 来 写作 
“ 右 ”。“ 又 "被 借用 作 副 词 ,表示 动作 行为 的 重复 或 继续 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 又 "有 时 
位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ;有 时 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 或 右 侧 。 又 部 的 字 多 与 手 或 手 的 动作 
有 关 。“ 反 "是 个 会 意 字 ,从 厂 从 又 ,“ 厂 "在 此 表示 山崖 ,“ 厂 "和 “又 ” 放 在 一 
起 ,表示 的 意思 是 用 手 攀登 山崖 ,引申 为 翻转 的 意义 "是 指 用 手 获取 ; 
“ 受 " 是 用 手 接纳 。 


Ancient form ) 


X. 1s a pictograph. The ancient script of X. looks like a hand. The original 
meaning is right hand. Later, the character 4 (you) was invented to represent 
right, X. 1s also used as an adverb to indicate the repetition of (an action). This 
meaning has no connection with its original meaning as hand. As a radical, 
X. may appear in the left,right side and bottom. Characters containing X. 

often have meanings related to hands or the action of hands. The character 
E (fán) is an ideograph consisting and X.J means cliff. Together, it is 
Ix. which means climbing a cliff. Its extended meaning is to turn over. The 
character W (qu) means to get things with hands. The character 52 (snbu) | 


means fo receive things Wun hands. 
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故事 Story 





ai 无 功 不 受 禄 (WU gong bu shou Iù) 
„Jeno J. ZEE .不 .hot 5 receive. f$ reward. . 





Once, Confucius visited Emperor Qi. The Emperor wanted to bestow 
on Confucius a piece of land, but Confucius declined. When his students 
asked him why he explained, ^I heard that a gentleman receives rewards only 
if he has made a contribution. Today, I paid a visit to Emperor Qi to present 
my ideas. Emperor Qi did not accept my ideas, but granted me a piece of 
land. He really does not understand me.” Later Confucius left the Qi State. 

Now, we use 7G JJ 4. $& to refer a noble person who is honest and 
clean in performing his official duties. 














61. Bus E nid 18 
- Coille- Se 








“ 牛 ee Be HES OC RTE TAT AY AES BR "sn T PS ELA Fe BY 
特征 .“ 牛 "是 六 冀 之 一 ,中国 古代 ,和 牛 除 了 用 作 耕 作 之 外 ,还 有 一 个 最 重要 的 
用 途 , 就 是 用 作 祭 品 称 礼 神灵 。 古 人 认为 牛 是 所 有 和 佘 品 中 的 上 意 , 因 此 ,凡是 
隆重 祭 葛 , 牛 是 不 可 缺少 的 。 十 代 条 特 的 专用 名 称 为 “ 牢 ” ,中国 的 “ 午 ? 字 成 
为 祭 牲 的 代表 .。" 牺 "“ 牲 "是 祭神 祠 祖 所 用 的 你 品 ,也 是 以 * 牛 "为 代表 。 作 为 
部 首 “ 牛 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,写作 “后 “, 俗 称 * 牛 字 工 " ;位 于 汉字 上 面 时 
Fy fe = Bil gn” LPRA ;位 于 充 字 的 下 面 时 写作 “ 牛 ”。 牛 部 的 字 多 
和 和 牛 或 性 畜 有 关 ，,“ 特 " 字 从 牛 寺 声 ,本 义 是 指 雄 性 的 牛 。 用 作 形 容 词 ,表示 独 
AS X etg. 


















TE N SS D mS Ai a Ri, UB 
Ancient form y 


+ is a pictograph. The ancient form of 牛 outlines the head of an ox. 
Therefore, the meaning of 牛 is cattle. In ancient China, cows were one of | 
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61. H 3 ji ^F (Gui má fang nid) 








In addition to farming, 牛 were used for important sacrificial offerings in 
worship. The ancient Chinese people considered 4F as the best animal for 
sacrifices. Therefore, the character Œ (láo) which original signified “animals 
used as sacrificial offerings," has 4F as its radical. Later, 牢 began to be used 
to refer to fold. As a radical, when 4 stands on the left side of a character, it 
is written as 1 , such as in the characters 特 (dú; young cattle) and 特 (té; 
the original meaning of this character is bull). When 4 is placed on the top 
ofa compound, it is written as =, as in the character 4 ( the original 
meaning of this character is—an ox run into a person). In modern Chinese, 


it means to tell or to announce. 








It was said that the last Emperor in the Shang Dynasty led a life of 
shameless indulgence. His extravagance provoked voices of discontent 
throughout the empire. A person named Ji Fa mobilized the people and the 
army to rebel and overthrow the Shang Emperor. Soon the whole country 
was embroiled in war. Because the Emperor had already lost the confidence 
of the people, his army was quickly overcome. Defeated, the emperor he 


decided to commit suicide. With his death, the Shang Dynasty ended forever. 


Ji Fa established the Zhou Dynasty and became the first emperor of 
Zhou. He announced to his people that the war was ended and the country 
should restore peace. In his announcement, he said “We should now lay 
down our arms and construct a civil administration. We should return the ` 
war horses to the south of Hua Mountain and release the war cattle into the 
Tiaolin field.” This means that Emperor Ji wanted those horses and cattle 
recruited for the war to return to agricultural use in their original lands. 





上 归 马 放 牛 now is used to describe the situation in which war has ended 
and peace is being restored. 






62. lll (min) if 


ase M 
“号 "是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 一 个 圆 足 的 大 口 容 胡 ,本 义 是 盛 饭 食 的 器 有 具 的 


总 称 。 作 为 部 首 “下 ? 通 稍 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 。 亚 部 的 字 多 与 器 具有 关 ， 盘 ?本 
是 盛 水 用 的 容 锯 ,后 来 沁 指 浅 而 开口 很 大 的 三 物 的 种 具 ;“ 益 ”是 会 意 字 ,从 
IA ,本 义 是 指 器 亚 中 的 水 满 后 溢出 、 漫 出 ,后 用 作 名 词 引 申 指 好 处 、 利 益 ; 
“ 盗 ”" 是 会 意 字 ,从 次 从 好, 是 侣 看 见 别人 的 好 东西 , 张 菜 地 流 口 水 ,于 是 便 生 
Yat Ib. 


Ancient form V 


Ill is a pictograph. The ancient form of this character is a picture of | 
utensil for storing or cooking food. As a radical, M. often is placed on the 
bottom of a compound. Characters with the Ml. radical often relate to cooking 





70335 
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62. RI 8 R a ee), e? fet P 


部 首 教程 


S Sc aereum SE 

or v Huhan utensils. The character # (pán) originally meant vessel for water. 
Now it can be used to refer to any type of kitchen utensil with a wide-open 
top. fm (yi) is an ideograph consisting of Il and 7K. Its basic meaning is 
overflowing water. Its extended meaning is benefits. 盗 (dào) which means 
to steal or to rob also is an ideograph. This suggests when people see the 
delicious food in others’ plates, envy and desire may drive one to steal it. 








This expression describes the scene after a feast, when the cups and 
plates are strewn half-hazard across the table. It also suggests that the people 
who just ate there are ill-mannered and uncivilized. 








第 八 课 PLATES bh KE 


63. d. At (bimng) H : 
seen 1 cime "EMT 








“人 ”是 象形 字 i OC: Til se HJ E ZI BE UK VA A CH, "AST EARL 
语 中 只 用 作 部 首 , 不 单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 信 " 通 委 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,写作 
«Y^ ,俗称 “两 点 水 ”>; 有 时 位 于 汉字 下 面 , 例 如 * 霖 ”。 人 部 的 宇多 与 冰 或 寒冷 
等 意义 有 关 ,* 冰 " 字 最 初 写作 “从 ,表示 水 凝结 之 义 。 后 来 出 现 了 “ 凝 " 字 ， 
«UK 5E ULL B R REA FA ez EE, KA ALB IRE iech 


冷 , 所 以 有 “冰凉 "“ 冰 冷 "等 词语 。 





Ancient form A 


A is a pictograph. The ancient form of it depicts the veins that appear 
in the ice of frozen bodies of water. However, A is no longer an independent 
character in modern Chinese. As a radical, A often stands on the left side of 
a compound and is written as 7 , such as in UK (bing; ice), which indicates 
that the water, 7K, is frozen. ZK also implies cold or cool. Therefore, all the 
characters in the words 冰凉 (bingliáng; cold as ice) and 冰冷 (bingléng: 
frigid as ice) have 1 . Sometimes appears at the bottom of a compound, - 
such as in the character Æ (han; cold). e 
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63. 水 灯 (Bing dëng) ` 
A. jee V Iohtsilontemg 











If you travel to northern China during the winter, you can see a dazzling 
array of lighted ice sculptures. Local people call these sculptures “KT. Ice 
sculpture is a popular art form in the area. The city of Harbin holds a grand 
Ice Light Festival every year. 

Harbin’s Ice Light Festival originated in early sixteenth century, but it 
was not until 1985 that the city decided to hold an official Harbin International 
Ice Festival every year. Since then, the festival has grown into a massive 
event. Many teams from countries such as Canada, Japan, France, Russia, 
and South Africa come to the festival to demonstrate their exquisite 
ice-sculpting skills. The event draws millions of tourists from all over the 
world. The festival starts on January fifth and lasts until the end of February. 
During the festival, you can see lighted ice sculptures of all kinds, such as 
lions, tigers, eagles, dragons, Chinese lanterns, and sometimes European 
style churches and pavilions. Their colored lights are especially magnificent 
in the evening. 








64. (yu) 部 


1, Netty aa arena 
Ra MISSE Me 
EE d | eal h e | p 





WE EAB “OR i PO BAR SE Tat PH , RD EH" XE “SE” 
BRA 5:5 09 53 8 BAKE v R0 55 S HT B s EUG ELIE LA 
羽 文 声 ,本 义 为 马 类 .昆虫 的 翅膀 。“ 翻 "是 形声 字 ,从 羽 在 声 ,本 义 是 指 马 儿 
&,5| FA fe BLELAE 81 改变 的 意思 。 翔 "是 形声 字 , 从 羽 笠 声 LAS SUN SLA 
动 九 膀 盘 诈 而 飞 。 后 来 , 则 指 乌 闫 或 虫 尖 等 用 翅膀 在 空中 往来 活动 。 


Ancient form B 


JJ is a pictograph. Its ancient script looks like a feather. As a radical, 28 
can appear on the right, top, or bottom of a compound. Characters with the 
7 radical often have meanings related to birds, bird behaviors, or flying 
object. For example #4 (fan; to turn over), SS (yi; wing), $ (weng: bulbul— 
a type of Chinese songbird) all contain the 羽 radical. The character 38 (chi) 
originally meant the wings of birds or flying insects. The original meaning of 
翻 (fan) refers to the change of body position when a bird is flying. Its 
extended meaning is to turn over or to change. The original meaning of 5j 
(xiáng) is a bird circling in the sky without spreading its wings. It now also 
refers to any kind of flying pum | 





SCT 


e 3 WE 





故事 Story 








Feathers are very light, but even they can combine to create a heavy 
enough load to sink a boat. FR JJ ULF describes the situation in which tiny 
things gather to create a mighty force. 





65. FA (yo ng) 部 








“PERE ,古文 字 像 羊 头 :的 正面 形状 ， 并 突出 了 羊角 的 特征 。 和 作为 
部 首 ,* 羊 "有 时 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 或 左 侧 , 例 如 *“ 群 "“ 羚 "; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 上 
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第 八 课 PLAH ES FDR E 





E, BUR BE” SER A 写 羊 有 关 的 ,例如 
“ 羔 ”, 指 未 满 一 岁 的 小 绵羊 ,而 “吉祥 ”的 意义 , 则 突出 反映 在 “ 祥 "“ 美 "、“ 善 ” 
三 个 字 中 。“ 祥 ”" 字 本 义 是 指 训 凶 的 珊 兆 ,后 来 则 专门 表示 好 的 征兆 ,也 就 是 
“吉祥 ”之 义 , 古 人 以 羊 为 主要 的 副食 品 , 肥 壮 的 羊 吃 起 来 味道 很 好 ,所 以 从 羊 
从 大 的 “ 美 " 字 的 本 义 就 是 味道 美 ,“ 善 "是 会 意 字 ,从 言 从 羊 。 因 为 羊 是 吉祥 的 
象征 ,所 以 “ 善 " 字 本 义 就 是 善良 的 行为 和 品质 。 














Ancient form Ip 


Æ is a pictograph. The ancient script of Æ outlines the head of a goat. 
As a radical, it appears on either the left or right side of a compound such as 
in the characters #¥ (oun: herd of sheep) and # (ling; antelope). It can also 
appear on the top of a compound, such as in 六 (gao; lamb) and # (xiu). The 
original meaning of Zi is to sacrifice a sheep to pay tribute. In modern 
Chinese, Zi means shy or ashamed. Characters containing Æ refer to sheep 
or to things associated with goodness. For examples, ff (xiáng) means 
auspicious, 3& (méi) means beautiful, and # (shan) means kindness. 





During the Warring States Period, there was a minister of the Chu State 
named Zhuang Xin. He admonished the emperor of the Chu State for his : 
self-indulgence. He said that if the emperor continued to sacrifice state ` : 
business for personal enjoyment, then the country would soon be conquered RS 











66. 5 (göng) if 








漳 用 的 武器 ,引申 指 形 


本 义 指 用 丝 做 成 的 系 在 号 彰 端的 、 能 发 






NN 
E BSS 
Sn AEN ES 
CT WT Lee 
SE K A. o 
2 A x 
$ der SE, 
E. Í e" Wë 
23 SE ES : Lemmer": 


Ke WK? KE 
| be other states. The Emperor was not happy to hear this and considered 


Zhuang’s words alarmist. Dismayed, Zhuang told the emperor that he could 
not bear to watch the impending destruction of the Chu state, and so he 
would have to leave immediately. Five months after Minister Zhuang left 
Chu, the State Qin attacked. With the state of Chu in dire peril, the emperor 
of Chu sent for the minister Zhuang to return and help save the country. 
Zhuang returned, saying, “it is not too late to mend the fold even after the sheep 


is lost... 


CZE is used to indicate that aene there are problems, it is not 
too late to take remedial measures. 








SERIF ,古文 字 像 弓 张 开 的 形状 。* SPRER 


FAME FA,” EY, SRN BS A, MARA S AY 


AS MOM” EE” RAE AN 55 的 部 分 , PALA" ok”; a Ae aN AS BJ VE ,例如 
“ae” a”, HUP, URGE PE ASIAA ,在 十 代 指 的 是 一 种 木 号 ,引申 





椭圆 一 部 分 的 形状 ,8 “ 弧 形 *。“ 纺 "是 会 意 字 , 左 为 < 己 "， EAK”, 
箭 的 绳 状 物 的 < 己 弦 "。 





8 状 或 作用 像 弓 一 样 的 器 具 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 号 "通常 位 于 






第 八 课 FARES vh Je E 


Ancient form d 


S is a pictograph. The ancient script shows a drawn bow. As a radical, 
often is placed on the left side or the bottom of a compound. For example, 
in the character 张 (zhang) 73 appears on the left. The original meaning of 张 
is to draw a bow; its extended meaning is to open or expand. Characters that 
contain the E radical often signify types of bows, the parts of a bow, or how 
to use a bow. For instance, 弧 (hú) means the curved part of a bow, 3% (xian) 
means bowstring, €f (nù) means crossbow and ït, (chí) means to release the 


tension of a bow. 









66. fh 5 ix € (Bei gong shé ving) 
林 ,cup, 己 .bow, 蛇 ,snake, 影 .shadow 





In the Jin Dynasty, a gentleman named Yue Guang invited a friend to 
come have a drink at his home. After the first sip, when Yue Guang’ s friend 
replaced his wine cup on the table, he noticed a tiny little snake coiled in his 
cup. Although this made Yue’s friend uneasy, he still finished the whole 
cup of wine. The next day, Yue Guang heard that his friend had become ill 





2 
Eh 











L^ a CR 
F 部 f 
x aoc ine ign 


after drinking wine with him. Yue Guang was horrified and went to see his 
friend and ask why he thought the wine had made him sick. After hearing his 
friend’s story about the little snake in the wine cup, Yue Guang hurried 
home to investigate. After much searching, he realized that the bow hanging 
on his dining room wall, cast a shadow that reflected in the wine cup. The 
shadow looked just like a snake. He hastily invited his friend to his home 
again and explained the illusion. When his friend realized that there was no 
snake in the wine cup he was very relieved and his sickness disappeared. 

Now, we use PP = HESS to describe a person who is very suspicious and 
over-sensitive. 


67. gts dài) 部 


. Remains; iv 





“PASE VES Ar” FEBS HE ,下 文字 像 剔 去 肉 后 残留 的 骨头 的 形状 ,本 义 
King dente miir do EIRE , E BUR DET DUIS 99 7049 , 
fn] 30 ^55" (dai; dangerous) , "9" (mod; die)。 歹 部 的 学 多 与 死亡 . 坏 或 不 吉利 等 
ELAR, MME” R o KPI ERETT, AAAS ,是 说 人 死 之 后 a 
XL rs Abus EU IE Y 82, Br EAS SCUSA (BIER LE, 


Ancient form d 


5 is a pictograph. Its original pictograph form is 47—as depicted in the ` ` 
ancient script. It looks like a human skeleton. The ancient pronunciation of 
47 is è. Now 4 is written as D and read as dëi As a radical, 7 is often placed ` 





第 八 课 "wk HSG eh 


on the left side of compound characters that have meanings associated with 
death and bad things. For example, ( 残 cán; injure, deficient). The character 
SE is an ideograph consisting of 人 and X . The image sal ne a soul leaving 
a body. So the meaning of this character is death. 





67. AE fF F (Wéi fei zuó dai) 
A: ERR 3E crime. f£ do P evil . 





After Emperor Tang Gaozong passed away, his wife Wu Zetian came 
into power. She discovered that a corrupt official, Zhou Xing, was plotting a 
rebellion against her. Wu Zetian decided to punish him. She asked the state 
judicial officer to handle this matter. The judicial officer invited Zhou Xing 
to the court and asked him a question: "Say there was a criminal who would 
not admit his crime. What should I do to get him to confess?" Zhou said, 
"This is easy, you just bring in a big hot oven and roast him. That would 
make him admit his wrongdoings!" The judicial officer immediately ordered 
his subordinate to bring in a hot oven. Then he said to Zhou Xing, "You are 
charged with corruption and evil conduct. You are also charged with 
conspiring to usurp power. Shall I do as you suggested—have you roasted in 
the oven?" Scared to death, Zhou 
Xing promptly knelt and pleaded 
guilty to all charges. The moral of 
this story is that an evil person will 
be paid back with his own coin. 
Please note, this story is 
borrowed from the idiom HAAR 
(Please step into the vat) which 
means to invite your enemy to try 
what you have devised against 





them. 
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“小 ?是 会 意 字 ,古文 字 以 沙 粒 表达 “小 ?意思 。 “小 ?本 指 面积 体积、 容 
fg .数量 .强度 力量 等 不 及 一 般 或 不 及 所 比较 的 对 象 ,与 “大 "相对 ,作为 部 


首 ,“ 小 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 , 写 作 “ 小 ”, 例 如 “ 尖 ”、“ 尘 ”; 写 作 “”, 例 如 


“ 光 ”、“ 当 ”。 小 部 的 字 多 与 微小 等 意义 有 关 。“ 尘 "是 会 意 字 , 从 土 从 小 , 指 体 
积 微小 的 尘土 。 此 外 , 当 说 到 “数量 小 "时 ,有 时 就 用 与 “小 "字形 似 的 “ 少 " 字 
来 表示 ,例如 “少量 ”。 


: 


Ancient form dk 


小 is an ideograph. The ancient script of 小 represents three grains of 
sand, indicating its meaning—small. As a radical, 小 often appears on the 
top of compounds, such as in Z2 (jian; small sharp point), Œ (chén; dust), 
and 少 (sháo; small amount). 小 is sometimes written as `, such as in the 


character 3 (guàng; tiny rays). 


M 





Once upon a time, a merchant purchased a beautiful ship from a 
shipbuilder. After several years of use, a member of the crew found a tiny 
crack in the ship’s fore, just above the water level. He reported this problem 
to the merchant. The merchant knew that if he took the ship in for repairs it 
would take at least one month. He could not wait that long because he had 
urgent cargo that needed to be delivered. He told himself a small crack is not 
that critical; repairs could wait until after this shipment was delivered. The 
next day, the ship embarked as scheduled. The weather was favorable on the 
first day of travel, and the ship sailed smoothly. However, the next day the 
weather changed for the worst, and the ship was battered by a ferocious 
typhoon. The pounding waves tore at the small crack, which became larger 
and larger, until water started pouring into the cabin. The ship began to sink 
and the crew had to abandon ship. Because he did not fix his problem 
immediately the merchant lost both his cargo and the ship. 

This parable cautions us that small problems should be dealt with right 
away in order to avoid greater losses. It is similar to the English idiom “A 


stitch in time saves nine.” 











69. K (qian) 部 i 





从 "是 象形 字 ,十 文字 像 人 张口 呼吸 的 形状 。 "从 "的 本 义 指 张口 呵 气 ， 








打 阿 炙 。 人 的 呼吸 有 阴 进 空气 和 呼出 空气 两 种 情况 从” 
“ 欠 "只 呼出 而 不 吸 进 室 气 ;所 以 引申 为 亏欠 。 作 为 部 首 ， 
的 右 侧 。 久 部 的 罕 多 与 口 的 动作 有 关系 ,例如 “ 歌 "“ 欢 ,如 十 从 “全 "得 义 。 





L, MORARE, E“ AAR AR, AWE 


Ancient form H 


‘RK is a pictograph. /’X’s ancient form depicts a person with a large 
mouth (to indicate exhaling). /X means exhale, but not inhale. Because 
exhaling is an act of expelling and expending, it therefore has the extended 
meaning—to owe. As a radical, 从 often appears on the right of a compound. 
Characters with the /X radical have meanings related to vocalizing or 
breathing. Some examples are: HK (gà; to sing a song or a |! Song), XX. (huàn; 
to cheer or hail), and WX (chui; to blow). 
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hudn xin gu wu) 
n xin) happy- and joyful & # up-beat- 


69. RB NC 
(Hud 





Below is a fairy-tale about the Yellow River. 

One fall it rained everywhere every day. Small rivers flooded and poured 
into the Yellow River, which in turn flooded her banks and covered nearby 
lands and villages. Eventually, nothing could be seen except the vast and 
invincible Yellow River. The Yellow River was joyful and buoyant as she 
flowed her way to the Northern sea. She thought herself very powerful, and 
all other rivers naught but her tributaries. Finally, the Yellow River merged 
into the Northern Sea. When she saw the boundless water of the sea, she was 
greatly humbled and embarrassed by her arrogant thoughts. Now she realized 
that a truly joyful and buoyant life was achieved not by thinking that others 
were inferior to you, but rather by always seeking to learn from others. 
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* 子 "是 象形 字 FSU MARE IE. PAS A BL, IR JG 
BL ANSE, PEFR HOS Sls ARR, SLL SE LR A F8 E. D 


此 ,“ 子 "又 有 了 种 子 : 卵 子 等 意义 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 子 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 或 右 


侧 , 例 如 “ 孙 ”“ 仔 ”; 有 了 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ,例如 “ 孕 "。 子 部 的 字 多 与 孩子 或 
生育 等 意义 有 关系 。 例 如 “ 字 ", 由 “~" 和 * 子 "组 成 ,本 义 为 在 屋内 生 孩 子 , 防 


于 承继 血脉 ,正如 文字 传承 文明 和 文化 一 样 ,所 以 “ 字 " 又 用 来 指 记录 语言 的 





ff e 


Ancient form EE 


T is a pictograph. The ancient form of F looks like a baby in swaddling 
clothes. The original meaning of F is infant. Because an infant is the epitome 
of young, therefore, ^ also means young or the younger generation. Because 
infants are human offspring, f- also has meanings related to seeds and eggs. 
As a radical, ^ may appear in the left, right side and bottom. Characters with i 
the + radical have meanings associated with procreation, pregnancy, children, 
and heritage. For example, f^ (sin) means grandson, ff Gët) means son or — 
young animal, and ^f (yun) means to be pregnant. The character ^É (zi; 
character or Chinese script) consists of ^" and 了 于. The original meaning of 
this character is to give a birth to baby inside a house. Giving birth ensures - 
the succession of a family line, just as Chinese characters ensure the 


第 八 课 AP ML AES hr E 


transmission of Chinese history and culture to future generations. Therefore 


字 means Chinese character. 





HAAT is an ancient fable. 

Once upon a time, there was an old man who was very ill and could not 
do any farm-work in the field. He had three sons, but they quarreled 
constantly and could not get things done together. The old man knew that he 
was going to die very soon, so he called his three sons to his bedside. He 
gave each son an arrow and asked them to break the arrow in half. Needless 
to say, each broke their arrow easily. Then the old man gave them a bundle 
of arrows, and asked them to break the bunch. The three sons each took a 
turn to try and snap the bundle, but none of them succeeded. With that the 
old man closed his eyes and died. The three sons wondered why their father’ s 
final task had been to snap arrows. The third son, who was very smart, 
realized that his father wanted them stop quarrelling and unite as one strong 
whole so that through cooperation they could get more done. 
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71. f (zhui) 部 
eee 9h0tl-lailed.bird.. ~ . ... 





"Ën ben Ee d ee oe ,为 短 尾 鸟 的 总 称 。“ 侍 "在 现代 汉语 中 








只 用 作 部 首 , 不 单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 佳 "通常 位 于 汉 季 的 石 侧 , 有 时 位 于 汉 
FH Let Diir" ër 佳 部 的 字 多 与 鸟 类 或 禽类 有 关 。* 雏 ?本 是 

生 刚 出 的 的 小 鸡 ,引申 指 基 他 幼小 的 禽类 和 马 类 。 稚 ” 字 所 指 的 范围 

一 步 扩大 , 泛 指 幼小 的 动物 或 初 涉 社会 的 人 Jr" "pr", 


ELIR AR, ZERK TE 2 队 的 生活 , xt — 3228 A "75 


印证 。“ 集 " 字 本 义 是 群岛 栖息 于 树木 之 上 ,引申 有 





m 


聚会 AN A AE E 
El .ZS ppCVF A pam 





Ancient form & 


f& is a pictograph. The ancient form of Ẹ®Œ is a picture of a short-tailed ` 
bird. In modern Chinese, Œ is no longer an independent character. Asa 
radical, it can appear on the left, right, or top of a compound. Characters 
with the {¥ radical are often associated with birds or poultry. For example, | 





Æ (que) means sparrow. 4ff(chu) originally meant young bird. Now it also 
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第 九 课 AEE A BL d 


refers to baby animals. Birds usually like to live in groups. The character 集 
(jí) describes this phenomenon. 集 consists of two radicals # and A 
indicating a flock of birds resting in a tree. The extended meaning of 集 is 
collective, or gathering. 





故事 Story 


71.  & & i t(Kóngqué dong nan fei) 
- -Æ peacock 东 east i south tiv = 





TLÆ K Kisa well known poem from the Han Dynasty. The poem is 
a tragedy about a tragic marriage. 

. The story took place in Anhui Province sometime between the years 
196 and 219. Liu Lanzhi, the wife of a county official, was forced to divorce 
her husband. Out of devotion to her former husband, Lin resolved to never 
marry again. Her parents wanted her to get remarried however, because a 
divorced woman staying with her parents was socially unacceptable at that 
time. With no way to escape a second marriage, Liu committed suicide. 
When Liu's former husband learned of her death he was overwhelmed by 
sadness and also committed suicide in their former home. To honor this 
couple's deep love, a poet wrote this poem, the first two lines of which read: 
孔 和 省 东南 飞 , 五 里 一 徘徊 the peacock is flying towards the southeast, but it 
looks back every five li. 





2 IEN Fe dd 
: H 2 5 A od t f. e? SC E 
j k A ins 4* AN Ka 
: fe" d "T 
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72. BH (ér) 部 E 





“HERES ,古文 字 像 耳 采 的 形状 。 本 义 是 指 耳 ,引申 指 形状 与 耳 
朱 相 似 的 东西 ,例如 “木耳 ”, 是 可 以 食用 的 一 种 真菌 ,由 于 其 形状 与 耳 林 相 
似 , 故 有 此 称 。 作 为 部 首 ,* 耳 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ， 
例如 * 侮 ”。 耳 部 的 字 多 与 耳 杀 或 听觉 有 关 。“ 取 "是 会 意 字 ,从 耳 从 又 又" 表 
示 手 , 合 起 来 表示 以 手 取 耳 。 古 人 作战 时 往往 用 制 下 的 敌人 的 左 耳 来 计算 俘 
虏 的 数量 ,耳朵 割 得 越 多 ,功劳 就 越 大 。“ 聪 " 字 本 义 是 指 听觉 灵敏 。 因 为 听觉 


灵敏 是 明辨是非 的 重要 条 件 ,所 以 " 聪 "又 引申 指 隐 明 。 
Ancient form A 


H is a pictograph. The ancient script of H looks like an ear. Therefore, 
the meaning of H. is ear. It also refers to things that have a shape similar to 
an ear, such as 木耳 (müér; an edible shelf fungus). As a radical, H often 
appears on the left side of a compound character, as in the character 取 (qù). 
取 is an ideograph consisting of H- and X. (hand). Together, these radicals 
mean that a hand is fetching an ear. Why? On the ancient battlefield, the ` 
victors would cut off the left ear of their enemies who were slain in battle. - 
They did this not only to keep the ears as trophies, but also because warriors. 
were paid by the number of enemies they killed. Ears were used as proof in 
order to claim rewards. -H- can also appear at the bottom of a compound, ~ 
such as in the character 2? (lóng; deaf). The original meaning of Hi (cong) is - 





第 九 课 TER LA SEL S 


keen hearing. Because keen hearing can improve learning, the extended 


meaning of Hi is smart. 





ae T XS uou 
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72. FH zi R (Yan er dao ling) 





Once upon a time, a person wandering on the street came across an 
exquisite door bell hanging on the door of a rich family's house. The bell 
was very responsive: sounding a beautiful and resonant chime at the slightest 
touch. He fell in love with the bell right away and decided to steal it. He 
knew that if he touched the bell it would ring, and then he would be caught. 
He thought and thought, and finally devised a plan. He decided to cover his 
ears when stealing the bell. Of course, though he himself did not hear, the 
bell rang as soon as he touched it, and he was caught by the owner of the 
bell. 

fü H Gs describes a stupid self-deceptive behavior and is similar to 
the English expression: "The cat shuts its eyes when stealing cream.” 
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“AV ERIE S TH CPR AERA ZI, FTAA AS SCT 

阳 之 明 ,引申 指 天 亮 。 在 现代 汉语 中 ,“ 白 ” 字 的 常用 义 是 “白色 ”, 例 如 “日 
雪 ”。 从 某 种 意义 上 讲 ,白色 近似 于 无 色 , 于 是 “ 白 " 引 申 指 一 无 所 有 ;不 花 一 
点 代价 的 意思 。 从 另 一 角度 看 ,白色 给 人 的 感觉 为 明亮 .干净 ,由 此 “ 白 ” 又 引 
申 指 清楚 明白 意义 等 意义 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 自 ”有 时 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ; 有 时 位 于 
RFE, AR”, ARN SS Sa bse ak, OMI” Kaa d; 


CC SE e PA 
Ie" E Fg BE SE 


Ancient form ô 


FH is a pictograph. The ancient form of Ñ looks like a sun with a shining 
ray. Some Chinese scholars believe the original meaning of F1 was actually 
bright with an extended meaning of daytime. In modern Chinese, H means 
white. Because white means the absence of color; therefore, H also has the 
negative extended meaning to not own a thing or to pay no price. Conversely, 
white also suggests cleanliness and brightness. Hence, H also means clear. 
As a radical, H appears on the left side of compounds, such as in the 
characters DÉI (ái; very white) and 这 (jio; bright white). H can also appear 
on the top of a compound such as in J& (quán; (pure) spring water). 





ILR E Ea LA EL b Bg 


故事 Story 





73. (El t f£) (Bái shé chuán) 
“日 .white 蛇 snake f£ biography 





《白蛇 传 》The Story of White Snake is a legendary Chinese story from 
the Song Dynasty. The story tells of a white snake spirit that transformed 
herself into an enchanted lady named Bai Suzhen. Bai came to the human 
world to give her appreciation and love to a scholar named Xu Xian, who 
had saved her life in a previous incarnation. Bai finally found her beloved 
Xu Xian and married him. All was well until one day, the couple visited Jin 
Shan Temple. The Great Master Fa Hai in the temple could see that the Bai 
Suzhen was not a human being but a snake, and promptly warned Mr. Xu. 
Xu did not believe it at first, so Fa Hai gave him.a magical wine that Xu 
could use to test whether Bai was a snake or not. On the Day of the Dragon 
Boat Festival, Xu took advantage of the holiday to invite Bai to drink the 
special wine. This wine transformed Bai back into a snake. Xu was so 
horrified he dropped dead on the spot. In order to save her husband's life, 
Bai raced up to heaven and stole a magical medicine. Bai forced the magical 
herb down Xu's throat and he recovered. But the Great Master Fa Hai was 
intent on separating Xu from Bai because a human coupled with a snake was 
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an a So he lured Xu to the Jin Shan Temple and put him under 
house arrest. When Bai came to the Temple looking for her husband Fa Hai 
attacked her with his magic power. The two fought hard. To win the fight, 
Bai disobeyed the law of heaven and used a magic to flood the Jin Shan 
Temple. After giving birth to a son, she was buried under the Leifeng Pagoda 
in Hangzhou. 
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是 象形 字 , 古 文字 上 半 部 分 像 骨 架 形 ,下 半 部 分 则 表示 骨 所 连 囊 的 
肉 “ 明 ”的 本 义 即 是 指骨 头 ; 壬 头 文 捧 整 个 身体 ,正如 在 事物 中 起 基本 作用 或 
主要 作用 的 成 分 ,所 以 “ 骨 ”" 引 申 指 事物 主要 部 分 等 意义 ,“ 绷 干 " 指 的 就 是 在 
: FE JER S| ER, IER S RT ROS ALB in 48 

AB TE m 839 Utt më" Sein Wort, 

ABEL ARORA DU Ol B) Zc DU a 
部 的 字 多 与 骨头 和 人 体 有 关 。“ 髓 "是 形声 字 , 从 骨 各 声 , 本 指 禽类 或 兽 类 之 

a ol SR A BRO AR. "RA I MAS aT A SUI MIR 

Hr Jee , rte EK 大 ,由 指 人 体 的 部 分 骨骼 , 转 而 表示 人 或 动物 的 整个 


AKA 





AUR FEO oe GLA B Is Bg 
A 
m 


Ancient form 


骨 is a pictograph. The ancient form of 骨 depicts the bone structure of 
human body. The skeleton is the foundation of the body. Therefore, the 
extended meaning of 骨 is to play an integral role. The word 骨干 (gügàn) 
means backbone or mainstay. Another meaning of HY is style or personality, 
such as in the words 骨气 (guqi; moral integrity) and 风骨 (fenggü; vigor of 
style in writing or painting). As a radical, 骨 often appears on the left side 
of a compound. Characters with 肯 often have meanings related to human or 
animal bodies, such as in ## (gé; bone structure) and #% (hái; remains). 
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74. (E S EL B) (Sün da bai gü jing) 





《三 打 白 骨 精 》is a story from the famous Chinese novel Journey to the 
West, written in the Ming Dynasty. Journey to the West tells us a story about 
four monks who went to the Western Heaven (the ancient Chinese Buddhists’ 
name for India) to acquire Buddhist scriptures. On their way they encountered 
many hardships. The four monks who on the pilgrimage were Triptika, who 
was a master monk, Piggy Zhu, Sandy Sha, and Sun Wukong—the Monkey 
king. Sun Wukong is the main character of the novel. He had fiery eyes and 
diamond pupils, which enabled him to discern disguised demons and see 
through all kinds of tricks. Inthe story of (=fTH AH), 日 骨 精 一 the 
White Bone Demon, wants to capture Triptika and eat his flesh because this 
could make 日 骨 精 immortal. The White Bone Demon attempted to trap 
Triptika by first disguising itself as a beautiful girl, later as an old lady, and 
finally as an old man. Unsuspecting Triptika almost falls into each of the 
snares set by 日 骨 精 . Fortunately, Monkey Sun is able to see through these 











snares radi comes to protect Triptika and fight with DS In the end, 日 骨 
TH is defeated, and the four continue on their journey. 


75. v (li) ib 
To sand | sy 





“ 立 "” 是 会 意 字 ,古文 字 像 一 人 立 于 地 上 之 形 , 上 面 的 “大 ”表示 人 ,下 面 的 








表示 人 所 立 之 处 .“ 立 ?的 本 义 指 人 笔直 地 站 立 。 此 外 多 立 " 还 可 用 作 副 
zl Din: vr Di" ro är (Ehe cur ”有 了 时 位 于 汉字 的 无 
侧 ,有 时 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 或 下 面 ,例如 "位 ”“ 竖 "”。 立 部 的 字 多 与 站 立 或 位 置 
等 意义 有 关 。“ 站 " 字 的 本 义 是 指 直 立 , 例 如 “站 立 ”; 直 立 之 后 ,两 腿 是 并 拢 ， 
因此 无 法 行动 ,所 以 又 引申 指 停 上 上 ,例如 “和 车站" 之“ 站”。"“ 端 " 字 本 是 指 站 得 


于 立 就 不 会 不 $i. 所 以 又 引申 指 端正 ,例如 “ 端 坐 ” 





Ancient form À 


X. is an ideograph. In the ancient script Y. looks like a person standing 
on the ground. The original meaning of Y. is to stand up straight. As an 
adverb, Y also means a Wei short time. For example, 5z Bll (hj) means 
right away. As a radical, V. is often associated with standing or position. It 
usually appears on the left side of compounds, such as in 站 (zhàn; station). 
Sometimes it appears on the right or at the bottom of a compound, such as in 
位 (wei; location), and E (shu; upright). The character ?m; (duan) means 
standing upright. Its extended meaning is level or to hold something level. 





> 故事 Story 


75. Ri] $ (Chéng mén li xué) 
J Chen. di door ¥ stand &.snow. 





During the Northern Song Dynasty, there lived a man named Yang Shi. 
Although Yang passed the highest civil service examination, he was very 
modest and always willing to learn new things from other scholars and also 
his mentor, the famous scholar Cheng Yi. One day TARDE and his friend went 
to Cheng's home seeking advice. At | 
the door, they were told that Cheng 
was taking a nap. Yang decided not 
to disturb his mentor. So he and his 
friend waited outside the door. Very 
soon it began to snow. The snow 
became heavier and heavier. When 
Cheng finally got up from his nap, he 
discovered two snowmen standing 





outside of his house. Cheng was very 
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mer He was honored Yang and his friend valued his opinion so highly, 
and he admired Yang and his friend's persistence and sincerity in the pursuit 
of knowledge. 

Later, people use 程 门 立 雪 to praise those who show great respect for 
their mentors and determinedly seek knowledge. 


76. WER (iùn) ği 
Sea TO. See SOUS Ga E 









古 字 形 T 

SL ee EE FCS EAE ED”, Pe A FE ACI E OR BF , 
EH y 52th ANTE E. WUBJZS d 看 到 , 作为 部 痛 ,“ 凡 ”通常 位 
于 汉字 的 右 侧 ;有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 耐 。 河 观 看 或 观看 的 方式 等 站 





人 例如" 观 " 是 仔细 地 看 ， 览 ?是 粗略 地 看 





Ancient form H ¢ 


JL is an ideograph. The ancient character consists of a giant eye at top 
a person's body. Ji, means to see. As a radical, it often appears on the right 
side or at the bottom of a compound. Characters with the J radical have 
meanings associated with vision, viewing, or observation. For example, 观 
(guan) means to view al and 9i (on) means to view cursorily. 
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SI (EH CH on UA G, pb ie 





During the Warring States Period, the King of the Qi State asked his 
Prime Minister Guan Zhong, “How can we make people live and work in 
peace and contentment?” Guan answered, “First, we should classify people 
into four categories according to their occupations: scholars, famers, workers, 
and merchants. Second, we should have people with same occupation live 
together, so that they can learn from each other and love their work. They 
will not often be exposed to new things and so they will not change their 
jobs too frequently. In this way, everyone can enjoy a good and prosperous 
life.” 

ULF Ast means a person's desire to change his or her work the moment 
he or she see something different. Now it is also used to describe people who 
are inconstant and always seek out change when they see something that 
seems better. This phrase refers to people who lack singlehearted devotion to 


their professions. 
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71. A (si) # 
Privacy 








m p "E pi E Sch Ee "a l "E 字形 象 一 颗 心 ， ` "T ys , 是 E. AR. Ce Js an 在 fu 


代 汉 语 中 只 用 作 部 首 , “人 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 或 








下 面 。 值 得 注意 的 是 ;许多 字典 或 词典 里 所 收 的 私 部 字 ,已 经 很 少 有 保留 与 





“4 和 ”的 本 义 有 关 的 汉字 了 。 日 常生 活 中 我 们 第 用 的 “ 私 " 字 ,许多 字典 将 其 归 
入 用 部 ,而 将 * 公 * 字 归 到 八 部 。 但 这 两 个 字 ,都 与 < 和 "的 本 义 有 着 密切 的 关 
Aa “OS ERAN” OSCAR ,本 是 指正 直 无 私 .大公 无 私 , 引 申 指 公 开 等 意 


XQ MARMAT ERAR 、 秘 密 而 又 不 合法 等 意义 。 





Ancient form b 


人 is a pictograph. The ancient form of 4 looks like a person's heart. 
This suggests its meaning—private or personal. In modern Chinese, 4 is no 
longer an independent character. It 1s used only as a radical in compounds. In 
any modern Chinese dictionary, we see only a few characters listed under the 
radical /\. Many characters that contain 4 are listed under other radicals. 私 
(st: privacy or selfish) is listed under the 不 radical; 公 (gōng; public or 
selfiess) is listed under the /\ radical. Though listed under other radicals it is E 
clear just by looking at their meanings that these characters are all 
meaningfully associated with 4. 


SWE EA i UAB. b GN 


故事 Story 





E d (Gong ér wang si) 
.. A4 public ifj as to E forget # selfish 


y 
N. 
b> 
号 | 





During the Warring States Period, there was a government official named 
Qi Huangyang. Once, the Emperor of the Jin State asked Qi to nominate a 
capable person to be the county magistrate. Unexpectedly, Qi nominated a 
person who had offended him before. Later, the Emperor asked him to 
nominate another person be the commander-in-chief. Qi nominated his own 
son regardless of other people’s disapproval. Qi always recommended people 
whom Qi considered would best serve the country rather than those who 
would advance his own interests. Confucius praised Qi as a 2X TI X 4A 
person. 4X m x means to put the interests of the public before personal 


advancement. 
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78. 毛 (mdo) 部 





毛 " 是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 毛 之 形状 。“ 毛 "的 本 义 指 禽兽 之 类 的 毛 ,例如 

“ 兽 毛 ”“ 羽 毛 "。 引 申 指 形状 似 毛发 的 谷物 或 草木 以 及 人 的 须发 。 尽 管 < 毛 ” 

字 有 诸多 引申 意义 ,但 其 基本 意义 , 仍 是 表示 禽兽 之 毛 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 毛 "有 时 

位 于 汉字 左 侧 或 右 侧 ， 侦 尔 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 。 毛 部 的 字 多 与 皮毛 等 意义 有 
关 , 例 如“ 毯 "是 指 厚实 有 毛 绒 的 成 片 织品 六 这" 是 指 细 长 而 尖 的 毛 。 


Ancient form Y 


Æ is a pictograph. The ancient form of 毛 depicts a tiny piece of down. 

The original meaning of E means animal fur or birds’ feathers. Later, € 

also came to mean human body hair and wispy hair-like grasses or plants. 

As a radical, it appears on the left, right, or bottom of compounds. Characters 

big Æ radical have meanings associated with any kind of hair. For example, 
€& (tan) means blanket and & (hao) means long, fine hair. 
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第 九 课 FE CB an LA EL S 





78. 九 牛 一 毛 pda niü yr máo) 
SJL nine 4 ox. — one £ hair- 





In the Han Dynasty, the great scholar and historian Sima Qian was 
persecuted by the government. Sima Qian offended the government by 
supporting General Li Ling who, when faced with an utterly hopeless 

situation on the battlefield, had surrendered to the Huns. To punish Sima 

Qian, the government had him castrated. Initially, Sima Qian was extremely 
humiliated and wanted to commit suicide. But later became convinced that 
his humiliation and death were of little importance. His death would be like 
pulling a single hair from nine oxen JL ^F [7 — Æ. He realized his death 
would not help to change the emperor’s mind and people’s prejudice. So he 
decided to live and endure the humiliation in order to continue his important 
mission: to finish his great book, Records of the Historian (《 史 记 》). Later, 
people derived JL4- — from Sima Qian’s poetic turn of phrase to describe 
a very small minority. 
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还 会 将 占卜 所 问 之 事 、 





hf] (bt) a 





d 
3 
2 LU x 
MS a ts ou CETTE a aa eg "I ën E 3 wä J SE 


dE 
ITALIA Dark LIAS ER ARCRCRLGOE CRINES kk i NEL 
占 下 日 期 ,占卜 结果 等 内 容 以 及 占卜 人 姓名 刻 在 旬 骨 
上 ,这 类 的 记录 内 容 就 是 我 们 通常 所 说 的 “下 秤 ">。 " DRE" A EZ dreem 
兽 骨 上 的 ,所 以 这 些 文字 被 称 为 “甲骨 文 "。* 甲 骨 文 " 是 我 们 今天 所 看 到 的 最 
早 的 记录 中 国 古 代 历 史 的 出 土 文献 。 卜 部 的 字 多 与 占卜 吉凶 等 意义 有 关 。 
“ 卦 "是 古代 占卜 用 的 ,象征 自然 现象 和 人 事变 化 的 一 套 符号 。“ 八 卦 "就 是 
《周易 》 中 的 八 种 基本 图 形 ,象征 天 .地 . 雷 . 风 水、 火山、 泽 八 种 自然 现象 ， 
这 些 图 相互 拼合 得 六 十 四 卦 ,用 来 象征 各 种 事物 。 


一 -一 一 一 -全 





Ancient form Y 


h is a pictograph. The ancient script of it depicts the cracks in an 
oracle bone. Ancient Chinese people used turtle shells for divination. They 
heated the turtle shell over a fire until it cracked, then they interpreted their 
fortunes according to the cracks. When the divination was complete, the 
bone-reader carved three things into the shell or bone: the names of those 
who had requested the divination, the content of the divination, and the time 
of the divination. These records are referred to as oracle bone inscriptions— 
and they are the earliest extant pieces of Chinese script, and are believed to 





ak 
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第 九 课 





be characters’ origin. Characters that contain the radical h often relate to 
fortune-telling. The character | (gud) stands for a set of symbols representing 
changes within nature and human society. These symbols were a tool in 
soothsaying. 八卦 is from the Book of Changes (commonly known as the J 
Ching or Yi Jing. It consists of eight types of hexgrams which stand for the 
eight kinds of natural phenomena: heaven, earth, thunder, wind, water, fire, 
mountain, and marsh. These natural forces can combine in 64 different ways 
to create all things and events in the world. Each of these 64 combinations is 


represented in the 八卦 . 





“占卜 divination (specifically: to divine by means of the Eight Diagrams 
as described in the Book of Changes) in Chinese history is a method of 
fortune-telling. Divination played an important role in people's lives during 
the pre-science era. While based in superstition, it gave rise to many of the 
rational mainstays of Chinese society, such as the early Chinese writing 
system, philosophies, mathematics, astronomy, geology, and archeology. 
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“CEP EL PERE S AOPA RE JA IRIN Ibs We, RA 
KEF, “OOK REA BREE. EIRE, “BE PL 
的 左 侧 。 齿 部 的 字 多 与 牙齿 或 年 龄 等 意义 有 关 。“ 眼 " 指 围绕 牙 颈 及 覆盖 上 下 
合 牙 权 的 组 织 , 泛 指 牙 柳 及 其 四 周 的 软组织 ;“ 龄 " 字 中 之 所 以 有 “ 齿 ”", 是 因 
为 从 牙齿 可 以 看 出 一 个 人 年 龄 的 长 幼 。 


Ancient Form la 


YW is a pictograph. The ancient script of 齿 looks like two teeth in a 
mouth. Later, IE was added to the top of the pictograph to indicate the 
pronunciation. This created the modern character 74. As a radical, 齿 often 
appears on the left side of a compound. Characters with ff often have 
meanings associated with teeth. For example, f$ (yin) means gum. The fr 
radical also signifies age or aging. 龄 (líng) means age, because we can tell a 
person's age based on the condition of their teeth. 





SIU 佳 . 耳 . 白 . 骨 . 立 . 见 . 和 人 SEL P A 





During the Warring States Period, the King of the Jin State wanted to 
expand his territory. He decided to invade the Guo State. In order to reach 
the Guo State, Jin’s army had to go through the Yu State. So the King of Jin 
sent his ambassador to Yu to get the King’s permission to march an army 
through his lands. The ambassador presented two gifts—a priceless jade and 
a precious horse to the King of Yu. Yu was very pleased with these gifts and 
wanted to let the Jin army through. However, a senior official advised the 
King of Yu that it was not a good idea to allow the Jin army go through Yu's 
territory to attack Guo. He reminded the King that Guo and Yu had always 
had good relations, and had become interdependent. If the Guo State was 
conquered by Jin, then the state of Yu would be sandwiched between the 
Jin's two territories and the Jin would inevitably attack Yu. He likened the 
relationship of Guo and Yu to teeth and lips: When the lips were gone the 
teeth would be exposed to the cold. The King of Yu, however, did not take 
this good advice. He let the 
Jin army go through his state 
to attack the State of Guo. 
After the Jin conquered Guo, 
they turned around and 
conquered Yu. 

E È & 3€ describes an 
interdependent relationship ` 
between two things. It is a 
reminder that when your ally | 
falls, you are in danger. | 





(ia 





81. Jj (fang) 部 





DT 


“ 方 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 两 只 船 并 立 之 形 ,本 义 是 指 并 行 的 两 只 船 。 在 
现代 汉语 中 “ 方 ”的 本 义 已 不 再 使 用 ,而 以 其 引申 义 通 行 。“ 方 ”用 作 名 词 , 表 
示 方 形 的 东西 ,引申 指 空 间 位 置 或 方位 。 作为 部 首 ， 方 ”位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 。 由 
于 现代 的 字典 或 词典 把 表示 旗帜 的 意义 部 归 入 “ 方 ” 部 ,所 以 方 部 还 与 旗帜 
等 蕊 义 有 关 。 中 国清 代 满 族 实行 车 政 合 一 的 “ 八 施 if 








装 ,由 满族 妇女 的 长 袍 演变 而 
袍 ”"。“ 旅 "是 军队 的 编制 单位 ,“ 方 "在 “ 旅 " 字 中 是 


有 至 旗 。 又 因为 军队 经 常 行 军 打 会, 所 以 * 旅 ?的 引申 义 是 旅行 。 





Ancient form i 


方 is an ideograph. The ancient form of 方 looks like two parallel boats. 
This meaning is no longer in use in modern Chinese, however. 77 now 
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ATR Ty Me JL. 


means square. Its extended meaning is physical space or position. In modern 
Chinese, the radical 77 also has the meaning of flag or banner. Therefore, 


characters that contain 77 are usually related to either space or flags. W- 


(qi) means flag. In the Qing Dynasty, the Manchu Nationality adopted a 
military administrative system called 八旗 (baqi; Eight Banners). Thus, 
another name for the Manchu Nationality was RE A (qirén; flag people). The 
旗袍 (qipdo; cheongsam) is a dress that developed from the gown worn by 
Manchu women. 旅 (lu; brigade) is a military unit. Because each military 
unit has its own banner, so 77 is the radical for jig. Because the army often 
travels to fight with enemies; thus, 旅 also means to travel. 


zuóshóu hud fang) 
draw B circle, 
raw H square ` 





Once upon a time, a person thought that he was very smart. He bragged 
that he could simultaneously draw a circle with his right hand and a square 
with his left. But when he tried he produced a deformed circle and a rounded 
square. 

This story says that ordinary people can’t do too many things at once 
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| ihn sacrificing quality. Those who can are geniuses. Therefore, 74 F H] 
a], Zr-FiH 7; is now used to describe one who tries to focus on too many 
things at once and consequently produces poor results. But it can also be 
used to describe a person who possesses extraordinary abilities and can 
successfully handle many tasks simultaneously. 





82. (hei) iij 
«ss. Bock 








"AR "是 会 意 字 ,在 文字 上 面 像 窗 子 的 形状 ,下 面 像 人 燃烧 的 火 形 , 合 起 来 
表示 烟火 球墨 之 意 。“ 黑 "的 本 义 为 墨色 ,引申 为 上 蜡 、 论 线 不 足 等 意义 。 瞳 处 不 
易 被 看 到 ,所 以 " 黑 " 有 秘密 的 不 公开 的 或 非法 的 意思 。 作 为 部 首 “ 黑 ?通常 
位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ;有 时 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 或 下 面 。 黑 部 的 字 多 与 黑色 等 意义 有 
A, “ae PATE BHT AREA, “Ree. 


一 和 
~ 


Ancient form $ 


is an ideograph. The bottom part of the ancient character looks like 
a wood-burning fire. The top part looks like a window with some black spots ` 
due to heavy smoke. Together, they mean black. The extended meaning of 
is dark. Because things are not easily observed under the cover of darkness, 
thus, Æ also means secretive or illegal. As a radical, 2& can i on the 
left, top, or bottom of a character. Characters with the ™ radical have - 
meanings related to black color. For example, Së (mà) means ink for writing Ga? 
calligraphy; $È (dài) is a greenish-black color. 





82. Jr ^k d ES d E (in zhü zhé chi, jin mo zhé héi) 
to 朱 vermilion 者 person J red, 
to & ink 者 person Æ black ` 





Ouyang Xiu was a great scholar during the Northern Song period. He 
was renowned as a noble-minded person and a great writer. One day, 
Ouyang Xiu's friend Fan Zhongyan came to visit him. Fan chatted with 
Ouyang’s subordinate—a man named Lv. During their conversation, Fan 
told Lv about a Chinese saying— "things that are close to vermilion are 
reddened and things that are close to ink are blackened." He thought Lv was 
a such lucky man to be able to work closely with a great scholar like Ouyang 
Xiu, because Lv would be reddened—his charácter would be bettered and he 
would learn a lot from Ouyang Xiu. 

” 近 朱 者 赤 ， 近 墨 者 黑 is similar to the English saying “He who keeps 
company with the wolf will learn to howl.” 
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83. & (shi) a i 
—« Ancient weapon. SZ" 








66 JA. 99 


G'RÁOUE WOES SC AIL, “RISB RE, S| 
指 以 手持 器 械 击 打 某 物 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 受 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 。 受 部 的 字 大 





ZSUPPRATE ELAR, “RRM IE ROR, OPR 
字 


理据 是 以 手持 械 击 碎 瓦 大 ,由 瓦 化 筱 损坏 产生 出 本 义 一 一 毁坏 。 


Ancient form t f 


ZZ is a pictograph. The ancient form of < looks like a hand holding a 
weapon with a long shaft. The original meaning of is shi—a type of 
ancient weapon. Its extended meaning is holding an apparatus with which 
to strike. As a radical, ‘ often appears on the right side of a compound 
character. Characters with the 57 radical often have meanings related to 
hitting or striking. Ex indicates hammer-harden,later written as SE ( duàn). 
The original meaning of Sx (hui) is to use apparatus to break pottery into 
pieces. Its extended meaning is to destroy. ` 





(eS CANES oy ce cR 
TES times Mz dr e em 
: a tt 
MEA EE 
fe 


第 十 课 WR OLA RIO GE 


故事 Story 








83. Git i 4 ih & &A— x (Giddi de che zhàn bingqi—shü) 
”证 代 的 .ancient 4 carriage ik combat & zi weapon— shu. 


The use of the weapon * in chariot combat started in the Pre-Qin 
Dynasty period. According to historical records, the 57 was created in the 
Shang Dynasty. However, its shape had been lost to history for more than 
two thousand years. It was not until the 1978 archaeological discovery in Sui 
County that the < was revealed to the modern world. The shaft of a 5z was 
about three-meters tall, made out of bamboo or wood. A bronze or iron 
pointed head was mounted at the top of the shaft. The * was a very popular 
and effective weapon during the Warring States Period. That period saw near 
constant warfare as seven states contended for supremacy. After the Han 
Dynasty, chariot combat gradually lost its popularity. As such, use of the & 
was also diminished. 
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84. J| (ér; rén) 部 








" JL'IESOECE ,在 文字 像 一 个 张口 的 小 儿 的 形状 ,本 
为 部 首 , 儿 读 作 ren。 现代 汉 语 中 的 “ 儿 " 读 作 @r 是 “ 几 ” 的 简化 字 ,, 中 国 吉 代 ， 
“ 儿 ” 专 指 男 孩儿 ;例如 “儿子 ”作为 部 首 ;“ 儿 ”多 位 于 议 字 的 下 面 ,例如 “ 兄 
“人 允 ”, 儿 部 的 字 多 与 男性 等 意义 有 关系 ,。“ 兄 ”从 传世 文献 的 用 法 来 看 


, 旁 系 素 属 中 同 斐 而 长 于 自己 的 男性 : 











Ancient form | t 


JL is a pictograph. In the ancient script, JL looks like a swaddled baby 
boy. The original meaning of JL is baby boy. Its extended meaning is male. 
As a radical, it is pronounced as “rén.” In modern Chinese, however, JL is 
pronounced as “ér” which is the simplified form of the character bt (child; 
children). As a radical, JL usually appears at the bottom of compounds, such 
as in Ji (xiong) and ù (yün). Ju refers to elder males, especially elder 
brothers. ù means to trust (your elders). Its extended meaning is to allow — 
or to permit. | 
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第 十 课 DRJ AREE 





84. 难 兄 难 弟 (Ndn/Nan xiong nán/nàn di) 
ME difficult to be J, elder brother 
_.. ME difficult to be 弟 younger brother. .. . : 





This story took place during the Han Dynasty. A County Magistrate had 
two gifted sons—Chen Ji and Chen Chen. They both got married and had a 
child. One day, the two children began arguing over who’s father was a better 
one. Unable to resolve the issue, they went to see their grandfather, the 
County Magistrate, and asked him to give a judgment. The grandfather smiled 
and said, "Chen Ji is the best oldest son and Chen Chen is the best youngest 
son. I cannot tell who is a better one. They both were equal good." 

We use this idiom to describe two of a kind who are equal worth. 
However, this idiom is seldom used in the modern Chinese. According to the 
Modern Chinese Dictionary (Commercial Press 2005), most of time this 
idiom is used to describe two of a kind who are equal bad. In this case 难 兄 
XE 9B. is pronounced as (nàn xiong nan di) to indicate two of a kind who are in 
equal bad situation. 
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85. 2 (shan) i 
~ Émbellish . 








iB rp HARE T D, 
不 单独 nass T 作 y» x SÈT Kä 乡 "3H "idu PAS bey az Di vis Aj) i iil Ce 侧 ， 如 “ 须 ， 7 3 ” .有 j 时 
;与 色彩 熙 修饰 等 意义 有 关系 。“ 彩 "是 


T Fe HE LU Ed. E £i $ 分 ”是 EL : : 


ZR AE HH Fes EAH aL 








e au 
Ancient form 二 


2 is a pictograph. The ancient script depicts decorative patterns. In 
modern Chinese, 2 is no longer used as an independent character. As a 
radical, it often appears on the left or right side of a compound such as in 须 
and X. Sometimes, 7 appears at the bottom of a compound character, such 
as in EZ (yàn; a man of virtue and ability). Characters with the 2 radical 


V 


have meanings related to color or embellishment. 彩 (cái; colorful) is phonetic- 
semantic compound. ZE represents the pronunciation (cái) and 2 hints at the 
meaning—colorful (embellishment). $ (xi; moustache) is an ideograph 
consisting of two radicals. Ji means head and % means embellished. The- 
moustache can be considered an addition to, or decoration on, the face. In. P 
ancient times, government officials were very particular about keeping their- 


moustaches neat. ` 
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BTR TS IL zong 


故事 Story 





85. tf i A it i JA (Jinguó bú rang xüméi) 
jE ancient woman’s head dress (women) 
«A. not if yield to 须眉 .moustache (men 





Toward the end of the Northern Wei Dynasty, barbarians neighboring 
the Han Nation became stronger. They often invaded the Central Plains of 
the Han nation. The court had to conscript an army. 

A young woman named Hua Mulan had liked horseback riding and 
archery since she was a child. One day Mulan’s aged and weak father was 
drafted into the defense militia. Worried her father couldn t handle military 
service, Mulan came up with a plan. She disguised herself as a young man 
and went to war in her father's place. She remained in the army for twelve 
years and won many military honors. Her fellow soldiers never knew that she 
was a woman. They greatly respected Mulan's courage. After the war, the 
emperor summoned all the officers and soldiers who made great contributions 
in defeating the invaders and granted each of them a promotion. But Mulan 
told the emperor that she did not want to be promoted. All she wanted was a 
good horse to carry her home immediately. The emperor granted her request. 
When she reached her home, she took off her armor and put on her lady's 
dress. The fellow soldiers 
who had accompanied her 
home were shocked. They 
praised Mulan, saying“ 巾 
ld 不 让 须眉 一 Women 
could do men’s work just 
as well as men.” | 








86. “ (qì) di 
seAirGas-«- 





“ 气 " 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 云气 兼 腾 上 升 的 样子 ,本 义 为 云气 。 后 来 则 用 以 
指 没有 一 定 的 形状 或 体积 ,能 自由 流动 的 物体 ,在 中 国 古 代 的 医学 中 ,人 们 把 
能 使 人 体 器 官 发 挥 机 能 的 动力 称 为 “ 气 ", 例 如 “气功 "之 " 气 "。“ 气 功 "是 中 国 
特有 的 一 种 健身 术 ,通过 调 心 ( 控 心理 活动 ). 调 息 (调控 呼吸 运动 ). 调 身 ( 调 


空 身体 的 姿势 和 动作 ) 等 步 又 ,达到 防 病 治 病 .健身 延 年 .开发 潜能 的 目的 。 作 
为 部 首 , 气 " 通 常 位 于 汉字 的 上 右 侧 , 例 如 * 氛 ". 气 部 的 字 多 与 云气 或 气体 之 


义 有 关 , 大 多 为 表示 自然 界 中 空气 组 成 成 分 的 后 起 字 ,例如 * 毛 "“ 氧 等 。 


Ancient Form A 


^ is a pictograph. The ancient form of 气 looks like rising air. ^X 


originally referred to clouds. Later, 1t became used to refer to any kind of air 
or gas. According to traditional Chinese medicine, there is a kind of air inside 
the body whose movement keeps one alive and maintains the body's vitality. 
The Chinese developed a set of exercises that help maintain the healthy flow 
of this air. These exercises are known as 气功 (qigong). The practice of 气功 
involves three things: regulating thoughts and emotions, modulating the 
breathing, and coordinating breathing with physical movement. Characters 
with the ^ radical often have meanings related to air, gas, or atmosphere— - 
such as 所 (fen; atmosphere), $. (yang; oxygen), and A (qing; hydrogen). 
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第 十 课 





故事 Story 





86. E x 4X (Zi qi dong lái) | 
" purple Ẹ dir 东 east} come |... 7 





During the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, a man named Yin Xi worked as the 
Head of the Hangu Pass. One morning, as he left home, he saw the rosy rays 
of the rising sun in the east. As he admired the dawn, he noticed a huge 
purple cloud drifting towards the west. As the purple cloud drifted it became 
thicker and thicker. It made the mountain in the distance especially 
magnificent. He suddenly realized the cloud was a good omen 一 that there 
would be a wise man coming to the Hangu Pass. Sure enough, shortly after 
he saw this omen, the great Scholar 一 Laozl arrived. Yin Xi invited Laozi to 
stay in the Hangu Pass. Laozi agreed. During his stay, Laozi wrote his great 
work—The Taodejing (The Classic of Virtue), a splendid piece of literature 
whose influence on Chinese philosophy and culture is immeasurable and 
continues to this day. 
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87. “] (bao) il 


“SERIF T XC BU BAS CIE LAS SL GR S "分 " 在 现代 汉 
EP RERE ,不 单独 成 字 。 作 为 部 首 ， 分 " 通 带 位 于 汉字 的 上 右 侧 ,例如 


fg” KA z^ ^] Zoe E DIS 弯曲 等 意义 有 关 UE HAS LRA 


“ 包 " 又 引申 指 容纳 在 内 的 意思 ,例如 “包括 "“ 包 含 ”。 
Ancient form 70 


^] is a pictograph. The ancient form of ^J looks like a person who is in 
a bending down position to hold something. The original meaning of ^J is to 
wrap up. In modern Chinese, ^J is no longer an independent character. It is 
used only as a radical for compound characters , such as in & (bao; to wrap 
up). The original meaning of ^J (gou) is to crook or bend. Its extended 
meaning 1s hook (a bent tool). 





CEET RH EEN 


故事 Story 





87. 包罗 万 象 (Bolu6 wanxidng) 
... fd wrap 9 include H ten thousand $& phenomenon ` ` 





Pu Songling was one of the great authors of the Qing Dynasty. He wrote 
a collection of short stories named Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio. It 
had 12 volumes with 491 stories. Each story features some type of ghosts or 
spirits. The author used these fantastical figures to explore real social 
problems. The book has been wildly popular in China since its publication— 
both for its haunting stories and what it reveals about social life in the Qing 
dynasty. Because the book created such a large number of rich and distinct 
characters, people used 包罗 万 象 to praise its comprehensiveness. 包罗 万 
& is now used to describe anything of an encyclopedic nature. 








" Claw "pus — 
SFE X 


* 扑 "是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 手 有 所 抓 挠 之 形 , 本 义 为 手指 或 鸟 兽 的 脚趾 。 
作为 部 首 ,“ 爪 "有 时 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 , 写 作 “””, 俗 称 * 爪 子 头 ”, 例 如 * 受 "、 
“ 采 ”; 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ;, 例 如 * 印 "“ 胞 "。 爪 部 的 字 多 与 用 手 抓 取 等 义 有 
关 。“ 采 " 字 由 * 爪 "和 “ 木 "组 成 ,表示 用 手 从 树 上 搞 取 。 引 申 指 细心 挑选 

取 、 搜 集 的 含义 ,例如 “采访 ”采购 ”"。“ 印 " 字 的 左边 是 “ 扑 ”, 右 边 是 "有"( 表 
示 印 章 ), 以 手 执 * 了 ”, 表 示 * 印 "的 动作 ,印章 加 盖 到 纸 上 会 留 下 “印记 ", 手 
的 印记 为 "手印 "。 





Ancient form - kh 


IL is an ideograph. In the ancient script it looks like a claw. Its meanings 
are claws or fingers. As a radical, JÑ sometimes appears on the top of a 


Ww 


compound, where it is written as *” , such as in the character 7 (cdi; to pick 
(by using fingers)). Sometimes it appears on the left or right side of a 
compound character, as in the characters 印 (yin ) and J€ (pá). Here the left ` 
part of FH is J and the right part is H (a seal). Together, they suggest using ` 
the fingers to press down a seal, or to stamp. È means to crawl, creep, or E 
climb. | 
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88. 片 鳞 半 爪 (Pion lin ban zháo) 
— Fr single BR fish scale.2# half. JV bird. dow 





This idiom describes a situation in which one sees only a very small 
fraction of a whole, like seeing only a single scale of a whole fish or half of a 
talon on a whole bird. 














| 
89. R (wd) àl 
古 字形 
“ 瓦 "是 象形 字 , 古 文字 像 屋 瓦 相 搂 之 形 。 “ 瓦 " 是 烧 制 而 成 的 土 器 的 总 
称 。 作 为 部 首 ,* 瓦 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 , 例 如 * 瓶 ";, 有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 ， 
INE”, "E REEF, AERE ,现在 多 用 以 指 次 器 。 中 国 是 瓷器 的 故 | 


乡 ,次 器 的 发 明 是 中 华 民族 对 世界 文明 的 巨大 贡献 。 被 称 为 “次 都 "的 江西 景 | 








Ancient form R 


Bu is a pictograph. The ancient symbol for H. looks like a roof tile. AL 
refers to all kinds of things made from firing in a kiln. Asa radical, Lis 
often placed on the right or bottom of a compound character, such as in the 
characters #f (ping; bottle) and ZS (ci; porcelain). China has a long history of 
producing porcelain. Jingde Zhen, a city located in the Jiangxi Province, 
began producing a blue and white porcelain as early as the Yuan Dynasty. 
This porcelain became famous all over the world. 





故事 Story 


89. T9 E E ,不 为 瓦 全 (Ning wéi yù sui, bù wéi wá quán) 
T would rather 为 lo be E jade WW broken, 








In the year 550, Gao Yang, the General of the Eastern Wei in the 
Northern Dynasties, forced Emperor Xiaojing to resign and made himself the 
Emperor. The next year, fearful of losing his rule, he killed Xiaojing’s three 
sons. But eliminating these heirs was not enough to allay his fears, He was 
afraid other member of the former emperor's family would seek revenge. 
Soon, he slaughtered twenty-five entire families who were related to Xiaojing - 
and shared the same surname. Ina total, he killed more than 700 innocent - 
people. When news of these massacres had spread, everyone who shared 
Xiaojing's surname was scared. Several decided to change their surname. - 
One man however, was very brave. He decided he would not to yield to Gao ` 
Yang. He said, ^I would rather be a shattered jade than an unbroken piece of — 
tile. I will never change my surname.” EN 

Today, 宁 为 玉碎 ,不 为 瓦 全 means “It is better to die in glory than 
live with dishonor." A similar English expression 1s: Better to die on one's | 
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Bt Ji GR. SELL. 2 AIO 


feet than live on one's knees. 





90. EI 
-To run; To walk ` 





“ 走 " 是 会 意 字 ,古文 字 上 面 为 * 天 ", 像 人 押 开 两 辟 跑 步 之 形 ;下 面 为 
“ 目 ”, 突 出 其 为 脚 的 动作 。“ 走 "本 义 是 指 跑 , 例 如 “飞禽 走兽 "说 的 就 是 天 上 
飞翔 的 岛 和 地 上 奔跑 的 野兽 。 后 来 , 本义 不 青 单独 使 用 ,“ 走 " 字 专 门 用 来 表 
示 行 走 之 义 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 走 "多 位 于 汉 宇 的 左 侧 。 走 部 的 字 多 与 奔跑 或 行走 
约 动作 有 关 。" 赶 "是 形声 字 , 从 走 十 疡 ,表示 追赶 驱赶 之 义 , 例 如“ 赶 网 子 上 
架 ”, 人 们 用 来 比喻 强人 所 难 , 追 使 他 大 去 做 不 能 做 的 事 ;* 越 ?本 义 为 经 过 
超过 。 
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.. X runing D horse 


Ancient form ed 


3E is an ideograph. The top part of the ancient form looks like a walking 
person, while the bottom part is a foot to emphasize the action of walking. 
The original meaning of Æ is to run. In modern Chinese, 3E means only to 
walk. As a radical it often appears on the left side of a compound. Characters 
with the 3E radical often have meanings related to foot movement, such as 
赶 (gán; to catch up with) and X (yue: to jump over). 





走马 观 花 一 Seeing flowers while riding on horseback—came from a 
poem written by a famous Tang poet, Meng Jiao. When Meng Jiao was 
young, he studied very hard but repeatedly failed the Civil Service Exam, 
which was the prerequisite to attaining a government post. However, at the 
age of 46, Meng Jiao finally passed the exam and became a successful 
candidate for government office. He wrote the two lines: 春风 得 意 马 蹄 疾 ， 
一 日 看 尽 长 安 花 一 Flushed with success, the horse runs fast, seeing all the ` 
flowers of Changan city in just one day. These lines expressed his unbridled 
elation at his accomplishment. | 

Now, the expression 3E 
马 观 花 has come to describe 
when people gain only a 
superficial understanding of a ` 
situation through only a 
cursory observation or visit. 








91. C (fang) ği 
.. Box; Container ` 








“RRE ih C AB AE EAA — Fb CD S TE 
EL S SE Mec UK 现代 汉语 EE ER d'V JE ems BH Es woe Tat Ze ED SI) 
ETERRA oe, IUD EET "breet zx 


使 之 整齐 








bir, PTA EES R RAHE EERE, EREKE, MAI, 
fee PDN AY s HI] AFEA BIMA i o 


Ancient form [_ 


L. is a pictograph. The ancient symbol for | . looks like a rectangular 
box with one side open. In modern Chinese, T is no longer an independent 
character but appears only as a radical. Characters containing [. have 
meanings related to boxes or containers, such as [E and E. E is a phonetic- | 
semantic compound consisting of two radicals: 请 一 indicating the meaning | 
a rectangle bamboo container, and 王 which suggests the sound—kuang. | 
When we put things into a container, we would need to arrange them in an 
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91. 神医 华 伦 (Shkn yi Hud Tus) 








BERD 
S E 


order, thus, the extended meaning of IÆ is to correct. |. is also a phonetic- 


semantic compound combining L. and Hl. It is pronounced as xid and it means 


small box. 











In the Eastern Han Dynasty, Hua Tuo was an accomplished doctor. His 
medical knowledge covered many fields, including contagious diseases, 
respiratory diseases, gynecology, dermatology, and pediatrics. In addition to 
herbal medicines, he was also adept at acupuncture. Because he could cure 
so many diseases many people of the time revered him as a magician. When 
he learned of Hua Tuo’s great reputation, the King of Wei in the Three 
Kingdoms Period (155-220), Cao Cao forced Hua Tuo to be his personal 
doctor. Cao Cao suffered from chronic headaches. He hoped that Hua Tuo 
could help him. One day, at midnight, Cao Cao suffered a serious headache, 
and so he called for Hua Tuo. Hua Tuo was now familiar with Cao Cao’s 
medical situation. He believed Cao Cao had a brain tumor. He suggested that 
Cao first drink some herbal 
soup that would dull the pain, 
then undergo surgery to get rid 
of the tumor. Cao Cao flew into 
a rage. He shouted at Hua Tuo: 
“How dare you try to kill me!” 
and had Hua Tuo imprisoned at 
once. Before long Hua Tuo died 
in prison. Before his death, he 
recorded all of his. vast medical 
knowledge in a manuscript, and 








SWR CFT ETARE H 


presented it to the prison guard. But the guard was terrified that Cao Cao 
would find out, and so he burned the manuscript. Therefore, Hua Tuo’s 
medical knowledge was lost to future generations. 


. Single-leaf.door oy 





“ 户 "是 象形 字 ,吉文 字 像 单 户 门 形 。 户 的 本 义 是 单 肩 门 , 后 泛 指 门户 A 
第 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 户 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左上 面 。 户 部 的 字 多 与 门户 有 关 。“ 房 ” 
是 指 住人 的 建筑 物 。* 肩 "本 是 大 型 屏障 物 , 指 帝王 出 巡 时 用 来 障 日 挡 风 吕 沙 
的 ,就 像 房子 可 以 用 来 障 日 挡 风 一样 ,西汉 以 后 才 有 了 用 人 手 摇 取 凉 的 工具 
AF. 


Ancient form D 


F isa pictograph. In the ancient script it looks like a single-leaf door. 
This was the original meaning of PD. Its extended meaning is household or 
family status. Characters with the 户 radical have meanings related to 
housing or households. PE (fang) means house. bi (shan) was a tool used by 
emperor's family to block the sun and sand when they were on outings. | 
After the Western Han Dynasty, this character came to be used as fan. Now 


it can refer to any type of fan. 
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. [134 Pr (Mén dang hù dui) 
门 当 door sleepers (underneath of ihe door) 
DN door pillars (on the top of doorframe) 





In traditional Chinese architecture, door sleepers and door pillars were 
used as decorations for a traditional Chinese two-leaf door. In traditional 
China, rich families were very particular about the ornamentation on their 
doors, because they reflected the family's wealth and glory. Different 
designs and materials signified different economic condition, social status, 
and occupations. In fact, before betrothing their children, family members 
would send a servant to observe the quality of the prospective bride or 
groom s door decorations to determine whether the prospective family was 
rich or poor. Because of this, 门当户对 later came to be used to refer to an 
affianced couple who are well-matched in terms of social and economic 
condition. 





第 十 一 课 CLR uk ROS 














-Ruler 
ose LL 

“ 工 ” 是 象形 宇 , 十 文字 像 曲 尺 之 形 。* 工 "本 是 指 工 匠 用 的 曲 尺 ,引申 作 
动词 , 指 擅长 精 于 等 意思 。“ 工 "用 作 形 容 词 ,有 精巧 精致 的 意思 ,例如 “ 工 
”作为 部 首 ,“* 工 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,有 时 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 。“ 工 ”部 字 
多 与 擅长 或 不 擅长 做 某 种 事 等 意义 有 关 .“ 左 "的 本 义 是 用 ( 左 ) 手 相助 ( 拿 尺 
ay | t ETZ) SDE MA, "ris OM TS ,常用 来 指 基 人 技艺 






高 明 或 某 物 工艺 精巧 。“ 差 "是 指 做 得 不 好 。 
Ancient form | 


-L is a pictograph. The ancient script depicts an ancient three-slatted 
carpenter’s square. Thus, L means an instrument used for measurement. 
When L is used as a verb, it means to be good at doing (something). As a 
radical, it can appear on the left, top, or bottom of a compound. Characters 
with 工 often have meanings related to aptitude and specialization. The 
original meaning of Æ (zuó) is holding (a ruler) in the left hand while 
(working on a craft). Its extended meaning is left. 15 (qiáo) means skillful. 
The original meaning of # (chà) is differing from or lacking in quality. 
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93. R IJ fe (Liáng gong qiáo Wong! e 








Lu Ban, was a carpenter in ancient times. He was regarded as a 民工 
L5 F —a highly skilled craftsman. When Lu Ban was very young, his family 
was very poor. He had to leave home and go to Zhongnan Mountain to be 
the apprentice of a master carpenter. His journey to Zhongnan Mountain was 
full of hardship,- but he was not discouraged. When he finally reached his 
future master's home the carpenter seemed to have no intention of training 
him. He set Lu Ban to menial tasks, such as sharpening disused and rusty 
woodworking tools such as axes and planers. Lu Ban spent seven days and 
nights making them sharp and shining again. Then the master asked him to 
cut down a thousand year-old tree and make it into a smooth helm with 
two-thousand holes. Lu Ban did not complain. He worked steadily for twelve 
days and nights until he finally completed his task. His master was pleased by 
his diligence and finally revealed to Lu Ban his own exquisite woodworking 
models that were collected in a private showroom. He did not tell Lu Ban 
how to recreate these pieces, instead he instructed Lu Ban to figure out 
himself. Lu Ban was determined to learn his master's skills. He studied his 
master's woodwork. After three years of hard work, Lu Ban had become a 
master of his craft, and later, he became a well-known carpenter. 








第 十 一 课 IUS CE abo ARE UT GS 





JE Fee JE E. ,在 文字 像 人 之 脚 形 ,本 义 是 指 人 的 脚下 ?的 本 义 被 “ 脚 ” 
字 取 代 后 ,“ 止 "只 用 作 动 词 ,表示 停止 制止 .阻止 等 意义 。 作 为 部 首 , 止 部 字 

多 与 行走 等 意义 有 关 。 例 如 “ 步 " 是 指 行走 时 两 脚 间 的 距离 ,或 用 脚 走 ;“ 歧 ” 
的 本 义 是 分 道 。 叉 引申 为 不 一 致 。 





Ancient form WY 


IE is a pictograph. The ancient symbol for Ik looks like a foot. The 
original meaning of 止 is foot, but in modern Chinese this concept is 
represented by a different word and character 脚 (oo), Now IE is used only 
as verb meaning to stop or to halt. Characters with 止 often have meanings 
related to walking. For example, 2% (bù) means the distance between two 
feet while walking. It also means steps. The original meaning of J (af) was 
forked road. Its contemporary extended meaning is divergent or different. 
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94. £ $ it $ (Wang méi zhi kg ) uu 





This story takes place during the Three Kingdoms Period. Before Cao 
Cao became King of the Wei State he first served as the General of Wei. One. 
steamy summer day he led his army on a march through a mountain ridge in 
order to attack their enemies. Their pace was greatly slowed by the humidity 
and high temperature. The soldiers had no water to drink and some of them 
were suffering from heatstroke. Cao Cao was very worried that the battle 
would be lost because the men were exhausted. He asked the guide if there 
was any water nearby. The guide told him, there was no water near but there 
was a wood a few miles ahead. Cao Cao pondered for a few minutes, then he 
addressed his soldiers, "There is a forest of plum trees just ahead. I understand 
you are all thirsty and want to have some juicy plums. Let's move faster and 
get to the plum forest.” The soldiers were immediately encouraged. Dreaming 
about the mouthwatering plums they felt they were not so thirsty, and so they 
picked up their pace and reached the destination as scheduled. Although the 
troop did not see a plum forest during their marching, they quenched their 
thirst by just thinking of plums. 

SIS LS describes a situation of imagined satisfaction. 





95. d (cùn) ij 
«sss Chinese: up. ot Jengi = 





PERET, d ERE TOP EAP LME, “OW AR R 


“ 寸 口 *"， 即 和 手腕 上 可 以 触摸 到 脉搏 的 部 位 ,“ 寸 口 ” 是 中 医 切 脉 常 取 的 穴位 。 
“十 ”| 申 指 长 度 单位 。 作 为 部 首 ,“ 寸 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 下 面 或 右 侧 ， 例 如 
“ 寻 ”“ 射 "。 寸 部 字 多 写 手 或 手 的 动作 或 法 度 有 关 。“ 寻 "是 古代 的 长 度 单 位 
(一 导 等 于 八 尺 ), 转 指 寻 找 等 意义 。“ 导 "是 指引 或 带领 。“ 射 "是 会 音字 ,从 与 
AA , BEES UJ. Amour" Pr 
以 有 了 今天 的 “ 射 ? 字 ， 射 ?的 本 义 是 用 手 发 箭 使 之 击 中 目标 。 


Mi 


Ancient form 3 


二 is a “self-explanatory character" — 18 3+, or a character that 
symbolically suggests its meaning rather than being purely pictographic. The 
ancient form shows a hand. The horizontal stroke on the left indicates the 
acupuncture point on the wrist, which is about one inch below the end of the 
palm. The extended meaning of the “F is a Chinese unit of length (about 
1.094 inch). As a radical, 二 often appears on the right or at the bottom of a 
compound, such as in the characters 2. 5, and £j. Characters with the 十 
radical tend to have meanings related to hands, action executed with the 
hands, or the direction of an action. 寻 (xun) is an ancient unit of length, (— - 
寻 一 one xún, is about eight Chinese feet). Its extended meaning is to look | 
for. 导 (dao) means to guide. BI is an ideograph. The left part of D was 
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95. R48 W te (Chi duán cùn doc 





you cannot,” the goat said 





beem E (bow) and the character indicated a hand “F pulling the bow 
string. With the development of Small Seal Script, 号 later was modified into 
$, 射 (she) means to shoot. 








„foot: 8. short. d inch. & Jong ` 





尺 短 寸 长 means sometimes a foot may be too short and an inch may to 
be long—or everyone has his or her strong and weak points. Below is a 
Chinese fable The Camel and the Goat. It conveys a similar moral. 

A camel and a goat were standing outside of a garden. They were 
engaged in a heated debate over the advantages and disadvantages of their 
heights. The camel was tall, so he argued that being tall was much better than 
being short. To prove his statement, he immediately stretched his neck and 
reached the tree leaves growing over the garden fence. "You see I can reach 
the tree leaves effortlessly," he said to the goat. Of course the goat could not 
reach the tree leaves because he was short. The goat however, was able to 
steal inside of the garden between two upright poles of the garden fence. He 
started munching on the 
garden's delicious grass. 
“See, | could get through 
the fence effortlessly but 


to the camel. They both ` 
insisted they were right, ` 
and neither would admit 
thé merits of the other 
patties’ height. 











AE ea Lk. "TTA 





96. h (zhi) 部 


iet 
d'an 





"JE RIÉ ii) Ae TT HE AY AJE ,突出 的 是 运动 着 的 两 条 腿 
形 ,本 义 是 指 人 从 后 面 走 来 。“ 义 "在 现代 汉语 中 只 用 作 部 首 ,不 单独 成 字 。 作 
为 部 首 ,“ 义 ”通常 位 于 汉字 的 上 面 , 例 如 “ 冬 ”; 有 时 位 于 ni 
(np un EU “处 ”,“ 祥 "是 会 意 字 ,从 久 从 大 ( 冰 之 十 字 ), 表 示 秋 季 
入 寒冷 季节 。“ 夏 "是 会 意 字 DREAM “MH .从 自 .从 久 ,页 表示 
人 头 , 白 表示 两 手 , 久 表示 两 腿 , 合 起 来 表示 一 个 高 大 完整 的 人 。 据 说 “ 夏 备 ” 








春 夏 秋冬 之 * 夏 ", 用 的 是 “ 夏 " 字 假 借 义 。 


Ancient form T 


AL is a pictograph. The ancient script indicates a walking person, and its 
original meaning is (a person) coming towards you. In modern Chinese, & 
is used only as a radical. As a radical, A often appears on the top or bottom 
of a compound. & (dong) is an ideograph. The top part 4 indicates arrival - 
and the bottom part, R, is ice. To gether, they indicate that winter has arrived. 
Therefore, the meaning of & is winter. E (xià) is also an ideograph. In its - 


Seal Script version, & clearly consists of three radicals: D (yè; head), F1 (ji; ` 


two hands), and & (two legs). Together 夏 means a giant person. It is said 
that BE (Xià Yù) was the leader of the Xia Dynasty 一 the first dynasty in 


Kon 
bw: 
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Chinese history. This is the reason we refer to Han Nation as 华夏 (Huáxià). 
In modern Chinese, Æ has another meaning—summer, because the word 
summer xià has the same pronunciation as E. We call words like E (summer) 
phonetic borrowing characters—because they borrow the characters of 


homophonic words. 





M EM 
BR. 
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In the Chinese lunar calendar, in addition to twelve months based on 
the moon, the lunar year is also divided into twenty-four solar periods based 
on the solar year. Each solar period is approximately 15 days and 1s named 
after natural phenomenon that generally occur during that period. 夏至 and 
冬至 are two names of the twenty-four solar periods. The 10 of the 24 solar 
periods 1s called the beginning of summer because it begins with the Summer 
Solstice, 2. It usually occurs around June 21 to 22 in the Gregorian 
Calendar. Winter begins on 冬至 一 the Winter Solstice, which is the 22™ of 
the 24 solar periods. It usually occurs sometime between December 21 to 23. 
The twenty-four solar periods are very useful to Chinese farmers because 
they signal the best times for planting and harvesting. 
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第 十 一 课 CPET RRE 


97. "X (shi) 部 
ees ALLOW, 





矢 " 是 象形 字 ,古文 字 像 箭 矢 之 形 ,本 义 为 箭 矢 。 作 为 部 首 ," 矢 ”通常 位 
于 汉字 的 左 侧 ,例如 “ 短 "。 矢 部 字 多 与 箭 或 速度 等 意义 有 关 。“ 矫 "是 形声 字 ， 
从 矢 乔 声 ,本 是 指 一 种 器 具 的 名 称 ,该 器 具 的 作用 是 把 箭 杆 揉 直 ,引申 为 使 
直 使 合适 等 意义 ,例如 “矫正 *“ 矫 形 "。“ 知 "是 会 意 兼 形声 字 , 从 矢 从 口 , 矢 
也 表示 读音 ,本 义 是 指 知道 。 古 人 认为 ,对 知道 的 事情 ,反应 的 速度 应 该 像 离 
弦 的 箭 矢 那样 迅速 。 也 就 是 说 “ 知 ? 是 指 对 某 一 事物 的 熟悉 程度 ,如果 熟悉 ， 
应 速度 就 快 ,也 就 是 “ 知 " 了 。 


Ancient form T 


A is a pictograph. The ancient form of 矢 looks like an arrow. 
Therefore, the original meaning of R is arrow. As a radical, X often 
appears on the left side of a compound. Characters with 天 have meanings - 
related to arrows or speed. 短 is a phonetic-semantic compound, D hints the 
pronuniation—duán. 短 means short (time). Xt is another phonetic-semantic 
compound. ZE represents its pronunciation—jido. The original meaning of Sr 
is a tool used to make the shaft of arrow straight. So its extended meaning 
is to make an adjustment. ^l (zhi; to know) is an ideograph but also a 
phonetic-semantic compound, because 天 is not only used for indicating the 
meaning, but also to indicate the pronunciation of the character. The 
character 4] uses the arrow radical because the better one knows something, 
the faster his or her reaction time. 
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A FX ^K: means to shoot the arrow at the target. It is used to describe 
people who have a well-defined objective and a feasible plan in mind before 
taking action. Below is a Chinese fable that illustrates this idea. 

In ancient times, there were two monks living in a temple deep In the 
mountains. Both of them never seen the sea. They decided to travel to the 
South Sea, but weren't sure how they should get there. Monk Wang planned 
to walk there on foot. He said, "It may take a very long time to get there by 
walking, but it is very practical. There are thousands of temples in China. I 
can find a temple or monastery in almost every village to sleep in at night, 
and beg in for food." Monk Li laughed at him, "It will take your whole life 
to get there." His plan was to make a ship and ride down the river to the 
South Sea. The next day, Monk Wang set out on his journey. Monk Li set 
about to build his ship. He hadn't realized making a ship was so difficult. 
The carpenter in the mountains had no shipbuilding experience and Monk Li 
did not have enough money to hire an experienced carpenter from far away. 
After a year, his ship was still just a dream. But Monk Wang had not only 
made 1t to the South Sea, 
he had returned to the 
mountains. He told Monk 
Li of his experiences 
travelling and the beauty 
of the South Sea. Monk Li 
realized that Monk Wang’ ` 
S success was owing to his 


有 的 放 和 天 . 





第 十 一 课 CFA TuE T.A RNE 








Fr RRIF ,吉文 字 像 答 头 之 形 “ 帮 "的 本 义 是 丛 头 ,假借 指 质量 或 重 

量 单位 ,例如 * 斤 两 "“ 五 斤 "。 作为 部 首 ,“ 斤 "通常 位 于 汉字 的 右 侧 ,例如 

煌 ”, 有 时 位 于 汉 宇 的 左 侧 和 下 面 , 例 如 “ 欣 "“ 答 ”。 斤 部 的 字 多 与 砍伐 等 意 

MAR, "Br Je RC DEM APR AIA ER” ZA, are SE B 

有 “车 "“ 斤 " 则 指 表示 杀人 所 用 的 工具 -“ 斩 ?引申 指 砍 杀 ,例如 “ 斩 草 除根 ”。 
"rz KRISS IIIe . 截 开 ,引申 指 不 能 连续 做 某 事 。 





Ancient form ) 


JT is a pictograph. The ancient form of T looks like an axe. Therefore, 
the original meaning of fr is axe. In modern Chinese the character # (fü) is 
used for axe, so JT now only represents a unit of weight—one jin. JT was 
used to represent this weight because it shared the same pronunciation as the 
ancient word for axe. One JT is about 500 grams, or 1.102 pounds. As a radical, 
JT can appear on the left, right, or bottom of a compound. Characters with 
Jr often have meanings related to cutting or chopping. 斩 (zhán; to slay) is 
an ideograph consisting of two radicals 车 and Pr. In ancient China, one of 
the cruelest forms of capital punishment was to tie a person's hands and legs 
to four horse-drawn chariots then send the horses running in four different 
directions. The person would be torn into four pieces. This was similar to the 
English “drawing and quartering”. This is why “slay” 一 斩 has Æ and JT in 
it. Wi (duàn) means to cut.off. Its extended meaning is to discontinue. 
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98. 5E Ul A fF (Yi lin doo fü) 





Once upon a time, a village man lost his axe. He suspected that his 
neighbor’s son, Dadong, had stolen it. Suspicious, he began to watch 
Dadong’s every move. The more he watched, the more sure he felt that 
Dadong was the thief. But a few days later, the villager found his axe in the 
valley where he had been chopping trees before. On his way home, he bumped 
into Dadong again. This time, he found that Dadong did not look like a thief. 

This story criticizes people who like to accuse others’ of wrong-doing 
based on personal feeling rather than facts. 








“SERIES ,下 文字 像 人 的 和 再 头 之 形 ,本 义 是 指 天 头 。 人 之 下头 有 两 
大 主要 芒 能 :一 征用 于 表达 , 即 说 话 ; 二 是 用 于 别 味 , 即 品 答 味道 。 作 为 部 站 , 
Cue S MPO AC BGA. RMS SARAH. "US" 
是 会 意 字 MH LR BUR SUE AY RIE, ol E da ap ae i PCR Ae ORE s 
FRR Fa SF ATT. "ER et H A eR OH. 


Ancient form d 


tt is a pictograph. The ancient script indicates a person's tongue 
stretching out from the mouth. The meaning of 再 is tongue. The tongue has 
two major functions: one is to speak, the other is to taste. As a radical, 15 
often is placed on the left side of a compound, such as in the character #H 
(tián; sweet taste). AH is also used to describe sweet words or a sweet life. iis 


(ën) means to lick. 
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This story took place towards the end of the Eastern Han period. Cao 
Cao, Liu Bei, and Sun Quan were three kings. Each occupied one area of 
China with their own army. Cao Cao, the King of the Wei State, intended to 
conquer Liu Bei—the King of the Shu State, and Sun Quan—the King of the 
Wu State. Cao’s plan was to make friends with Sun Quan first, so that he could 
use Sun’s army to defeat Liu Bei. Most of Sun Quan’s military counselors 
were in favor of establishing an alliance with Cao Cao. Only Lu Su proposed 
that Sun Quan unite with Liu Bei and fight with Cao Cao. Lu Su knew it 
would be difficult for him to convince Sun Quan to adopt his idea because it 
was not favored by the majority. So he invited the Statesman Zhuge Liang to 
lobby Sun Quan’s military counselors in support of his idea. After a series of 
heated debates with seven of Sun Quan military counselors, Zhuge Liang 
finally convinced Sun Quan to form an alliance with Liu Bei. Together, they 
formed a united army of Wu and Shu States and defeated Cao Cao. Zhuge 
Liang's feat of using his tongue to fight with seven military counselors was 
widely renowned. 





B+ OR kb eR 





100.  (shén) ij 





“EERIE ,古文 字 像 妇 女 怀孕 之 形 。 本 义 是 指 女 子 怀 孕 SI HB AA 
体 之 总 称 ,例如 “号 体 ”。 作 为 部 首 “号 ? 通 名 位 于 汉字 的 左 侧 , 例 如 “ 身 ”。 身 
Hb AY ABS Et A RHI ZU TET KA “OUR EEEF, MAKE , 指 身 体 。 
"BR" FET FF, AARP HER ELX, ARLE” “RTA” “RTE 
“ 躬 "也 是 形声 字 MES pop RAS, 


Ancient form a 


& is a pictograph. The ancient form of & looks like a pregnant woman. 
The original meaning of Ẹ is body. As a radical, & often appears on the left 
side of a compound. Characters with the Ef radical often have meanings 
related to the body or actions of body. For example, DR (tang) means to lie 
down; 4K (qa) means human body; BE (dud) means to hide (from attack); 
and 55 (gong) means personally. 
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100. 8 ft B E ib (E X (Shen zài Cáoyíng xin zài Hàn) 








E body ft present SS Cao’s place 心 heart 





This idiom was derived from a story in the novel The Three Kingdoms. 
It is said that during the Eastern Han period, Liu Bei was defeted by Cao 
Cao. Liu Bei's important military officer, Guan Yu, was captured by Cao 
Cao. Cao Cao wanted to use Guan Yu's wisdom to benefit his army, so he 
did not kill him. Rather, Cao Cao appointed Guan Yu as his military officer. 
Although Guan Yu appreciated Cao Cao's benevolence and recognition, he 
was still loyal to Liu Bei. Later, when he learned of Liu Bei's whereabouts, 
he escaped Cao Cao's lands and returned to Liu Bei. People knew Guan 
Yu's body was with Cao Cao but his heart was with Liu Bei—-E TE & = ib 
在 汉 . Later people used this idiom to describe situations in which a person is 
not wholeheartedly devoted to his current job, and is longing for something 
else. 
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Pinyin 


co 
chë 
chi 
chi 
chong 
chuc 


cun 


dà 


e 
ér; rén 
er 


部 首 
Radical 


KC) 
A 
^ 
N(R) 


y 
k 


E) 


英文 章 思 


Meaning 


e ter] 
y tT EX 
QE: 





divide; separate 
white 

wrap; packet 
seashell 

ice 

divination 





grass 
cart; vehicle 

tooth 

small steps 

insect 

walking; movement 
Chinese unit of length 








remains; skeleton 
child 
ear 
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Number of Radicals 





40 
73 
87 
34 
63 
79 


45 
29 


67 
84 
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KOU 





212 


me H du mx 


XTRAJT 


(^v) 


Ku 


B 
毛 
FIO) 
米 





square 
box: container 
hill 





weapon 
leather 
bow 
ruler 
bone 





house: shelter 
grain 
black 


single-leaf doar 


fire 





to see 

gold metals 
towel: cloth 
axe 





mouth 





strength 
to stand 





81 
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52 
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66 
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206 


21 
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81 
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ne 
nido 
niu 


nu 


ren 
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zb Si HY 
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ACTAS 
日 (日 日 ) 


N 
KEN 
nes 


qh D + "Wm a 
ENE 


silk 
house 
container 
tree 

eye 





sickness 
bird 
cattle 
female 





action by using hands 


m. A, 

E er 

Genf, 
Ge 





air; gas 
breath 
dog; animal 





person 
sun 





embellish 
mountain 
tongue 

body 

house, corpse 
stone; rock 
food 

perfect; many 
arrow 

to show 
hand ` 
ancient weapon 
water | 


— privacy 


24 
23 
61 
14 


86 
69 
27 
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37 
78 
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wa 


wong; yu 


wéi 


xio 
Xié; ye 
xin 


SUE 


zhăo 
zhi 
zhi 
zhōu 
zhú 
zhul 
Zi 


zóu 


ZU 


EE) 


ECE) 


(E ) 





land; field 
soil; earth 





tile 
king; jade 
enclose 





small 

Head; page 
heart 

hole; cave; den 





speech 

big house 
coat; sheep 
clothes; clothing 
city 

alcohol 
hand ` 

fish 

rain 

feather 
moon; flesh 





claw 

foot 

arrival 

boat 

bamboo 
short-tailed bird 
baby boy 

run; walk 

foot 
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Meaning 


action by using hands 
alcohol 

air; gas 

ancient weapon 
animal; dog 

arrival 

arrow 

axe 


baby boy 
bamboo 
big house 
Big; man 
bird 
black 
boat 
body 
bone 
bow 
container;box 
breath 


cart; vehicle 
cattle 

cave; den; hole 
child 


Chinese unit of length 
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Pinyin Number of Radicals 
pü 5] 
you 39 
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shü 83 
quán 27 
zhi 96 
shi 97 
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dà 45 
niáo 23 
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city 


claw 

cloth; towel 
clothes; clothing 
coat; sheep 
corpse; house 
container 


den; hole; cave 
divide; separate 
divination 

dog; animal 
door; gate 


ear 
earth: soil 
embellish 
enclose 
eye 


feather 
female 
field; land 
fish 

flesh; moon 
foot 

foot 


gas; air 
gate; door 
gold metals 


grain 
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hair 

hand 

hand 

head 

heart 

hill 

hole; cave; den 
house 

house, corpse 
house; shelter 


ice 
insect 


jade; king 


king; jade 
knife 


land: fieid 
leather 


many; inclusion; perfect 
moon; flesh 

mountain 

mouth 

movement; walking ` 


perfect; many 
person 


ER 


王 ( 玉 ) 


王 ( 玉 ) 
BEDS 


H E 























bing 
chóng 


wang 


tian 


gé 


shi 
yue 
shan 
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17 
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47 
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d 
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fe, E 
; EREN 
AN 
SERA AS 4 e 
PEN. 4 be 
$ SH 
më m4 werd H em" 
Së d d Se sh 


Sc) re SOR Se 
Z o oo o 


privacy 


rain 
remains; skeleton 


rice 
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rock; stone 
ruler 
run; walk 


seashell 
separate; divide 
sheep; goat 
shelter; house 
short-tatled bird 
sickness 

silk 

single-leaf door 
skeleton; remains 
small steps 
small 

soil: earth 
speech 

square 

stand 

stone; rock 
strength 

sun 


tile 

to see 

to show 
tongue 
tooth 
towel; cloth 
tree 
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vehicle; cart 车 ché 35 85 





walk; run XE zóu 90 190 
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wrap; packet ^J bao 87 185 
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JAAD) 
JL 
A(v) 

Y 
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^] 

pz 

+ 

^ 
EE? 
Zs 
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FE 


Pinyin 


rén 

Ér; rén 
bà 
bing 
dado 
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person 

child 

divide; separate 
ice 

knife 

strength 

wrap; packet 
box; container 
perfect; many; inclusion 
divination 
house; shelter 
privacy 

hand 

mouth 

enclose 





soil; earth 


arrival 


big, man 

female 

baby boy 

house | 
Chinese unit of length 
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house, corpse 
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ruler 
towel; cloth 
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big house 
bow 
embellish 
small steps 
grass 

door; gate 
horse 
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STIEG ER A 
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heart 

weapon 
single-leaf door 
hand 


action by using hands 


axe 

square 

sun 

moon; flesh 
tree; wood 
breath 

foot 

remains; skeleton 
ancient weapon 
hair 

air; gas 
water 

fire 

ciaw 

cattle 

dog: animal 
king; jade 
tile 

to see 
seashell 

cart; vehicle | 





land: field 
sickness 


white 


container 
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arrow 
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4 


j | : 4. 


k o fbemm T 
oo 


ELCB YEXT) 
BS 





gé 
shi 


stone; rock 

to show 

grain 

hole; cave; den 
stand 

bird 





bamboo 
rice 

silk 

goat; sheep 
feather 

ear 

tongue 
boat 

insect 
clothes; clothing 
head 





speech 

run; walk 

foot ` 

body 

walking; movement 
city 

alcohol; fermentation 





gold metals 

hill 

short-tailed bird 
rain 

fish 

tooth 





leather 
food. 
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héi black 82 175 





